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Translator’s Introduction

All thanks and praises are due to Allah, Whom we
thank and seek for help and forgiveness. Whomsoever
Allah guides, will never be misled and whomsoever He
misguides, will never find someone to guide them. I testify
that none has the right to be worshipped, except Allah,
Alone without partners, and that Muhammad is Allah’s
slave and Messenger.
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(O you who believe! Fear AllGh' as He should be feared
and die not except in a state of Islam”) [3:102],
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(O Mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you
from a single person [Adam), and from him [Adam] He
created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He

UBy doing all that He ordered and abstaining from all that He
forbade].
Il As Muslims (with complete submission to Allah)].
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created many men and women, and fear Allah through
Whom you demand [your mutual rights], and [do not cut
the relations of] the wombs [kinship). Surely, Alldh is Ever
an All-Watcher over you) [4:1],
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(O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him,
and speak [always] the truth. He will direct you to do
righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And
whosoever obeys Alldh and His Messenger [Muhammad L.
+L, <& 31), he has indeed achieved a great achievement [will
be entered to Paradise and saved from the Fire]) [33:71-72].
Verily, the best speech is Allah’s Kalam (Speechl)
and the best guidance is that sent with Muhammad ( <& & L
oy ) Verily, the worst matters are matters of i innovation (in
religion), and every innovation is a Bid ah, every Bid ah is
Dhalalah (sin, heresy) and every Dhalalak’® is in Hellfire.
This book is one of the important resources of
knowledge for those who seek to know the Seerah® of their

M[Allah speaks with what He wills whenever He wills, this is
one of His Attrlbutes none is equal or similar to Him.]

Pl or, (‘.L~ P L b g,l.«’) or, Salla allahu "alaihi wa-sallam; this
statement means, may Allah’s peace, honor and blessings be on
him.]

BlMeaning, those who invent the Bid ah].

UI[<Seerah’, is in reference to the Prophet’s life-story].
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Prophet (i) <& & L), as well as, the Fi igh' learned from it.
This is a book that is unique in that it explains the Sunnah®
through the Seerah and the Seerah through the Sunnah. 1t is
a profound classic work containing thousands of pages
written by Imam ibn al-Qayyim while on the 'Hajj
(pilgrimage) journey, from Damascus to Makkah. Despite
its being written from memory, the several thousand
incidents, 'Hadiths’, Ayat (verses of the Qur’an), Figh
benefits, as well as, names of the companions associated
with them, were remarkably close to the truth, with
marginal errors. However, those who know the status, level
of knowledge and Ta'hgig* that Imam ibn al-Qayyim had,
will not be surprised to know this fact. Still, it is amazing
how ibn al-Qayyim was able to write this vast volume
while traveling to "Hajj (Pilgrimage), especially since he
was away from the resources of knowledge and enduring
the hardships of travel. It is a blessing from Allah (4w, $-.)
that it was possible for him to do so. Surely, Allah ( -
Juiy) gives similar bounties to those who strive hard in His

[”[‘Fiqh’, means, ‘Islamic Jurisprudence’, or, minor rulings of
the religion, or laws].

B Sunnah, is in reference to the Prophet’s statements, actions,
agreeing to some actions, way, method, tradition, legislation; all
Muslim must adhere to the Sunnah and apply it in their daily
life].

Bl “Hadith’, when mentioned a lone, is exclusively in reference
to the Prophet’s statements. When a ‘Hadith is collected from
other than the Prophet (L., e i C), the name of the person who
issued the statement should be mentioned].

¥« Ta hqiqg’, is in reference to analyzing various statements and
accounts and searching for their authenticity and where, or in
what references, these statements were mentioned, and thus,
issue a decision whether they are authentic or otherwise.]
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Cause and to spread His religion. And on this point, ibn al-
Qayyim was indeed a defender of the Sunnah, ever since he
met and started learning with his teacher, Shaikh al-Islam,
Imam ibn Taimiyyah. If this is how the student was, so
what about the teacher? May Allah (4w, é~.) increase His
rewards and extend His Mercy, Pardon and Forgiveness to
ibn Taimiyyah and his student Imam ibn Qayyim al-
Jauziyyah for their great services to the Sunnah and the
creed of as-Salaf As-Sali'h'. Their books and authentic
knowledge still benefit Muslims until the present time.

My Work on This Book

By the help and aid of Allah (4., %~2), I translated
almost every word ibn al-Qayyim wrote in, Zadul-Maad,
except for few parts that contained linguistic issues or
poems. Translating this book is an enormous undertaking,
because of the vast knowledge and large number of aspects
of Islam contained in it. It is an encyclopedia of Zafsir,
‘Hadith, Figh, Seerah, medicinal knowledge, as well as,
refutation of Bid'ak” and ills of the heart.

I tried my best to explain the various terms
contained in, Zadul Ma'ad. I also included various 'Hadith

U ‘4s-Salaf as-Sali’h’, is in reference to the companions of the
Prophet (-3« & iy k,\.,) and the second and third generatlons of
Islam. Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that, the Prophet (b L
Ay f,Lp) said,

e % ~ l/"
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“The best people are my generation, then the next generation,
then the next generation.”]
P Innovations in the religion].



narrations that pertain to certain parts of this book, when
Imam ibn al-Qayyim did not do so himself. I also
mentioned the degree of authenticity or lack of it for the
"Hadiths mentioned herewith, relying on the works of
Shaikh Nasir ad-Din al-Albani, the scholar of ‘Hadith in
our time. All words and sentences between brackets [ ], or,
(), and all footnotes are my work, compiled from various
books of ‘Hadith, as well as, the resources I will mention
thereafter.

Even though I primarily translated and abridged this
book, I also did some 7a 'hgiq and explained most of the
terms in it using the resources I will soon mention, Allah
willing. Allah (4w, $~2) has blessed me to teach and study
this book over a span of several years, and this is why I was
encouraged to indulge in this considerable undertaking. I
tried to make the sentences as easy to read and understand
as I could. My main purpose is to translate the books of
Sunnah into English, so that the many millions of Muslims
who do not speak Arabic have access to important
resources of knowledge.

Also, it is my duty, honor and privilege to serve the
Sunnah, especially at a time when various sects and deviant
groups, or A4 'hzab, are leading a battle against the Sunnah
and its people.

I should mention that I will not be translating the
part of, Zadul Ma'ad, about the Prophetic Medicine. 1
translated this part_for Darussalam, Riyadh, under the title,
Healing with the Medicine of the Prophet”. Those who
wish to acquire this book, which is in print, should visit the
web-site of Darussalam at: darussalam@naseej.com.sa. Or,
they should write to, P. O. Box 22743, Riyadh 11416,
Saudi Arabia. I should also mention here the resources I
benefited from, while translating the, Prophetic Medicine,




so as to relate credit to those who deserve it. These
resources are:

1.

2.
3.

4.

Medical Dictionary, by Yusuf Hitti and Ahmad al-
Khatib.

The Prophetic Medicine, by S. Y. Abou Azar.
Transliteration of the Nobel Quran, by Mubhsin
Khan and Tagqi ad-Din al-Hilali.

Translation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, by Mohsin Khan
and Taqi ad-Din al-Hilali.

I declare that whatever correctness my translation

contains is from Allah (y, “~.) Alone, and that whatever
shortcoming or mistakes in it come from me, due to my
imperfection and the plots of the devil and Allah (4, %~.2)
and His Messenger ( L, < i i) are free from it.

I would like to thank and appreciate all those who

helped in the editing, reviewing and printing of this book,
asking Allah (4, %~) to reward and bless them with the
best rewards.

My Resource Books

1.

Interpretation of the Meanings of the Noble Qur’an,
by Dr. Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din al-Hilali and Dr.
Muhammad Mu'hsin Khan; published by
Darussalam Publishers and Distributors, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

Interpretation of the Meanings of Sahih al-Bukhari,
by Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali and Dr.
Muhammad Mu'hsin Khan, published by
Darussalam Publishers and Distributors, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

. Zadul Ma'ad fi Hadyi Khairi al-'Tbad, by ibn

Qayyim al-Jauziyyah, Ta’hgiq by Muassasat ar-
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Rayyan, published by Jam'iyyat I"hyaa at-Turath al-
Islami, adh-Dha’hiyah, Kuwait.

4. Zadul Ma'ad fi Hadyi Khairi al-'ITbad, by ibn
Qayyim al-Jauziyyah, 7a'hqiq by Shaikh ‘Irfan
Abdul Qadir ‘Hassunah al-'Asha, published by Dar
al-Fikr, Beirut, Lebanon.

5. Sifatu Salati an-Naby Salla-llahu ‘Alaihi wa-
Sallam, by Nasir-ud-Din al-Albani, published by
Maktabatu al-Ma'arif, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

6. Fighu as-Seerah, by Muhammad al-Ghazali,
Ta'hgiq by Shaikh Nasir ad-Din al-Albani,
published by Dar al-Qalam, Damascus, Syria.

7. Sahih as-Seerah an-Nabawiyyah, by Ibrahim al-
"Ali, published by Dar an-Nafa-is, Jordan.

8. Tamamu al-Minnah fi at-Ta'ligi ‘ala Fighi as-
Sunnah, by Shaikh Nasir-ud-Din al-Albani,
published by Dar ar-Rayah, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

9. Al-Qamus al-Mu'hit, by al-Fairuzabadi, published
by Muassasat ar-Risalah, Beirut, Lebanon.

10. Al-Maurid, Arabic-English Dictionary, by Dr. Ru'hi
al-Ba'albaki, published by Dar al-'Ilm lil-Malayin,
Beirut, Lebanon.

There are several more minor resource books that I
benefited from but did not mention here.

All translations that pertain to the Qur’an and
"Hadith are only transliterations of the meanings; the
originals are all in Arabic.

Jalal Abualrub
December 2000



Biography of Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyyah

He is Abu' Abdullah Shams ad-Din? Muhammad®,
ibn* Abu Bakr, son of Ayyub, son of Sa'd, son of ‘Huraiz,
son of Makki, az-Zur'ii’ and then the resident of Damascus.

He was born in the lunar month of Safar the year
691 AH (after the Hijrah®). He died in Damascus on a
Thursday on the thirteenth day of the lunar month of Rajab
in the year 751 after the Hijrah (or AH). Judges, notables
and large crowds attended his funeral. He died when he
was sixty years old.

Ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyyah was known by this name
because his father, Abu Bakr, was the Qayyim or supervisor
of the school known by the name, Al-Jauziyyah, in
Damascus. Abu Bakr’s children and grandchildren were
known as the children of the Qayyim of al-Jauziyyah for
generations after that. Al-Jauziyyah was built by Mu'hyi

[”[‘Abu’, means, ‘father of’; it is also a title, used for respect,
even if one does not have offspring. For example, the Mother of
the Believers Aishah (43 & ), the Prophet’s wife, was called,
‘Um Abdullah’, even thougli she never gave birth to a child.
‘Um’, means, ‘mother of’. Usually, the father and the mother
are given titles of ‘Abu’ and ‘Um’ respectively, after their eldest
son.]

2Ir'which was ibn al-Qayyim’s nickname].

BlIMuhammad was ibn al-Qayyim’s given name].

M[‘Ibn’, means, ‘son of’, while, ‘Bint’, means, ‘daughter of’.]
[5][From the town of Zur’, a village near Damascus; in the
present time, it is called Azru’].

¥I[Migration of the Prophet peace be on him (;i; <z i L) from
Makkah to Madinah in the year 623 CE].
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ad-Din ibn al-‘Hafidh Ya'hya ibn Al-Jauzi; its building
finished in the year 652 AH'. In the year 1327 AH, it was
turned to a courthouse. Al-Jauziyyah was burned during the
Syrian revolution against France, during its occupation of
Syria in the early part of the twentieth century.

Ibn al-Qayyim was born in the village of Zur’,
which, as we stated, is located in the area of 'Horan, a
fertile area close to Damascus. Later on, he transferred to
Damascus and learned from its scholars. He was raised in a
house of knowledge and virtue and began his education
with his father, who died in 723 AH. Ibn al-Qayyim was a
sea of all types of knowledge, especially knowledge of the
religion and the Arabic Language. All those who wrote
biographies of ibn al-Qayyim testified to his vast
knowledge in the Sunnah, Figh, Arabic Language, "Hadith,
as well as, being a scholar of healing through divine
medicine. He authored many beneficial books with his
beautiful handwriting. He had a vast collection of books
authored by the scholars of the Salaf* and later generations.
He had an exceptional standard of character. He was
neither envious, nor harmed anyone, nor felt rage or hatred
against anyone. He taught at the school known by, ‘as-
Sadriyyah’, and led the prayer at al-Jauziyyah.

Ibn al-Qayyim was also known for being an exalted
worshipper of Allah, as he used to spend a good part of the
night in Qiyam —voluntary prayer. His prayer was lengthy
and full of devotion, while perfecting its Ruku’ and Sujud.
His conduct was exemplary and he was known for having a
pure heart. He repented often to Allah (4o, 4~2) and

M After the Hijrah).

([ “4s-Salaf as-Sali’h’, is in reference to the companions of the
Prophet (-~} « % i ) and the second and third generations of
Islam].
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invoked Him for forgiveness, prompting one of his
students, Imam ibn Kathir, to state, “I do not know of
anyone who is a more active worshipper than he is!” When
he performed Hajj, the people of Makkah were astonished
at the tremendous devotion in which ibn al-Qayyim
performed acts of worship and rituals of ‘Hajj, such as
Tawaf (circumambulating) the Ka 'bah in Makkah.

Among ibn al-Qayyim’s best qualities was that he
dedicated his life, from the time he met his Shaikh, Shaikh
al-Islam, ibn Taimiyyah, until the end defending the
Sunnah against all innovations in the religion, with regards
to the creed and practical aspects. He called to
implementing the Sunnah and discarding Taglid, which
pertains to imitating the statements and opinions of people
without relying on evidence contained in the Qur’an and
Sunnah. He dedicated his efforts to invalidating and
exposing the deviant practices and creeds of the misguided
Sufi sects, which rely on innovation as their tool of
destruction against Islam.

Ibn al-Qayyim met ibn Taimiyyah in the year 712
AH and remained with him the rest of his life. He became
ibn Taimiyyah’s student, even though he was a scholar in
his own right and shared with him the responsibility of
carrying and defending the Sunnah and its knowledge, until
ibn Taimiyyah died in 728 AH. Ibn al-Qayyim remained
truthful to this Da wah (call) and asserted in a poem that
through the efforts of ibn Taimiyyah, Allah (4o, %2)
permitted him to go back to the way of as-Salaf As-Sali h.

Ibn al-Qayyim was impressed by ibn Taimiyyah’s
style of writing and imitated it, while defending the true
religion against deviant sects. This is why ibn al-Qayyim
was called, ‘The Second Shaikh al-Islam’.



When ibn al-Qayyim defended the Sunnah against
the people of Bid ‘ah', he would first read what those sects
believed and then refute their creeds and statements,
relying on the Qur’an and authentic Sunnah.

When he researched a subject, ibn al-Qayyim would
refer to the text of the Qur’an and Sunnah and derive the
various rulings of the religion using them as the resource of
knowledge. He would often mention several evidences to
support a certain ruling. He would also mention the
opinions and statements from the scholars of previous
generations and sometimes would support their statements
by relying on the various evidences he collected from the
Qur’an and Sunnah. When refuting a statement, he would
mention his evidence, as well as, the evidence of those,
who did not agree with him, then would refute them.

The resources of knowledge that ibn al-Qayyim
relied on were the Qur’an, the Sunnah and the [jmaa 2 ifhe
did not know of anyone who disagreed with it with regards
to a certain ruling. Next, he would rely on the Fatwa or the
religious opinion or decree of the companion, if there were
no other companions who contradicted his Fatwa. He
would then rely on the Fatwa of the successive generation
that came after the generation of the companions (ar-
Tabi ‘un). He would then rely on Qiyas’.

MfInnovation in the religion].

I Iima™ pertains to the consensus of the companions, as Imam
ibn "Hazm stated. Or, it pertains to the consensus of Muslim
Scholars, including the companions, of course.]

Bl{*Oiyas’, pertains to researching the Qur’an and Sunnah and
suggesting a ruling with regards to a certain matter of the
religion that does not have a definite ruling in the Quran and
Sunnah or ljmaal.



Furthermore, ibn al-Qayyim would not show an
inclination towards or preference for any Madh-hab (school
of thought), such as the ‘Hanafi, Maliki, Shafii or ‘Hanbali
Madhhabs, which are attributed to Imams Abu ‘Hanifah
An-Nu'man, Malik ibn Anas, Ash-Shafii and Ahmad ibn
‘Hanbal. Ibn al-Qayyim called for Jjtihad, by those
qualified to use this method, and firmly defended the
Aqgeedah (Creed) and the way as-Salaf as-Sali'h
understood, practiced and conveyed the religion. He used a
highly eloquent and persuasive style of writing to convey
his knowledge.

Many students who later became scholars of
knowledge in their own right learned from ibn al-Qayyim.
His knowledge, teachings and books are still used today as
a major resource of authentic knowledge by all those who
are dedicated students of religious knowledge.

Scholars Praise the Good Qualities and Tremendous
Knowledge of ibn al-Qayyim

Al-Qhadhi (Judge) Burhan ad-Din az-Zur'ii stated
that during his time, there was not a more knowledgeable
scholar than ibn al-Qayyim. The known scholar ibn Rajab
al-‘Hanbali said that ibn al-Qayyim learned the ‘Hanbali
Madhhab and learned with Taqi ad-Din ibn Taimiyyah,
becoming proficient in all kinds of Islamic knowledge.
Also, the scholar of ‘Hadith and historian Imam adh-
Dhahabi stated that ibn al-Qayyim was proficient in
‘Hadith, Figh and the Arabic Language. Shaikh Jamal ad-
Din Taghri Bardi stated that ibn al-Qayyim was excellent at
several aspects of knowledge, such as Tafsir, Figh, Arabic
Language and grammar, Hadith, Usul al-Figh, and so
forth.



Several other scholars, such as ash-Shaukani and as-
Suyuti, praised the knowledge of ibn al-Qayyim. One of his
famous students, Imam ibn Kathir who wrote the famous
Tafsir (explanation) of the Qur’an said about him, “He
heard narration of ‘Hadith and was proficient in the
religion in various aspects of knowledge, especially Tafsir,
"Hadith and the Qur’an and Sunnah. When Shaikh al-Islam
ibn Taimiyyah returned from his trip to Egypt in 712 AH,
ibn al-Qayyim learned from him until ibn Taimiyyah died.
Ibn al-Qayyim collected vast knowledge from ibn
Taimiyyah, adding to the knowledge that he collected
before. He became authoritative in various aspects of
knowledge because of what he learned, which was
substantial. Even though ibn al-Qayyim became a famous
scholar, teacher and author in his lifetime, he was uniquely
active by day and night collecting more knowledge and
invoking Allah (4w, ¥~.) and supplicating to Him.”

Ibn al-Qayyim suffered oppression, like all
reformers before him. He conveyed the true Islamic
knowledge fearing none, except Allah (4, %~-2) and
supported his Shaikh, Imam ibn Taimiyyah, in his struggle
against Bid'ah and deviant sects and creeds. When ibn
Taimiyyah was sent to prison by unjust rulers, ibn al-
Qayyim was jailed, along with him.

In the last term in jail, ibn al-Qayyim was kept
away from Shaikh al-Islam, ibn Taimiyyah, who died soon
after. Ibn al-Qayyim was released from jail after ibn
Taimiyyah died; most of the population of Damascus
attended ibn Taimiyyah’s funeral and they grieved for their
tremendous loss.

Surely, there is a difference between the funerals
held for the scholars of Sunnah and those held for the
scholars of Bid ah and deviation. For instance, around two
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million people attended the funeral of Imam Ahmad ibn
‘Hanbal when he died in Baghdad. At that time, Ahmad
was supported by the Caliph and loved by people. Also,
Baghdad was the largest city in the world. When ibn
Taimiyyah died, Damascus was not a very large town.

Therefore, when sixty thousand men, women and
children attend someone’s funeral —like ibn Taimiyyah’s
funeral- in Damascus during that time, this means that most
of its population attended that funeral. Of course, Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal was by no means less in knowledge,
scholarly status and level than ibn Taimiyyah. Further,
Imam Ahmad ibn 'Hanbal was blessed and elevated in
honor and grade, by taking the tremendous stance he took,
in defense of the true Islamic Creed. This is why he was
rightfully called, Imamu Ahli as-Sunnah. They were
brothers and Imams who defended the true Islamic Faith
and raised high the flag of the Sunnah. How can we reward
them for their efforts and preserving the religion of our
Prophet, Muhammad, peace be on him, as fresh as the day
it was revealed to him?

All what we can say is repeat what Allah (Ju, 42)
said in the Qur’an,
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(And those who came after them say: “Our Lord! Forgive

us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and
put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have
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believed. Our Lord! You_are indeed full of kindness, Most
Merciful)!

Ibn Rajab al-‘Hanbali said, “Ibn al-Qayyim was
jailed several times, some of them at the same time with ibn
Taimiyyah. The last time, they were incarcerated in
separate rooms in a castle®.”

Teachers of Ibn al-Qayyim

Ibn al-Qayyim learned with many teachers among
them his father, Abu Bakr ibn Ayyub. He also learned
knowledge of "Hadith with Abu Bakr Abdul Da-im, Arabic
Language with Abu Abdullah ibn Abi al-Fat'h and Figh
with Muhammad Safi ad-Din al-Hindi.

As we stated, ibn al-Qayyim learned with ibn
Taimiyyah and benefited from his tremendous knowledge
in the areas of Tafsir’, “Hadith, Figh, Usul', inheritance’
and Creed. He was his devoted student for approximately
sixteen years.

Among ibn al-Qayyim’s teachers were ibn Maktum,
‘Ala ad-Din al-Kindi, Muhammad ibn Abu al-Fat’h, Ayyub
ibn al-Kamal, Judge Badr ad-Din ibn Jama'ah and Abu al-
Fat’h al-Ba'albaki. May Allah (y-<,%~2) grant them all
His Mercy.

tr59:10]

B 'Which was a jail during that time].

B3 ][Meanings of the Qur’an].

m[Major resources of Islamic Knowledge, or rulings of the

Islamic Jurisprudence].
BYOr, ¢ IIm al-Fara-idh’].



Students of ibn al-Qayyim

Ibn al-Qayyim’s students included an impressive
list of Imams of knowledge, such as ibn Kathir, ibn Rajab
al-‘Hanbali, ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, al-Fairuzabadi, who
wrote the famous Arabic dictionary known by, al-Qamus
al-Mu hit, and so forth. Ibn al-Qayyim’ s two children,
Ibrahim and Musharraf ad-Din, whose name was Abdullah,
also learned with him.

Books that ibn al-Qayyim Authored
Ibn al-Qayyim authored a large number of books, such as:
1. Litima" al-Juyush al-Islamiyyah "Ala Ghazw al-

Mu'attilah wal-Jahmiyyah.

A hkamu Ahli adh-Dhimmah.

I'lamu al-Muwaqqi’in "an Rabbi al-"Alamin.
Ighathatu al-Lahfan min Masa-id ash-Shaitan.
Al-Fawa-id.

Tahdheebu Sunani Abi Dawood.

Madariju as-Salikin.
Ad-Da-o-wad-Dawa.

‘Uddatu as-Sabirin wa-Dhakheeratu ash-Shakirin.
0. Hidayatu al-"Hayara fi Ajwibati an-Nasara.

Ibn al-Qayyim authored many other books about the
various aspects of knowledge, some of them are still
manuscripts. May Allah (4, %~—.) reward him with His
Mercy and Pleasure.

This biography of Imam ibn al-Qayyim is
somewhat based on the biography that Shaikh Abdul Hadi
Wahbeh and Shaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir ‘Hassunah
collected from various resources of biography of famous
imams, such as ad-Durar al-Kaminah, al-Bidayah wan-
Nihayah, Shadharat _adh-Dhahab, and an-Nujumu az-
Zahirah.
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I attest that I benefited to a good extent from the
Ta’hqiq, that is, criticism of the narrations of "Hadith, that
Shaikh Abdul Hadi Wahby collected, in cooperation with
Mu-assasat ar-Rayyan, from the books on 'Hadith that the
Imam of Ahlu as-Sunnah in our time, Nasir ad-Din al-
Albani, has authored. May Allah (4., %~—-) grant His
mercy to al-Albani for the tremendous service he offered to
Islam and the knowledge of 'Hadith, in specific, for our
time.

I also benefited, to a lesser extent, from the 7a hqiq
by Shaikh “Irfan Abdul Qadir "Hassunah on, Zadul-Ma"ad,
published by Daru al-Fikr. 1 also compiled 7a hqiq and
commentary from several more books and resources of
knowledge, including the major resources I will soon
mention, Allah willing'.

[”[For more information about ibn al-Qayyim, refer to the
following resources: an-Nujumu az-Zahirah, 10:249, al-Bidayah
wan-Nihayah, 14:234-235, al-Badr at-Tali’, 2:142-146, ad-Durar
al-Kaminah, 4:21-23, Shadharatu adh-Dhahab, 6:168-170, etc.]




wala ]|l eal;

saaa] o Rra



Introduction By Ibn al-Qayyim

cabadi =5 el Zah

All thanks and praises are due to Allah (=, s2),
Lord of all that exists, the final triumph will truly be for
those who fear and obey Allah (Ju, 4~—2) and transgression
is only started against those who are unjust. Verily, there is
no deity worthy of worship except Allah, the llah (God) of
the earlier and later creations, Sustainer of the heavens and
earths, Owner and King of the Day of Judgment.

There is no success, except through Allah’s
obedience, nor might, except through being humble before
His Might, nor richness, except by being meek to His
Mercy, nor guidance, except by embracing His Light.
There is no life, except by eamning His good Pleasure, nor
delight, except by earning closeness to Him. The heart can
neither earn success, nor righteousness, except by being
sincere to Allah (4w, ©-2) and Loving Him, Alone.

Verily, it is Allah Who appreciates when He is
obeyed, pardons and forgives when He is disobeyed,
accepts the supplication when He is invoked and rewards
when His call is complied with.

All thanks and praises are due to He, Whose
Lordship is affirmed by all creations, Whose llahiyyah' is
attested to, by all what He has fashioned. They all testify

M[Which pertains to Allah (3w, S~n) being the only deity who
has the right to be worshipped].
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that He is Allah, none has the right to be worshipped except
Him; a testimony attested to by His wonderful creation and
the magnificent Ayar (signs, proofs, evidences, lessons,
etc.) that He has endowed them with.

Verily, sub'hana allahi wabi hamdihi, ‘adada
khalqihi, wa-ridha nafsihi, wa-zinata “arshihi, wa-midada
kalimatih'. Surely, there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah (yw, 4~.) Alone, Who has no partners in His
Lordship, just as He has no partner with Him in His
Godship. There is none like unto Him, regarding His Self,
His Actions and His Attributes.

[”[Muslim (4905) narrated in the, Sahih, his authentic collection
of ‘Hadith, that Juwairiyah, the Prophet’ wife, may Allah be
pleased with her (L& & =), reported that Allah’s Messenger
came out (of her house)’ in the morning as she was busy
observing her dawn prayer in her place of worship. He came
back in the forenoon and she was still sitting there. He said to
her, “You have been in the same seat since I left you.” She said,
“Yes.” The Prophet (;; <& i1 ) said,
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“I recited four words (sentences) three times after I left you, if
these words are weighed against what you have recited since
morning, they would outweigh them. (These words are,)
‘Sub‘hana allahi wabi hamdihi, ‘adada khalqihi, wa-ridha
nafsihi, wa-zinata ‘arshihi wa-midada kalimatih. (Praised and
Glorified be Allah according to the number of His creation, the
pleasure of His Self, the weight of His Throne and the ink used
in recording His words.) "]
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Allah (4L, 4~_2) is the Great, truly the Great. All
thanks are to Allah (., %~2) always and all praise and
glory are due to Him in morning and afternoon. All praise
is due to He Who is praised and glorified by the heavens
and all that is in them, the stars and their orbits, the earth
and its inhabitants, the seas and their fishes, stars,
mountains, trees, animals, hills, sand, every wet and dry
and everything dead and living,

W el o 00 ba A (29 6 Ll
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(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein,
glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His
Praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly,
He is Ever Forbearing, Ofi-Forgiving.)'

I hereby bear witness that there is no God or Deity
worthy of worship, except Allah (4, 4~.2), Alone without
partners, a statement (7estimonial) on which the heavens
and earth were established and for which all creations were
created.

This is a Testimonial for which Allah (Jw, ¥~.) sent
all His Messengers, revealed all His Books and legislated
all what He legislated”. On account of this Testimonial, the
scales’® were brought forth, the records were established and
the marketplaces that direct to Paradise and Hellfire were
opened.

1117:44]
ClI'Which is founded on Tau hid, Allah’s Islamic Monotheism].
B ][Weighing Good against Evil].
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Because of this Testimonial, creation (mankind and
Jinns) were divided into believers and disbelievers,
righteous and sinners. It is the origin of (or the reason
behind) creation, [Allah’s] Commandments, Reward and
Punishment. It is the right that creation was created to
fulfill. Verily, it is about this statement and fulfilling its
obligations that Reckoning and the Questioning will be
held, and consequently, receiving reward or punishment.

On this Testimonial, the Qiblah' was designated,
the religion was founded and swords were raised high in
the sake of Jihad®. It is Allah’s right on all of His slaves.
This Testimonial is the word of Islam’, the key to the Dar
as-Salam* and the subject of which the earlier and later
generations will be asked. Surely, the feet of every slave
will not be moved from before Allah (4o, %~.), until he or
she are asked about two matters, “Who did you worship,”
and, “How did you answer the Messengers?”

M[Direction of the prayer, the Ka bah at Makkah].

m[Jihad literally means, ‘struggle’, not, ‘holy war’, as the
disbelievers, and sadly, some uninformed Muslims think. Jihad
pertains to one’s struggle against his own desires and the plots of
the devil, striving hard to disobey them, and instead, obey Allah
Alone. One of the best forms of Jihad, is for one to give himself
up for the sake of Allah in battle against the disbelievers. Life is
a continuous Jihad that ends when one sees the angel of death.]
BllIslam means, total submission to Allah inwardly and
outwardly.]

[MI[Residence of Peace, meaning, Paradise.]

Bl At-Tirmidhi and ad-Darimi collected a ‘Hadith from Abu
Barzah al-Aslami, who reported that the Prophet of Allah
(Muhammad (L., <& & L) said, =
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The answer to the first question is through
implementing the implications of “La ilaha illa-llah”
(None has the right to be worshipped except Allah) in
knowledge, affirmation and action’.

The answer to the second question, is through
fulfilling the implications of “Muhammadun Rasulu-llah”
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“The slave’s feet will not be moved from their place on the Day
of Resurrection, until he is asked about how he spent his life,
what he did regarding the knowledge he earned, where he
earned and spent his wealth and about his body how he spent its
energy.” At-Tirmidhi rendered this "Hadith authentic and graded
it ‘Hasan (the lesser grade of authentic ‘Hadiths), Sahih
(authentic). This is a unique 'Hadith Terminology that at-
Tirmidhi brought forth. It either refers to a grade that is between
the Hasan and the Sahih. Or, it indicates that a "Hadith has two
chains of narration, one ‘Hasan and the other Sahih. Allah ( 4.
Jw,) has the best knowledge.]

NrAllah the Exalted said,

Capusan iy )
(So know [O Muhammad (i =, & & L] that Ld ildha illalldh
[none has the right to be worshipped but Alldh] and ask
Jorgiveness for your sin) [47:19]. Therefore, one must believe in
Allah’s Oneness, follow it by declaring this fact and then
implementing its requirements, such as seeking Allah’s Pardon
and Forgiveness.]
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(Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger) in knowledge,
affirmation, obedience and acceptance'.

I hereby testify and attest that Muhammad ( <& & L
+3) is Allah’s slave and Messenger, the trustworthy in His
Revelations, the best of His creation and Allah’s emissary
to His slaves. Muhammad (;L~; <& i i) is he who was sent
with the Right Religion and the Straight Path. Allah (%~
Jwis) sent him as a mercy to all that exists, a leader for those
who fear and obey Allah (4l-Muttaqun (the Pious)) and a
proof against all creations.

Allah (4w, ¥~.2) sent Muhammad (L-; <& i i) after
a period of time during which he did not send a Prophet,
and through him ((i-; & & L), He guided to the best way
and the clearest path. Allah (J.<,%~—-) commanded His
slaves to obey, support, honor and love the Prophet (i i
ey <) and to fulfill his rights. Allah, the Exalted, closed all
doors to Paradise, except through the door that passes
through Muhammad (;1-; & L J), and it will only open
therewith. Allah (4, %~—2) opened Muhammad’s heart,
raised high his fame and removed his burden. Verily, Allah
(Ju, é~—2) placed humiliation and disgrace on those who
defy the Prophet’s commands and religion. In the, Musnad

li{Allah the Exalted said,

;g;&ad;;Tu;Lj;;;3ahs'&foﬁb,Ly\aa;;;)
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(He who obeys the Messenger [Muhammad (1, « i & J], has
indeed obeyed Alldh, but he who turns away, then we have not
sent you [O Muhammad -, & 3 J] as a watcher over them)
[4:80]. Thus, one must believe in the Prophet (Muhammad & L
:L, &), declare this fact and obey and honor him.]
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("Hadith no. 4868), collected by Imam Ahmad [ibn
‘Hanbal], there is a 'Hadith that Abu Munib Al-Jurashi
collected from Abdullah ibn Umar, who said that Allah’s
Messenger (.L; <& i1 i) said,
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“I was sent with the sword just before the Last Hour so that
Allah Alone is worshipped without partners. Verily, my
provision was made under the shadow of my spear (in
jihad), and humiliation and disgrace were placed on those
who defy my matter (religion, way, Sunnah, commands).
Verily, he who imitates a people, is one of them.”

And just as Allah (4, ©~2) placed humiliation and
disgrace on those who defy Muhammad’s religion, He
ordained might for those who obey and follow him. Allah
(dw, ©~.2) the Exalted said,

Cowph 125 0 04 1265 33 146 9 )
(So do not become weak (against your enemy), nor be sad,
and you will be superior (in victory) if you are indeed (true)
believers)’,

[”[Shaikh Al-Albani rendered this "Hadith authentic, in hiS book,
Irwaa al-Ghalil, ‘Hadith no. 1269].
2113:139]
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(But honor, power and glory belong to Alldh, and to His
Messenger (Muhammad (i, <& 31 &), and to the believers)',

5555 1, ool 126, (o )25 1,436 )

(So be not weak and ask not for peace (from the enemies of
Islam) while you are having the upper hand. Alldh is with

you)?,
(W,Jau,u;z‘a ’3&@2;9.51@»1;}

(O Prophet (Muhammad L, & & JL)! Alldh is Sufficient for
you and the believers who follow you)’, meaning, Allah
Alone is Sufficient for you and for your followers, and
therefore, you need none else!

There are several meanings for the last Ayah. The
first, is that, ‘and’, in the ayah is in reference to Allah (%
Jui,) being Sufficient [for the Prophet ({i-) & i [ =) and
Sufficient for the believers]. The second meaning is that,
Allah will suffice for you and for those who follow you;
this is the best meaning. The third meaning, as for the
believers who follow you, Allah, the Exalted, is Sufficient
for them. The fourth, yet invalid meaning is, Allah (Jw, %-2)
is Sufficient for you and also the believers are sufficient for

M63:8]
Pi[47:35]
PI8:64]
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you. Even though some people agreed with the fourth
meaning, it is invalid and we should not accept it as the
meaning for this Ayah. Sufficing is for Allah (s, 4~2)
Alone, just as in the case of trusting, fearing, obeying and
worshipping.

Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah (verse),

35T il Hh A S OB 3,500 of 1,4 S O B
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(And if they intend to deceive you (O, Muhammad & & i
+L5), then verily, Alldh is All-Sufficient for you. He it is Who
has supported you with His Help and with the believers.)'

Therefore, there is a difference between being
Sufficing ("Hasb in Arabic) and giving support (7a yeed in
Arabic). Allah (4, %~.) stated that He Alone is Sufficient
and that He helps through His Aid and through the
believers’ support.

Also, Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored ( 4~
Juw,), praised the people of Tau ‘hid® who trust in Him, those
slaves who believe that Allah Alone is Sufficient for them.
Allah (4w, 5~2) said,
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18:62]
P Those who believe in Allah’s Oneness in the Lordship and
Godship, affirm His Attributes and worship none, except Him].
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(Those (believers) unto whom the people (the hypocrites)
said, “Verily, the people (pagans) have gathered against
you (a great army), therefore, fear them.” But it (only)
increased them in Faith, and they said: “Alldh (Alone) is
Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for
us).”)’

They did not say, “Allah and His Messenger are
sufficient for us.” If this was their statement for which the
Lord, the Most High, praised them, then why would Allah,
the Exalted, say to His Messenger, salla allahu “alathi wa-
sallam, “Allah is Sufficient for you and also the believers
are sufficient for you”, when the Prophet’s followers stated
that the Lord (4, ©~2) Alone is Sufficient for them? They
did not associate the Messenger, salla allahu ‘alaihi wa-
sallam, with Allah, the Exalted, with regards to being
Sufficient for them, so why would Allah allow them to
associate themselves with Him in being sufficient for His
Messenger. This idea is indeed impossible and manifestly
false.

Allah (4w, ©~.) said in another Ayah,
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(Would that they were contented with what Alldh and His
Messenger gave them and had said: “Alldh is Sufficient for
us. Alléh will give us of His Bounty, and (also) His
Messenger (from alms, etc.). We implore Alldh (to enrich
us). ”)? Allah (4o, 4~2) used the word ‘give’ (coming from

1M73:173]
2959
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the word ‘Itaa™ in Arabic) when He mentioned Himself
and then His Messenger, just as He said in another Ayah
[59:7],

{5,055 3,05 ST Y )

(And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad i -, & i)
gives you, take it.} However, Allah, again, made sufficing
exclusive for Himself, Alone. He did not say, “They said,
‘Allah and His Messenger are sufficient for us.”” Rather,
He made sufficing one of His exclusive rights.

Further, Allah, ta’ala, said [that the believers said],

Coen,dh &)

(We implore Allah [to enrich us])' Allah (y., #~2) did not
mention His Messenger here, but made imploring directed
to Him Alone, just as He, the Exalted, said [in another part
of the Qur’an],

] s
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(So when you have finished (your occupation), devote
yourself for Allah’s worship. And implore your Lord
Alone.)? Consequently, ar-Raghbah (imploring), at-
Tawakkul (trusting), al-Inabah (returning) and al-'Hasb
(being Sufficient) are all for Allah Alone, just as in the case
of al-Ibadah (worshipping), ar-Tagwa (obeying and

[1r9:59]
CI[94:7-8]
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fearing) and as-Sujud (Prostrating), they are performed for
Him Alone. Also, an-Nadhr (vowing) and al-'Hilf
(swearing) are for and by Allah Alone. Allah (yu; ¥~.) said
in a similar Ayah (verse),

e oK W Ly

(Is not Allah Kafin His slave)', that is, Sufficient, because
the, ‘Kafi’, and the, ‘Hasb’, carry the same meaning [in
Arabic].

In this Ayah, Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
stated that He Alone is Kafi for His slave. Therefore, why
would Allah
(4, ©.-2) make Himself partner to the Prophet’s followers
with regards to being Sufficient or Kafi?

Might (glory), sufficiency and receiving aid are
given according to the degree of one’s following the
Messenger (Lo, 3 i ). Guidance, success and safety
[from Allah’s Torment] are also a consequence of the
degree of one’s following the Messenger (i, & i 2).
Surely, Allah (y, %~—2) has tied earning happiness in this
life and the Last Life to following the Messenger (« & L.
:L.,), and connected misery in both lives to defying him ( &
oL, & &). Therefore, those who follow the Messenger (& L
,J_.., ) will earn guidance and peace, success and might,
sufﬁéicncy and aid, support and assistance, as well as, a
delightful life in this world and in the Hereafter. Those who
defy the Messenger (;:L-, % & i =) will earn disgrace and
humiliation, fear and misghidance, failure and misery, both
in this life and in the Hereafter. He, peace be upon him,
swore that,

11139:36])
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“One of you will not attain Eman (Faith), until and unless, |
become dearer to him than his offspring, parents and all
other people.”

Also, Allah the Most Honored swore that they will
not believe, those who do not refer to the Messenger (&
¢ i) for judgment, regarding every dispute that arises
between them, then accept his judgment, feel no annoyance
in their hearts regarding it, and then submit to it with full
submission. Allah, the Exalted said,

/’I
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(It is not for a believer, man or woman, when AllGh and His
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any
option in their decision.)” Hence, Allah (Ju, #~.) ended all
choice after He and His Messenger issue their decision, and
therefore, no believer can choose any other decision after
the Messenger (;L-, i & =) issued his decision. Rather,
when the Messenger (;L-, %4 Jj =) orders, then his order

Ul{Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this ‘Hadith. Muslims
consider the authentic collections of ‘Hadith collected by al-
Bukhari and then Muslim, to be the most authentic books after
the Qur’an].

2133:36)
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must be carried out. However, one has a choice to accept or
refuse statements made by anyone else, except in the case
of those who have knowledge in the Messenger (& & [ =
«i-,) and his Sunnah. In this case, one is allowed, not
obliged, to follow that statementl, because no one is
required to follow anyone’s statement, except the
statements of the Messenger (L=, & i ). The best we
could say about the statements of anyone else except the
Messenger, (:L, <& & ), is that one can accept them, but if
he did not, he will not be disobeying Allah (4, é~.) and
His Messenger (i & & L)

Can this be compared to the statements of he whose
decision is ordained on all responsible adults, who are all
forbidden from disobeying him and required to abide by his
statements rather than the statements of anyone else? None
has the right to issue a decision or make a statement after
the Messenger (-, e i L) issued his decision or made a
statement, just as none is allowed to legislate, except the
Messenger (i, & & i) [who does so by Allah’s Leave].
Everyone else can be obeyed only when they command
what the Messenger (;i~, - & -) commands and prohibit
what the Messenger (i, <& & i) prohibits. Thus, they will
be merely delivering and conveying, rather than starting
and initiating.

So far as those who start statements and establish
foundations according to their own understanding and
comprehension, then the Ummah (Muslim Nation) is not
obliged to obey them nor refer to them for judgment, unless
and until, they are evaluated according to what the
Messenger (;L-,«i 31 ) brought forth. Then if their
statements conform to and agree with the Messenger’s way,

M[if it does not contradict an Ayah or a Prophetic "Hadith].
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thus earning authenticity, they will be accepted. Otherwise,
if they defy the Messenger’s way, they must be rejected
and discarded. If one is not sure, then one should hesitate to
render a definite decision. The best one could say about this
case is that one is allowed to accept or refuse such
statements, and to issue a Fatwa' based on them, if one
accepts and agrees with them. However, one is not required
or obliged to follow this type of decision or opinion.

Allah Creates and then Selects and Chooses Whomever
He Wills

Allah (4o, %~2), Alone, creates and chooses whom
He will from among His creation. Allah (4, 4~.2) said,

wo . . R P
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(And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses.)*
The meaning for ‘chooses (‘Yakhtar’, in Arabic)’, does not
pertain to Allah being the Creator Who chooses what He
will to create, as followers of al-Kalam® claim. Rather, this
meaning is not desired here, since Allah (4o, %~—2) said
before that He,

[”[‘Fatwa’, means, ‘religious decision or decree’, that relies on
or is derived from the general texts of the Qur’an and the
Sunnah].
21128:68]
Bl'Who rely on philosophy and their own understanding, whims,
desires and limited comprehension to provide answers to
questions that otherwise, have answers in the Qur’an and
Sunnah.]
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(i )
(creates), and that He creates,
(e

(..whatsoever He wills.) However, the meaning of,
‘chooses’, pertains to Allah (4 «,%~—2) selecting and
designating, after He creates. Hence, Allah’s choosing to
create comes before starting creation, while choosing from
among His creation comes after and is more exclusive.
Therefore, the meaning stops at Allah’s statement,

{85 )
(and chooses), while the next statement,
(i o)

(no choice have they)', affirms that they have no say in this
‘choosing (or selecting)’. The choice is for the Creator
Alone, and just as He Alone creates, He Alone chooses
from His creation. None has the Ability to create, and
choose after that, except Allah. He, all praise is due to Him,
knows His choices and what pleases Him. He knows what
is suitable to be chosen and what is otherwise. None else
has even the least share in this Attribute.

128:68]
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Some people who are not capable of investigating
proper meanings said that Allah’s statement,

s

(i gos )

(ma-kana lahumu-I-khiyarah) means, He chooses for them
what they had a choice (or preference) in choosing. This is
an invalid meaning for several reasons.

Among the reasons is that Allah the Most Honored
stated that the Kuffar (disbelievers) offered suggestions as
to who Allah should choose [for His Messages] and wanted
this to be their prerogative. Allah (4, %~—~) rejected this
suggestion and stated that He Alone chooses,
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(And they say: “Why is not this Qur’an sent down to some
great man of the two towns (Makkah and Ta’if)?” Is it they
who would portion out the Mercy of your Lord? It is We
Who portion out between them their livelihood in this
world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks,
so that some may employ others in their work. But the
Mercy (Paradise) of your Lord (O Muhammad ;i -, & ) is
better than the (wealth of this world) which they amass.)".

Mr43:31-32)
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Allah the Exalted rejected their attempt to choose and
select instead of His choice and stated that this is not their
right. Rather, this decision is exclusively for He Who
Alone decides matters of livelihood that pertain to their
provisions and life-terms. He Alone chooses whom He
wills to bestow His Favor on, on account of His knowledge
in His choices and in those who deserve or do not deserve
receiving His Favor. It is He Who has raised some of them
above others in grade and divided the provisions among
them. He Alone renders decision about all this. Therefore,
in this Ayah', Allah (3, %~2) states that He Alone creates
and chooses [whomever He wills], and He knows best
whom to choose. Allah the Exalted (4w, 4~—) said in
another Ayah,

-
[ - o X _

J"‘«s’)’&"u‘}u‘ ‘Q"rw‘}b‘)?
{«Ju) .,@Hg\m\m\&)

(And when there comes to them a sign (from Alldh) they
say: “We shall not believe until we receive the like of that
which the Messengers of Alldh had received.” Alldh knows
best with whom to place His Message. )

In this Ayah, Allah (i<, %) asserts that He knows
best those who are suitable to receive His Bounty, Honor
and being entrusted with the Message and Prophethood.

Further, Allah (4w, %) asserts His being Free from
the implication of the Kuffar’s suggestion, which entails
His having a partner in choosing,

1128:68]
Cli6:124]
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(No choice have they [in any matter]. Glorified is Alldh,
and exalted above all that they associate [as partners with
Him].)" The kind of Shirk” that Allah (4w, &~2) negates and
declares that He is Free from, does not imply the existence
of another creator with Him®. Think about this meaning,
because it is very delicate.

Moreover, Allah (J_, é~2) said in a similar Ayah
(verse) in Surat al-"Hajj, chapter 22:73-76,
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(Verily, those on whom you call besides Allgh, cannot
create [even] a fly, even though they combine together for
the purpose. And if the fly snatches away a thing from
them, they will have no power to release it from the fly. So
weak are [both] the seeker and the sought. They have not
estimated Allah His Rightful Estimate. Verily, AllGh is
All-Strong, All-Mighty), then said,

1[28:68]

ClPolytheism].

CiStill, Allah (4, %~—2) glorifies Himself from this and
considers it Shirk (Polytheism)].
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(Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men.
Verily, Allgh is All-Hearer, All-Seer. He knows what is
before them, and what is behind them. And to Alldh return
all matters [for decision].) Allah (4w, &~.2) said in Surat al-
Qasas,

50 65 100 10 6 s

(And your Lord knows what their breasts conceal, and what
they reveal)', and in Surat Al-An"am, 6:124,

(iﬁ%}&;&}@iﬁi&)

(AllGh knows best with whom to place His Message. )* Allah
(4w, #~2) mentions His Action, of endowing whomever He
wills with whatever He wills, and states that this occurs
through and on account of His knowledge of them
deserving being endowed and chosen. Contemplate the
meaning of these Ayat (verses) and you will find this
meaning apparent in them, and Allah (4w, $~2) has the best
knowledge.

Also, this Ayah [28:68] came after Allah’s
statement,

1128:69]
lf6:124)
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(And [remember] the Day [Allah] will call to them, and
say: “What answer gave you to the Messengers?” Then the
news of a good answer will be obscured to them on that
Day, and they will not be able to ask one another. But as
for him who repented [from polytheism and sins], believed
[in the Oneness of Alldh, and in His Messenger
Muhammad (L=, % & ], and did righteous deeds [in the
life of this world], then he will be among those who are
successful. And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and
chooses.)1 Therefore, just as Allah (i, 4~2) created them
Alone, He chose from them those who repent, believe and
perform righteous, good deeds. They became the chosen
few from among His slaves and the best from among His
creation. This choice was based on Allah’s wisdom and
knowledge of those who deserve to be chosen. It is not
based on the choice that the Mushriks (polytheists) made
and suggested. Truly, all praise and glory are due to Allah,
He is Free from the Shirk they ascribe to Him.

Allah’s Choices Demonstrate His Oneness

When you contemplate the creation you will realize
the fact that Allah’s choices and selections demonstrate His

111128:65-68]



Lordship, Oneness and perfect Wisdom, Knowledge and
Ability. You will know that Allah (y_s, 4~.) is the One and
only Deity worthy of worship, having no partner who
creates as He creates, chooses as He chooses and reigns or
rules as He reigns and rules.

Allah’s choosing, directing and selecting, which are
observed throughout this universe, are among the greatest
signs of His Godship and attestations to His Oneness,
perfect Attributes and the truth of His Messengers. We will
mention some of these selections, so as to draw the
attention to other selections, indicative of what is beyond
them.

Allah (4, %~—") created the heaven and made it
seven heavens. He chose the highest among the seven
heavens as the residence of the angels nearest to Him,
selected it to be the closest to His Kursi (literally, a
footstool) and ‘Arsh (Allah’s Throne) and placed in it those
whom He chose from among His creation. Therefore, the
seventh heaven has a virtue and a status above the rest of
the heavens; even if its only virtue is its being the closest
and nearest to Allah (4w, &) the Blessed the Ever-High, it
will be sufficient alone.

Choosing and selecting in this manner, especially
since the heavens are made of the same substances, are
among the clearest evidences to Allah’s perfect Ability and
Wisdom and that He creates what He wills and then
chooses.

Allah (4, @~2) also chose Jannat al-Firdaus (the
Firdaus Paradise) above all other paradises. He selected al-
Firdaus by making His Throne its roof.
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Some Athar' suggest, in regards to al-Firdaus,
“Allah (ys, s~—) planted its trees with His own Hand and
selected it to be the dwelling of the best of His creation.”

[”[Athar, means, whatever is recorded from ancestry, in this
case, whatever proceeded from the Prophet and other than the
Prophet (;L-; % i v i =). The best meaning is that Athar is in
reference to whatever was collected from as-Salaf as-Sali’h, the
companions, the next generation after the companions (at-
Tabi'in) and the next generation after the Tabi'in (Tabi'i at-
Tabi’in). This is the best meaning, since it distinguishes between
what the Prophet (;L-; <& @ i) said and what others said. Refer
to, Al-Hadithu "Hujjatun bi-Nafsihi fi al-A hkami wa-Il-"Aga-id,
by al-Albani, which Allah blessed me to translate for, Dar at-
Turath al-Islami.]

([ Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu Hurairah said, “The Prophet ( -
oLy <k ) said,
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“Whoever believes in Allah and His Apostle, offer prayer
perfectly and fasts the month of Ramadhan, will rightfully be
granted Paradise by Allah, no matter whether he fights in
Allah’s Cause or remains in the land where he is born.” The
people said, ‘O Allah's Apostle! Shall we acquaint the people
with this good news?’ He said, ‘Paradise has one-hundred=
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Allah (4w, 4~) chose from among the angels, those
who are exalted above other angels, such as Jibril (Gabriel),
Mikaeel (Michael) and Israfeel. The Prophet (i, i & L)
used to say [in his invocation of Allah], '
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“O Allah, Lord of Jibreel (Gabriel), Mikaeel (Michael) and
Israfeel, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, Who
knows the unseen and the seen; You decide amongst Your
servants concerning their differences. Guide me with Your
permission in regards to the divergent views (which the
people) hold about Truth, for certainly, it is You Who
guides whom You will to the Straight Path. ! These three
angels were mentioned, in specific, on account of their
exalted status, their being selected and their nearness to
Allah. There are many angels besides them that exist in the

=grades which Allah has reserved for the Mujahidin who fight in
His Cause, the distance between each of two grades is like the
distance between the Heaven and the Earth. So, when you ask
Allah (for something), ask for al-Firdaus, which is the best and
highest part of Paradise. Above it (al-Firdaus) is the Throne of
Beneficent (Allah), and from it originate the rivers of
Paradise.””)

UMuslim collected this ‘Hadith).
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heavens', but only these three were mentioned. Jibril is the
angel entrusted with delivering Allah’s Revelation, which
assures the life of hearts and souls. Mikaeel is the angel
entrusted with the rain, which brings forth the life of earth,
animals and plants. Israfeel is the angel entrusted with
blowing as-Sur (Trumpet); when he does, his blowing in it
will resurrect the dead from their graves, by Allah’s leave.

Allah (4w, 4~2) chose the Prophets from among the
Children of Adam, peace be on him and on all the Prophets.
The Prophets number one hundred and twenty-four
thousand.

Allah (4=, 4~~) chose Messengers from among the
Prophets and they number three hundred and thirteen,
according to a 'Hadith that Imam Ahmad collected from
Abu Dharr’, and also ibn ‘Hibban in his collection of
authentic ‘Hadiths (2:361). Allah (4w, 4~2) chose five from

1A I-Bukhari and Muslim reported that Anas ibn Malik narrated,
in the long 'Hadith about al-Israa, the Prophet’s overnight
Jjourney from Makkah to Jerusalem then ascension to heaven and
returning to Makkah, that the Messenger (3L, & L) said,
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“So 1 asked Jibril, ‘What is this? ' and he said, ‘This is al-Bait al-
Ma mur in which seventy thousand angels pray every day, and
when they depart, they never come back to visit it again.””]
“IImam Ahmad ibn ‘Hanbal collected this "Hadith in his famous
collection of ‘Hadiths, al-Musnad (21275). Shaikh Wahby said
that Shaikh Nasir ad-Dina al-Albani, may Allah grant him His
Mercy, graded this 'Hadith authentic in his book, Mishkatu-l-
Masabee'h, "Hadith no. 5737].
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the Messengers who are called, ‘Ulu-I-'Azm’, meaning,
‘Messengers of Strong Will’. They are mentioned in Surar
al-A hzab and Surat ash-Shura,
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(And [remember] when We took from the Prophets their
covenant, and from you [O Muhammad i -, & & L), and

from Niih [Noah], Ibrdhim [Abraham], Misd [Moses], and
‘Isd [Jesus] son of Maryam [Mary])[33:7], and,
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(He [Allah] has ordained for you the same religion [Islamic
Monotheism] which He ordained for Nith [Noah), and that
which We have revealed to you [O Muhammad ;1 -, & & L],
and that which We ordained for Ibrdhim [ Abraham], Miisa
[Moses] and ‘Isd [Jesus] saying you should establish
religion [do what it orders you to do practically] and make
no divisions in it [i.e. various sects in religion].)' From
them, Allah (Ju<,%~2) chose the two Khalils (Allah’s
intimate friends), Ibrahim and Muhammad, may Allah’s
peace and blessing be on them and their families and
offspring.

Mr42:13]
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Allah (4, #~2) chose the children of Ismail' from
among the children of 4dam. He then chose the children of
Kinanah from among the offspring of Khuzaimah, then
Quraish® from the children of Kinanah then chose Bani
Hashim® from Quraish and then from among the children
of Hashim, He chose Muhammad (;L-, <& & i), the master
and chief of all of the Children of Adam”.

Allah (4, 4~") chose Muhammad’s companions
from mankind, and from the companions, Allah chose the
foremost to embrace the Faith, as-Sabiqun al-Awwalun.
From them, Allah (4w, #~2) chose those who participated in

(rProphet Ishmael, son of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), may
Allah’s mercy and blessings be on them and all of Allah’s
Prophets].

@{Quraish: the grand tribe of Makkah, and of the Prophet,
Muhammad, peace be on him (:L.; & i )],

Bl The Prophet’s sub-tribe]. '

“I[Muslim narrated in his authentic collection of ‘Hadith, the
Sahih (2276) that Wathilah ibn al-Asqa’ said that he heard
Allah’s Apostle (i) < & L) say,
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“Verily Allah granted eminence to Kinanah from amongst the
descendants of Isma’eel, and granted eminence to the Quraish
amongst the descendants of Kinanah, and granted eminence to
Bani Hashim from among the Quraish, and granted me eminence
Jrom among the tribe of Bani Hashim.”']
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the battle of Badr' and those who participated in the Bai ‘at
ar-Ridhwan®. Allah (4, %~ 2) chose for them the most
complete religion, the best Shari’ah (Jurisprudence and
Law) and the best, cleanest and purist mannerism and code
of conduct.

Allah (4w, @~2) chose the Prophet’s Ummah® above
all nations. In the, Musnads, that Imam Ahmad and other
scholars of ‘Hadith collected, Bahz ibn ‘Hakeem ibn
Mu'awiyah ibn ‘Haidah narrated that, his father ‘Hakeem
said that, his father Mu'awiyah said that, the Messenger of
Allah (L., <& & L) said,
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M{Badr was the first battle between the Messenger’s army and
the Quraish pagan army; the latter were defeated and it was the
first major victory in Islam].
(N Bai‘at ar-Ridhwan: the Pledge of Allegiance wherein 1500
companions gave to Allah’s Messenger (:L~; « & & L) under a
tree in al-'Hudaibiyyah. They promised that they would not
desert, and some of them promised that they would die in battle
rather than desert. The Messenger (:L— e &1 L) called for this
Bai ah after news came to the Muslims that pagans of Quraish
killed ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, the Prophet’s emissary to the pagans.
Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected several "Hadiths about the day
of ‘Hudaibiyyah, such as the 'Hadith where Salamah ibn al-
Akwa' said, “I gave the Pledge of allegiance (ar-Ridhwan) to
Allah’s Apostle (:L; <iz &1 ,i-) and then I moved to the shade of a
ee.” When he was asked about the pledge he gave, he said,
“We gave the pledge of allegiance for death.”]
BllThe Ummah of Muhammad’, is in reference to the Prophet’s
Nation, the Muslim Nation; this term pertains to Muslims when
it is coupled with the Prophet (L <& v )]
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“You are the last of seventy Ummah, you are the best
among them and the most honorable to Allah.” Imam
Ahmad and Ali ibn Al-Madini stated that this 'Hadith,
collected from Bahz ibn 'Hakeem from his father from his
grandfather, is authentic'.

The merit of these choices was prominently
apparent in the way Muslims conducted their actions,
mannerism, Tau hid’, and consequently, the grades they
earned in Paradise and their status in the Gathering Area
[on the Day of Resurrection]. On that Day, they will be
above all peoples, over a hill that overlooks everyone else.
At-Tirmidhi narrated that, Buraidah ibn al-"Husaib al-
Aslami said that, the Messenger of Allah (;L; <& & i) said,
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“The people of Paradise comprise one hundred and twenty
rows, eighty of them from this Ummah’, while forty are

N[Al-Musnad, by imam Ahmad (7:20064), at-Tirmidhi (3001)
and the, Sunan, by ibn Majah (4287-4288); al-Albani included
this "Hadith in his book, Sahih Sunan at-Tirmidhi (2399)].
m[‘Tau‘hid’, means, belief in Allah’s Oneness. There are three
inseparable parts for Tau'hid. First, Tau hid ar-Rububiyyah,
affirms that Allah is the One and Only Creator and Sustainer of
all that exits. Second, Tau hid al-Uluhiyyah, affirms that since
Allah Alone is the Creator, the Sustainer, Who gives life and
brings death, then none has the right to be worshipped except
Him, Alone without partners. Third, Muslims must attest and
believe in Allah’s Names and Attributes without change,
alteration or equating them with attributes of creation.]
BI[Muslims, followers of Prophet Muhammad (;&; <& i )]




52

Jfrom all other nations.” At-Tirmidhi rendered this "Hadith
from the Hasan typel.

In the Sahih collections’, Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri
narrated that, the Messenger of Allah (. & & L) said,
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“By He in Whose Hand is my life! I hope that you will
comprise a half of all the people of Paradise.” Some might
say that the latter "Hadith is more authentic®>. However, one
might also say that the Prophet (L=, <& & i) hoped that his
Ummah will comprise a half of the people of Paradise, but
Allah (4, 4~—>) informed him that his Ummah will
comprise eighty rows out of one hundred and twenty rows
[who comprise the people of Paradise]. Therefore, there is
no contradiction between the two "Hadiths, and Allah (4.
Juiy) has the best knowledge.

Allah endowed the Ummah of Muhammad (<& & L
-, and preferred them with knowledge and forbearing
above what He has endowed other nations.

M{Ahmad (9:23001), at-Tirmidhi (2546), ibn Majah (4289) and
al-‘Hakim (1:273); Refer to, Sahih Sunan at-Tirmidhi, by al-
Albani (2065)].

(2If Al-Bukhari (3348) and Muslim (222) collected this ‘Hadith]
Bl[Since al-Bukhari and Muslim carried it in their collections of
authentic ‘Hadith].
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Virtues of Makkah

Among Allah’s favoring and choosing with regards
to areas and provinces, is that He chose the Sacred Town,
Makkah, to be the best and most honorable town. Allah
(4w, 4~2) chose Makkah to be the residence of His Prophet
(=3« & L) and made it the place where religious rituals
("Hajj and "Umrah) are held for the benefit of His slaves.
He ordained for them converging on it from near and far
areas, from every deep and distant (wide) mountain
highway (to perform ‘Hajj). They enter the Sacred House
with humility, modesty and submissiveness in their hearts,
uncovering their heads and discarding the usual attire they
wear in every day life.

Allah (4w, @~.) made Makkah a Sacred Area where
blood is safe from being shed, trees are safe from being cut,
game is safe from being frightened and grass is safe from
being plucked. When one finds a lost item in the Sacred
Area, one is obligated to look for its owner, not keep it for
himself’.

N[ Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu Hurairah said, “In the year of
the Conquest of Makkah, the Prophet (:L-) iz & =) rode his
camel, praised Allah and thanked Him and addressed the people
saying,
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Allah (4, 4~-) made ensuing on the journey to the
Sacred House a cause for earning forgiveness for previous
sins, an eraser for mistakes and a remover of errors. The
Two Sahihs [Al-Bukhari (1521) and Muslim (1350)]
narrated that, Abu Hurairah said that, Allah’s Apostle (& L
oLy &) said,
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“Whoever performs "Hajj (pilgrimage) to this House (the
Ka'bah at Makkah) and does not approach his wife for
sexual relations nor commits sins (while performing "Hajj),
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‘Allah held back the elephant from Makkah. But, He (Allah) let
His Apostle and the believers overpower the infidels of Makkah
Beware! (Makkah is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Makkah
was not permitted for anyone before me nor will it be permitted
for anyone after me. War was made legal in it (Makkah) for me
for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this moment a
sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to
uproot its trees or to pick up its Lugat (fallen things) except by a
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if
somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to
choose one of the two-- the blood money (Diyyah) or retaliation
by having the killer killed.” Then al-'Abbas said, ‘Except al-
Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell), O, Allah’s Apostle,
as we use it in our houses and graves.” The Prophet (i i
+i.3) said, ‘Except al-Idhkhir (it is allowed to be plucked].””]
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he will return as sinless as a newly-born child (just
delivered by his mother).” Allah chose Paradise, and
nothing else, as a reward for those who head towards His
House [for 'Hajj]. In the collection of the, Sunan, there is a
‘Hadith collected from Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (& & ;) who
reported that the Apostle of Allah (L) & & ) said,

- 3 0o-0 387 e 8. w . ° _o. .
LS 5yl Dadl 0Ll gl a7ally ol L0yl
Bol) ey Tadlly (AU s e S 4

g Fg
°

,G/ < /; - or
"A 045 Oy 3y e

“Join between the rituals of Hajj and ‘Umrah (visiting the
House), because they discard poverty and sins just as the
bellows discards the impurities of iron, gold and silver.
Verily, a Mabrur' Hajj has only Paradise as reward for
it.”* Also, the Two Sahihs [Al-Bukhari (1773) and Muslim
(1349)] collected a "Hadith from Abu Hurairah (‘= & ),
who said that the Messenger of Allah (L) <& 31 i) said,
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“The "Umrah (visiting the Ka'bah) to the next "Umrah
erases what occurs between them (sins), and Paradise is

NI A perfectly performed Hajj where one does not commit sexual
intercourse with the wife, sins, quarrels or abuses others].
PIrAhmad (2:3669) and At-Tirmidhi (810) collected this "Hadith;
al-Albani graded it authentic in, as-Silsilah as-Sahihah (1200)].
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the only befitting reward for the Mabrur ‘Hajj’.” Had the
Sacred City not been the best area and the dearest to Allah
(U, 51-2), the area that He chose and preferred, He would
not have made its pathways the area where His slaves
perform their ['Hajj and 'Umrah] rituals. Allah also
ordained visiting the Sacred Area on the slaves and made it
a pillar of Islam. Allah (J.,4~.) also swore by the Sacred
City in two parts in His Glorious Book (the Qur’an),

{ u«m .\Us i, )

(By this city of security [Makkah])?, and,
/’o ‘. 2 o£ -
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(I swear by this city (Makkah].)’

Surely, there is no piece of land on the face of earth
that Allah (Jux, é~—) required every able adult to visit and
perform 7T awaf' around the House that it contains, except
Makkah. There is no other place or object on earth wherein
kissing is legislated and the reward of doing so is erasing

([ The state of I’hram is observed when one performs the rituals
of Hajj and Umrah according to the Sunnah, without fighting,
disputing, arguing uselessly, or cursing or abusing others. Also,
one must stay away from sexual activity with the wife until he
completely ends his state of I’hram (which disallows him from
using perform, wearing ordinary clothes, except for the two-
piece cloth, sexual intercourse, etc.)].

l95:3]

Bl[90:1]

M[Circumambulating the Ka 'bah at Makkah].
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the sins and errors, except the Black Stone and the Yemenite
Corner .

An authentic Hadith collected in the, Sunan, by an-
Nasaii, al-Musnad, by Imam Ahmad and the, Sahih, by ibn
‘Hibban, states that praying at al-Masjid al-'Haram® is
worth a hundred thousand prayers. Abdullah ibn az-Zubair
(4 & ;) narrated that, the Prophet (i < & L) said,

’Yl . DL.a u.H J.aﬂ lia Lg.xa..u 38 )Lp"
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“One prayer in this Masjid of mine’ is better than a
thousand prayers at any other Masjid, except for al-Masjid
al- ‘Haram®. One prayer at al-Masjid al-"Haram is better a
hundred folds than one prayer at this Masjid of mine. »3
This "Hadith asserts that Al-Masjid al-Haram is the
best spot on earth, and hence the necessity of traveling to
visit it®. Imam Ahmad (4:18749) in, al-Musnad, at-Tirmidhi
(3925) and an-Nasaii (al-Kubra 4252) narrated that

UrBoth at the Ka bah in Makkah].

Bl The Sacred Mosque at Makkah].

BlI'The Prophet’s Masjid at Madinah]

" The Ka bah at Makkah).

Bi{Ahmad (5:16117), al-Bazzar (425), ibn “Hibban (4:1620), at-
Ta’hawi in his book, Mushkil al-Athar (1:245), al-Baihagqi
(5:246) and at-Tayalisi (1367) collected this 'Hadith; Al-Albani
stated that this 'Hadith is authentic in his book, Sahih Al-Jami’
as-Saghir (3841)) |

) For *Hajj and *Umrah, which are required from every able
adolescent Muslim at least once in his or her lifetime].
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Abdullah ibn ‘Adi ibn al-"Hamraa (‘& ) said that he
heard Allah’s Messenger (-_-; <& & &) say, while riding his
camel, which was standing at the area of al- Hazwarah at
Makkah,

‘.}4’ ‘. M M 'oiJ - £ v .ui}o/.’ @ "/"
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“By Allah! You are the best of Allah’s earth and the dearest
spot of Allah’s earth to Him. Had it not been for the fact
that I was exiled from you, I would not have departed
you'” At-Tirmidhi stated that this "Hadith is from the
Hasan, Sahih type’.

Among the virtues of the Ka 'bah at Makkah is that
it is the Qiblah, direction of the prayer for all the people of
the earth; there is no Qiblah, except the Ka 'bah at Makkah.

Also, it is not allowed to answer the call of nature
while facing the direction of the Ka'bah. This virtue is not
applicable to any other area on earth. The correct opinion
about this ruling is that there is no difference in this regard
if one is answering the call of nature in an open area or
inside of a building. There are more than ten evidences to

[In reference to the pagans of Makkah oppressing Muslims and
plotting to kill the Prophet (L~ « i & <), who was forced to
migrate to Madinah]

2I[<*Hasan, Sahik’: a unique "Hadith term that either means that
this ‘Hadith has two chains of narration, one is Sahih, authentic,
and the other is 'Hasan, which is the least grade of authentic
‘Hadiths. Or, it is in reference to a new category that is between
the Sahih and the "Hasan category.]
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support our stance here, but this is not where this matter is
discussed in detail.

The First Masjid to be Built on Earth

Among the virtues of Makkah is that al-Masjid al-
Haram was the first Masjid" to be placed on the earth. The
Two Sahihs, al-Bukhari (3366) and Muslim (520) collected
a “Hadith from Abu Dharr (& & =), who said, “I asked the
Messenger of Allah (;L-; & L) about the first Masjid
placed on earth and he said, ‘4l-Masjid al-"Haram.’ 1 said,
‘Then’, and he said, ‘Al-Masjid al-Agsa (in Jerusalem).’ |
asked about the period between the two and he said, ‘Forty
years.””

Some people, who do not understand this "Hadith
correctly, said that there is a problem in this "Hadith. They
claim that Sulaiman (Prophet Solomon (>4 +)), son of
Dawood (Prophet David (¢4 iz)) was the one who built al-
Masjid al-Agsa (At Jerusalem). They said that there was a
period of over a thousand years between Sulaiman and
Ibrahim (Prophet Abraham (>t <i2)).

However, those who uttered this statement out of
ignorance, forgot that Sulaiman only rebuilt al-Masjid al-
Agsa; he did not establish it. Rather, it was Ya'qub (Prophet
Jacob (¢t <i)), son of Is’haq (Prophet Isaac (3 <)), who
established al-Masjid al-Agsa forty years after Prophet
Ibrahim built al-Ka bah.

What further testifies to the virtue and merits of
Makkah is that Allah (J<, %-.2) stated that it is the mother
of all towns. Therefore, all other towns are the branches
and Makkah is the foundation; no other town rivals this

”][“Mosque”, or, more accurately, “Place of worship for Muslims”].
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status'. In a similar case, the Prophet (Muhammad & ¥ &
+.,) declared that Surat al-Fati'hah (the first chaptér in the
Qur’an) is the Mother of the Qur'an’. This is why there is
no similar Swurah to al-Fati’hah in previous divinely
revealed Books.

Among the virtues exclusive to Makkah, is that
Allah the Exalted punishes those who intend to commit sin
in it, even if they do not commit it. Allah (4w, $-.2) said,
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(And whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do
wrong>, him We shall cause to taste from a painful

[ Allah said in Surat Al “Imran (chapter 3:96),
/‘° £/.l/ Or s s G- -’J,/‘slr/)l/alfﬂ - '
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(And this [the Qur’an] is a blessed Book which We have sent
down, confirming [the Revelations] which came before it, so that
you may warn the Mother of Towns (Makkah) and all those
around it.)

1 (Muslim collected a "Hadith from Abu Hurairah, may Allah
be pleased with him, in which the Messenger of Allah

(Muhammad (L, <& & i) said,

" oe - :
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“He who performed his prayer, but did not recite the Mother of
al-Quran, his prayer is incomplete (invalid).”]
BI[As in, practice polytheism and leave Islamic Monotheism].
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torment.)! Therefore, Allah (<, %~_2) threatens a painful
torment for those who intend to commit wrong in Makkah.

Also, sins committed in the Sacred Area are
magnified by level, not by number. The sin is recorded as
one sin, but its level is more serious and carries a
punishment equal to its level because it is committed in
Allah’s Sacred Area and His Town. Thus, its severity Is
more than sins committed on any other part of earth. Even
when considering creation on this point, it is a fact that one
who disobeys the king in his court, is treated more harshly
than those who disobey him far from his court [and Allah
has the highest and best example].

Makkah’s virtues and exclusive qualities have a
unique effect on hearts, which feel eagerness, attraction,
love and inclination towards the Honorable City more
strongly than iron being pulled by magnet. This is why
Allah (4o, 4~.2) stated that it is a Mathabah for mankind,
meaning, a resort that they frequently visit, year after year
from all parts of the earth. However, they never feel
completely satisfied; the more they visit it, the more
anxious they feel to visit it again.

Allah (4w, $~2) knows how many were captured [by
its magnificence], how much money and how many souls
were spent for the sake of loving it. Such deep love for the
Sacred Town lessens the effects of leaving loved ones,
families, children and homes and enduring all kinds of
fears, hardships, difficulties and afflictions. Rather, one
feels delight and comfort in doing this; his love for
Makkah, when its love controls the heart, becomes more

satisfying than the elation felt by those who enjoy various
joys, lusts and delights of life.

Mr22:25]
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Indeed, this is the secret behind Allah stating that
this House is His House, when He said,

\QEAMIGS

(And sanctify My House.)! This exclusive status indicates
honor, respect and preference, just as in the case where
Allah (4w, 4~2) states that Muhammad ;L. & & i) is His
slave and Messenger. Likewise, Allah’s stating that the
faithful believers are His slaves, endows them with grace,
love and honor. Therefore, all that Allah chooses have
virtues and qualities that distinguish them above other
objects. More virtues, honor and preference are added when
Allah states that these places or objects are His. Those who
consider all people, places, timeframes and actions similar
and alike in quality have not grasped this delicate meaning.
There are over forty reasons why the opinion that
everything is of equal value is false, among them is that,
the Messengers would be in essence equated with their
enemies! According to this line of thinking, the Messengers
are not different from their enemies in the qualities and
virtues that they have in them, but by outside factors. Also,
different areas would not have any specific virtues that
make them better than other areas, except on account of the
righteous actions being performed in them. In this case, the
Sacred Area, al-Masjid al-"Haram, Mina, Mount ‘Arafah2
and the areas of "Hagjj rituals would not have a virtue above
other areas on earth, except on account of what is being
performed in them, not that they have exclusive virtues and
qualities themselves.

M122:26]
2y All in and around Makkah].
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However, Allah (3, 4~>) refuted this false stance
when He said,
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(And when there comes to them a sign [from Alldh] they
say: “We shall not believe until we receive the like of that
which the Messengers of AllGh had received. ”)! Allah said

in reply,

(mu,&,u Ay

(Allgh knows best with whom to place His Message.) Allah
(U=, 4~2) asserts that not everyone is suitable or qualified
to carry His Message. Rather, only a special kind of person
qualifies and is fit for this mission, and surely, Allah (%~
Jus,) has better knowledge in their qualities than you [O,
disbelievers]. If all beings are equal in essence, according
to the false opinion we mentioned, Allah’s last statement
would not have contained a befitting reply to the
disbelievers’ falsehood. Allah (3, 4~-2) said in another
Ayah,

ﬁ_u«usu,;y‘j:m,;,uug;aﬁm’” °’L:':,;JJ.\§,>
{ ;uu‘:ﬁi«us;;m;::;,

6:124]



(Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they
might say: “Is it these [poor believers] whom Alldh has
favored from amongst us?” Does not Alldh know best those
who are grateful?) [6:53]. In this Ayah, Allah states that He
(4, 4~—) has more knowledge of those who thank and
appreciate His Favors, and thus, deserve His choosing and
preferring them, in contrast to those who do not thank and
appreciate Him. Certainly, not every being is fit to thank
and appreciate Allah, and thus, deserve receiving His Favor
and be chosen for His Honor.

The beings, objects and places that Allah (4L, 4~2)
chooses and selects have qualities and characteristics that
are exclusive to them and none else; this is why Allah ( &~
Jus,) chose them. He (o, 4~2) is the One Who endowed
them with their qualities and selected them; this is His
creating and then choosing,

P ,/./ /)’o PPN
€6 sl G Gl &)

(And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses)
[28:68]. Surely, how invalid is an opinion that claims that
the area of the Sacred House is the same as any other area,
or that the Black Stone is just like any other stone on the
earth, or that Muhammad (i &= & L) is the same like any
other man. [How false is an opinion that] claims that
choosing is on account of an outside factor that does not
exist in the chosen object itself. Certainly, this false
statement contains a crime that was committed by Ahlu al-
Kalam' against the religion, which was falsely considered

" A4hlu al-Kalam: those who rely on philosophy and the filth
that their own minds produce to offer answers to questions that
the religion has already answered. They do not refer to what=
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as a part of the religion. To the contrary, the religion is free
from these opinions that rely on the seemingly shared
general qualities of various objects and beings. This fact
does not mean that they are equal in essence. Different
objects could share common qualities even though each one
of them has its own exclusive qualities or characteristics.
Allah (4=, %~2) never made musk and urine equal, nor
made water and fire equal. The difference between the
Sacred Areas and other areas, between honorable beings
and their opposites is greater than the difference between
musk and urine, water and fire. There is a profound
difference between Prophet Musa (Moses) and Fir'aun
(Pharaoh), greater than the difference between musk and
feces. The same is true regarding the difference between
the Ka'bah and any residence of authority [such as palaces
and the seat of government, palaces]. How can anyone
consider these two areas the same in essence and claim that
the former (Makkah) is better only because acts of worship
and supplication and invocation of Allah (y<,~_2) are
being performed and recited in its vicinity?

We did not intend to mention a comprehensive
refutation of this false and lowly opinion, but merely
describe it and leave judging it to the discretion of the wise,
sane and insightful people. Surely, Allah (4w, 4~2) and then
His [Faithful] slaves care less about this opinion, because
He, all praise is due to Him, does not choose, prefer and
select anything, except on account of a quality that He
endowed it with that warrants its being chosen and selected.
Yes, it is He Who endows and prefers it with this quality.

=Allah has revealed about creation and matters of the Unseen
and instead rely on their own limited minds. How can they forget
the fact that it is Allah who has created everything and everyone,
and He knows best what He has created.]
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Surely it is He (3o, é-~-) Who created this object or being
and then chose him or it after creating it, for He creates
what He wills and chooses.

Virtues of the First Ten Days of the Lunar Month of
Dhul-"Hijjah

Another example of Allah choosing and selecting, is
His preferring some days and months above other days and
months. The best day to Allah is Yaumu an-Na hr, Day of
Sacrifice, which is the Grand 'Hajj Day.

In the, Sunan, collections of ‘Hadith, the Messenger
of Allah (i, <& &1 L) said,

" £ e oG "

“The best Day to Allah is Yaumu an-Na hr.”' It was said
that the Day of ‘Arafah’ is better than the Day of an-Na hr,
according to some scholars of the Shafii Madhhab (school
of thought). They said that Yaumu ‘Arafah is the Grand

fAbu Dawood collected this “Hadith (1765), which al-Albani
rendered authentic in his book, Sahih Sunan Abu Dawood,
1552].

Y Yaumu “Arafah is the ninth day in the lunar month of Dhul-
‘Hijjah, the month of the "Hajj. Yaumu an-Na hr is the tenth day,
and it is the day of the sacrifice and festival for Muslims, "Eed
al-Adh’ha. Muslims have another day of festival, 'Eed al-Fitr,
which comes at the conclusion of the lunar month of Ramadhan,
the month of the Fast].
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Day of "Hajj, and fasting its day erases the sins of two
years'. They also said that during Yaumu "Arafah, Allah
(U, 4-—2) frees more slaves [from the Fire] than on other
days. During that day, they said, Allah (Jj_=, %) draws
closer to His slaves and mentions their gathering at
‘Arafah’ to His angels.

However, in this case, the first opinion is the correct
one. The "Hadith stating the virtue of Yaumu an-Na hr, that
it is the Grand Day of 'Hajj, is clear in its meaning and
there is no evidence to indicate otherwise. Therefore,
Yaumu an-Na'hr is the Grand Day of “Hajj. Allah the
Exalted (4w, 4~2) said,

{ ;9\ = £ A 4y fﬁt o 250y P

[Imam Muslim narrated in his authentic collection of ‘Hadiths
(1162) that Abu Qatadah al-Ansari (i & ~—=>) said that the
Messenger of Allah (;L~; i & ) was asked about fasting the
day of ‘Arafah (9th of Dhul- "Hijjah), and he said that it expiates
the sins of the preceding year and the coming year.]

PMuslim (1748), an-Nasaii (3003) and ibn Majah (3014)
narrated that ‘Aishah (& & ;) reported Allah’s Messenger ( L
+L b ) as saying,
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“There is no day when Allah sets free more slaves from Hell than
the Day of 'Arafah. He draws near, then praises them to the
angels, saying, ‘What do these want?’”]
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(And a declaration from Alldh and His Messenger to
mankind on the greatest day of “Hajj.)' In the Two Sahihs,
it is established that Abu Bakr and Ali (w5 »)) delivered
this warning [mentioned in the Ayah] on Yaumu an-Na hr,
not Yaumu ‘Arafah’. Abu Dawood also collected a ‘Hadith
in his, Sunan, using a clearly authentic chain of narration
(or Isnad) stating that the Messenger of Allah (i, <& 1 i)
said,

,,J b ,.(ijt C’L‘ "

“Yaumu an-Na'hr is the Grand Day of "Hajj.”® Similar
statements were collected from Abu Hurairah (i & ) and
several other companions. Also, Arafah Day is the
introduction to the Day of Sacrifice, where the former is the
day of standing, invoking Allah with submission and
humbleness, repenting, supplicating and seeking His
pardon. Then comes the Day of Sacrifice, the day of
converging on the Ka'bah and visiting it [Ziyarah in
Arabic]. The Tawaf (Circumambulating of the Ka 'bah) that
is performed during the Sacrifice Day, is called, ‘Tawaf az-
Ziyarah’. Tawaf az-Ziyarah occurs after people have been
cleansed of their sins on the Day of 'Arafah, then their Lord
allows them to visit the Ka 'bah on the Day of an-Na hr, to
enter the vicinity of His House. This is the day when the
sacrifices are slaughtered, the hair on the pilgrims’ heads is

M9:3]

(2l Al-Bukhari (1622) and Muslim (1347)].

BI[Al-Bukhari collected this ‘Hadith without a chain of narration,
a practice known as ‘Ta'leeq’; Abu Dawood collected it in the
chapter on ‘Hajj (1945), ibn Majah in the chapter on rituals
(3058), at-Tabari (6447) and al-Baihaqi (5:139)].
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shaved, pebbles are thrown at al-Jamrat and most of the
"Hajj rituals are performed. In contrast, the rites of Yaumu
‘Arafah are similar to washing and taking a bath in
preparation for the festival day.

Allah (4us, 4~2) preferred the first ten days in the
lunar month of Dhul-"Hijjah, and these ten days are dearer
to Him than all other days. Al-Bukhari (969) narrated that
Abdullah ibn *Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah ( L=
oL & &) said,
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“No good deeds performed on other days are superior to
those performed on these ten days (of Dhul-"Hijjah).”
Some of the companions said, “Not even Jihad (fighting) in
Allah’s Cause?” He replied, “Not even Jihad in Allah’s
Cause, except that of a man who went out to Jihad with
himself and his property (for Allah’s sake) and does not
return with any of those things.” They are the ten days that
Allah (4w, #~.2) swore by in His Book, when He said,

€0 00, O =3 3

(By the dawn. By the ten nights.)!

(1189:1-2]
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During these ten days, it is recommended to glorify
Allah in Takbir', Tahli* and Ta "hmid®. The Prophet (3 -
¢y <z) was reported to have said*,

"> 3 }.@ij\, 253 su,u“ U;B"

“...therefore, frequently repeat Takbir, Tahlil and Ta hmid
during these days.” The difference between these days and
all other days is similar to the difference between the areas
where "Hajj rituals are performed to all other areas.
Preference is also given in choosing the lunar month
of Ramadhan above all other months, and preferring the
last ten nights of it above all other nights. Further,
Lailatul-Qadr is better than a thousand months’.

M[Saying, “Allahu Akbar”, (Allah is the Great)].

[Saying, “La ilaha illa-llah”, (None has the right to be
worshipped, except Allah].

Bl[Saying, “Al-"hamdulillah”, (All thanks and praises are due to
Allah)].

MI[Al-Albani said that this addition, which at-Tabarani collected
in his book, al-Kabir, contains a weak narrator, Yazid ibn Abi
Ziyad; refer to, Tamamu al-Minnah fi at-Ta'liqgi "ala Fighi as-
Sunnah, by al-Albani, Pg. 353. When the Hadith has a weakness
in its chain of narration, or its text contradicts a more established
text, Scholars of Hadith indicate its weakness by saying,
“Ruwiya”, which means, “It was reported”, or, “it was said.”].
m[‘Lailatul-Qadr’, or, ‘Night of the Decrees’, falls in the odd
numbered nights in the last ten nights of the lunar month of
Ramadhan. Allah said in Swrat al-Qadr, chapter no. 97 in the
Qur’an, =
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Which is Better, ‘Lailatul-Qadr’, or, ‘Lailatul-Israa’'?

If one asks, ‘Which is better the first ten in Dhul-
‘Hijjah or the last ten of Ramadhan, Lailatul-Qadr or
Lailatu al-Israa? The answer would be for the first
question, the correct opinion is that the last ten nights of
Ramadhan are better than the nights of the first ten days of
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(Verily, We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in the Night of
Al-Qadr (Decree). And what will make you know what the Night
of Al-Qadr is? The Night of Al-Qadr is better than a thousand
months (worshipping Alldh in that night is better than
worshipping Him a thousand months, i.e. 83 years and 4
months). Therein descend the angels and the Ruh ([Jibril
(Gabriel)] by Alldh’s Permission with all Decrees. (All that
night), there is peace (and goodness from Allah to His believing
slaves) until the appearance of dawn.)]

MAllah said in the Qur’an, Surat Al-Israa (17:1),
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(Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Alldh) [above all that (evil) they
associate with Him], Who took His slave (Muhammad 3 & L.
;) for a journey by night from Al-Masjid Al-Harém (at
Makkah) to Al-Masjid Al-Agqsd (in Jerusalem), the neighborhood
whereof We have blessed, in order that We might show him
(Muhammad L -, b o L ) of Our Aydt (proofs, evidences,
lessons, signs, etc.). Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.)]
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Dhul-"Hijjah, while the first ten days of Dhul-"Hijjah are
better than the last ten days of Ramadhan. This opinion is
further supported by the fact that the last ten nights of
Ramadhan acquired this virtue on account of Lailatul-
Qadr, which falls during those nights.

In contrast, the first ten days of Dhul-'Hijjah
acquired their virtue on account of the rituals performed
during them, such as the rituals performed on the Day of
Sacrifice (10™ of Dhul-"Hijjah), Day of ‘Arafah (the 9™)
and Day of at-Tarwiyah (the 8™)'.

.So far as the second question, Shaikh al-Islam ibn
Taimiyyah, may Allah grant him His Mercy, was asked
about a man who said that Lailatul-Israa is better than
Lailatul-Qadr, and another man who said the opposite; they
wanted to know who among them was accurate.

Ibn Taimiyyah said, “All thanks and praises are due
to Allah. If saying that Lailatul-Israa is better than
Lailatul-Qadr means that the night during which the

When the pilgrims end the state of I*hram, after finishing
‘Umrah rituals, they reassume the state of I'hram on the 8" of
Dhul-"Hijjah (Yaumu at-Tarwiyah) and announce their intention
to perform 'Hajj, just after sunrise the pilgrims first take a bath,
wear perfume and then wear the two piece I hram cloths. Then,
the intention to perform 'Hajj should be announced aloud, “O
Allah I rush to obey Your Command by performing a 'Hajj.”
The pilgrims next recite and repeat the Talbiyah aloud. All
Pilgrims then rush to Mina, where they pray Dhuhr, 'Asr,
Maghrib, ‘Isha and Fajr prayers, each prayer on time but
shortened, the four Rak'ah prayer is shortened to two. They
should spend the night in Mina, which is the night preceding the
ninth. For more information about the rituals of 'Hajj and
‘Umrah, refer to, Pillars of Islam, that I translated for
Darussalam.)
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Prophet (i, i & L) was endowed with al-Israa and its
anniversaries are better than Lailatul-Qadr for the Ummah
of Muhammad, and thus, Qiyam' and supplication during
the former is better than in the latter, then this is invalid. No
Muslims issued a similar statement, whose invalidity is
known by the established facts of the religion of Islam.
This is the case even if it is known when Lailatul-Israa
occurred. How then can it be when we realize that there is
no definitive statements that determine when it occurred,
whether the month, the ten nights or the exact night when it
occurred? Rather, the statements that make this claim are
contradictory and do not determine its date in certainty.

Further, it is not legislated for Muslims to celebrate
the anniversary of Lailatul-Israa, or the presumed date, by
performing Qiyam or any other act of worship. Contrast
this to Lailatul-Qadr, about which the Prophet (i, & & L)
said, in statements collected in the, Two Sahihs [Al-
Bukhari (2017) and Muslim (1169)],
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‘Look for the Night of Qadr in the last ten nights of
Ramadhan.’ Also, the Two Sahihs [Al-Bukhari (1901) and
Muslim (759)] narrated that the Prophet (.., & & L) said,
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‘Whoever stood in Qiyam’ during Lailatul-Qadr with Eman
(Faith) and I'htisab (awaiting the reward with Allah

“][Voluntary prayer at night].
PI'Voluntary prayer at night].
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Alone), will have his previous sins forgiven for him.’
Moreover, Allah the Exalted stated that Lailatul-Qadr is
better than a thousand months and that He revealed the
Qur’an during it.

However, if this person means that Lailatul-Israa is
better in that it is the night when the Prophet (i, i & L)
was endowed with what he never earned before, without
suggesting that a type of worship, such as Qiyam, is
legislated during that night, then this meaning is valid. Yet,
the fact that Allah (y_s, 4~.) endows His Messenger with a
virtue in a certain place and time does not necessarily mean
that the place or time is better than all other places and
times. This argument may be true if there is evidence that
what Allah (s, 4~_2) endowed His Prophet with during
Lailatul-Israa was better than that He endowed him with
during Lailatul-Qadr, including revealing the Qur’an and
the other Favors Allah granted him during Lailatul-Qadr.

Discussing such matters requires knowledge in the
true reality of things, such as the actual virtues of Allah’s
Bounties, which can only be known through revelation.
Therefore, none has the right to discuss this subject without
knowledge. Moreover, it has never been said that any
Muslim took the position that Lailatul-Israa had special
virtue over other nights, let alone over Lailatul-Qadr. Nor
did the companions and those who followed them with
excellence establish special acts of worship specifically for
Lailatul-Israa, nor did they celebrate it. This is why we do
not know with certainty when it occurred. And even though
Lailatul-Israa was among the best virtues the Prophet (& L
L =, ) earned, still, there is no special act of worship
desighated for that night, and the same is true for its place.

Similarly, neither the Prophet (i, <& X Jiv), nor his
companions sought to visit Cave ‘Hiraa where the
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revelation started coming to the Prophet (io,« & L),
during the time he remained in Makkah. The Prophet (& i
L=, &) used to go to that Cave for meditation, before he
was sent as a Prophet. Also, neither the day during which
the revelation started nor the place where it first started was
celebrated by special acts of worship.

Those who designate special acts of worship for
places and times will be imitating the People of the
Scriptures, who declared various dates pertaining to Jesus
(> <) as times of celebration and festivities, such as his
claimed birthday and the day he was baptized.

Once, "Umar ibn al-Khattab (i & ,—)) saw some
people rushing to pray at a certain area, and he asked about
the matter. They said, ‘This is a place where the Messenger
of Allah (i, & [ =) prayed.” He said to them, ‘Do you
seek to establish Masjids where there are traces of your
prophets? Verily, those who were before you were
destroyed on account of similar conduct. If the prayer time
becomes due when one is in this area, let him pray.
Otherwise, let him proceed [and continue his journey]'.

Some people stated that in the case of the Prophet
(iosL i), Lailatul-Israa was better for him than
Lailatul-Qadr, while the latter is better for the Ummah than
the former.’”

[”[Abdul Razzaq collected this statement in his book, al-
Musannaf (2734), and ibn Abi Shaibah in his, Musannaf 2:84.
Also, al-'Hafidh ibn 'Hajar al-' Asqalani stated in his book, Fat’h
al-Bari, Shar’h Sahih al-Bukhari (1:569), that this story is
authentic. Moreover, Shaikh al-Islam ibn Taimiyyah stated that
one of the chains of narration for this story is authentic in his
book, at-Tawassul wal-Wasilah, Pg. 203. For this and more
benefits, refer to the Ta hqiq that Shaikh Wahby did on, az-Zad,
Pg. 35].
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Virtues of the Days of Jumu ah and "Arafah

If someone asks, ‘Is Yaumu al-Jumu ah (Friday)
better or Yaumu “Arafah (Day of *Arafah')?’

To answer, we mention a "Hadith that ibn ‘Hibban
collected in his, Sahih, collection of 'Hadith (no. 551), that
Abu Hurairah (= & ;) said that the Messenger of Allah
(i, & 0 L) said,
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“The sun does not rise or set on a day better than Yaumu
al-Jumu ah (Friday).””

Ibn "Hibban (910) also narrated that Aus ibn Aus
(4 & =) said [that the Prophet (L., < & L) said],

I‘é}:, eu“w ” ro/}oz"
“The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday.”

U The ninth day in the lunar month of Dhul-Hijjah].

Pl{Shaikh Wahby said, “Refer to 'Hadith no. 696, Sahih at-
Targhib wat-Tarhib, by al-Albani.” Also, according to Shaikh
‘Irfan Abdul Qadir ‘Hassunah, this ‘Hadith was collected by
Imam Ahmad ibn ‘Hanbal in, al-Musnad (3:7691), ibn "Hibban
in his, Sahih (7:2770), Abdul Razzaq in, al-Musannaf (5563) and
al-Baghawi in his book, al-Mirgat (1062)].

BliShaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir ‘Hassunah said that Muslim
collected these words for the ‘Hadith (854), from Abu Hurairah
(= 31 ), not ibn "Hibban from Aus ibn Aus (‘% & ;). The
‘Hadith that Aus ibn Aus narrated is in, al-Musnad, by Imam
Ahmad (5:16162), as-Sunan, by Abu Dawood (1047), Sunan an-
Nasaii (3:91-92), Sunan ibn Majah (1085), and so forth. Aus ibn
Aus (& & ##>) said that Allah’s Apostle (L s L) said,=
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Several scholars stated that Friday (Jumu'ah) is better than
‘Arafah Day, relying on this ‘Hadith for evidence. Al-
Qhadhi Abu Ya'la narrated that Imam Ahmad ibn "Hanbal
stated that the night of Friday (Lailatul-Jumu'ah) is better
than Lailatul-Qadr.

The correct opinion is that Friday is the best day in
the week, while ‘Arafah and the Sacrifice Day are better
than the remaining days of the year. The same is true about
the night of Friday (Jumu ‘ah) and Lailatul-Qadyr’.
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“Among the best of your days is Yaumu al-Jumu ah. During it,
Allah created Adam, peace be on him, and also died. During it,
the blow (in the Trumpet) and the Sa 'qah (when every created
living thing will die) will occur. Therefore, say many Salat (such
as saying, “Salla allahu ‘alaihi wa-sallam™) on me during it,
because your Salat will be conveyed to me.” They said, “O,
Allah’s Apostle! How would you come to know about our Salat
after you have died?” The Prophet (.i.; <& i L) said, “Allah the
Exalted and Most High, has forbidde}t the earth to consume
(disintegrate) the Prophets’ corpses.”]

"[As compared to the rest of the days of the year. We
should state here that in the Islamic Calendar, the night
comes before the day.]
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This is why there are several special virtues for
Friday (Day of Jumu'ah), when it falls on ‘Arafah Day,
above the rest of the days. First, when these two days
coincide, two of the best days of the year will fall on the
same day. Second, Friday is the day that contains an hour
during which Allah (4, %~ 2) accepts the Du'aa
(invocation of Him). More statements from the scholars
assert that it is the last hour after the ‘Asr Prayer’. At that
time, those present at ‘Arafah [if it occurs on a Friday] will
be standing in ‘Arafah’s vicinity invoking and supplicating
to Allah. Third, ['Arafah’s falling on a Friday] will be
similar to the day when the Prophet, peace be on him, stood
at ‘Arafah [on a Friday, during the first and last "Hgjj that
he performed after migrating to Madinah]. Fourth, Friday is
the day when Muslims gather in all parts of the world to
listen to the Khutbah (speech) and perform the Jumu'ah
Prayer. When Jumu’ah coincides with the Day of "Arafah,
with people gathered therein on that day, Muslims will

M ‘dsr Prayer becomes due when the shadow of an object
becomes as long as the object, in the afternoon. Shaikh ‘Irfan
Abdul Qadir ‘Hassunah said that Abu Dawood (1048), an-
Nasaii (1388) and al-'Hakim (1:1032) narrated that Jabir ibn
Abdullah (& & ««=>) reported that the Messenger of Allah said,
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“Yaumu al-Jumu'ah is twelve hours, (including an hour) if a
Muslim slave uses it to ask Allah for anything, then Allah will
grant him that thing. Look for this hour in the last hour (period,
not 60 minutes) after ‘Asr.” Shaikh Wahby said, “Refer to al-
Albani’s book, Sahih Sunan Abu Dawood (926).”}
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have joined together in that area and in all Masjids (for
Jumu ah) to pray and invoke Allah. No other occasion ever
has a similar gathering in one day. Fifth, Friday is a day of
celebration, 'Eed, and ‘Arafah is a day of celebration for
those standing in its vicinity. This is why Allah’s
Messenger (i, & [ ) discouraged fasting for those
standing at ‘Arafah Area. There is a weak ‘Hadith
(Dha’eef) in this meaning collected by an-Nasaii', that Abu
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the
Messenger of Allah (iL., <& & Ji) disallowed fasting the day
of ‘Arafah, while at Arafah. This 'Hadith’s chain of
narration is not above criticism, since it includes Mahdi ibn
‘Harb al- 'Abdi, an unknown [with regards to his reliability
in narrating "Hadith].

There is an authentic ‘Hadith in the, Sahih,
collections [al-Bukhari (1658) and Muslim (1123)], where
Um al-Fadhl said, “On the day of " Arafat, some people who
were with me differed about if the Prophet (i, & & L)
was fasting. Some said that he was fasting while others said
that he was not fasting. So I sent a bowl full of milk to him
while he was riding his camel at ‘Arafat, and he drank that
milk.”

There is a difference of opinion regarding why
those standing in ‘Arafah’s vicinity should abstain from
fasting on ‘Arafah Day. Some scholars, such as al-Khiraqi,
said that the wisdom behind it is that the people have more
strength to invoke Allah.

U[Shaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir 'Hassunah said that an-Nasaii, in
his book, al-Kubra (2:2830), Abu Dawood in the, Sunan (2440),
and ibn Majah in the, Sunan (1732) collected this "Hadith.
Shaikh Wahby said “This ‘Hadith is found in, Silsilat al-Ahadith
adh-Dha’eefah, by al-Albani (404)”, wherein al-Albani complied
his collection of weak “Hadiths.)
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However, Shaikh al-Islam ibn Taimiyyah, among
other scholars, stated that the wisdom behind it is that it is a
day of celebration for them and this is why it is not
recommended for them to fast it. He said that the proof to
this statement is the ‘Hadith collected in the Sunan
collections, where the Messenger of Allah (-, & & t2)
said,

"'&”’L’“}“ Jl bie 6, fL;T’J ‘ ,‘;Js ray m’,’p r,,

““Arafah Day, Sacrifice Day and the days at Mina' are
days of ‘Eed (Celebration, festival) for us, people of
Islam.

My Shaikh, ibn Taimiyyah, said, “The Day of
‘Arafah is a day of ‘Eed for those present at ‘Arafah,
because in contrast to the rest of the Muslims, they are
gathered in its vicinity. The rest of the Muslims gather
during the Day of Sacrifice, which is their "Eed day. When
‘Arafah Day falls on a Friday, then two "Eeds coincide with
each other.”

Sixth, ‘Arafah Day is the day when Allah (4w, é.2)
completed the religion for His faithful slaves and perfected
His Favor on them. There is a "Hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari
(45) [and also Muslim (3017)] stating that, Tariq ibn

“][The days at Mina, are the eleventh, the twelfth and the
thirteenth of the lunar month of Dhul-"Hijjah, the month of the
‘Hajj. Spending the nights of these days at Mina is a requirement
of 'Hajj (Pilgrimage).]

PIrShaikh “Irfan said that Ahmad (4:17384), at-Tirmidhi (773),
al-'Hakim (1:1586) and Abu Dawood (2419) collected this
authentic ‘Hadith. Shaikh Wahby said, “Refer to, Sahih Sunan
Abu Dawood, by al-Albani (2114).”]
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Shihab said, “A Jew said to "Umar ibn al-Khattab, ‘O,
Chief of the Believers! There is an Ayah (verse) in your
Book (4/-Qur’an) that you recite; if it was revealed to us,
the Jews, while knowing on which day it was revealed, we
would take that day as a day of celebration.” Umar said,
“Which Ayah is that?’ The Jew said,

ey o 13 ey (K5 (KT LSS )
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(This day I have perfected your religion for you, completed
My favors upon you, and have chosen for you, Islam as
your religion)! "Umar ibn al-Khattab said, ‘I know
definitely on what day this Verse was revealed and in
which area it was revealed; it was revealed to Allah’s
Messenger (i, <& 3 i) on the day of ‘Arafat, on a Friday.
We were then standing with him at ‘Arafah.”

Seventh, Friday will be the Day of the Grand Stand
and the Momentous Gathering for the Day of Resurrection,
which will commence on a Friday. The Prophet (& & i

o 5) said,
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“The best day on which the sun rises is Friday. During it,

Adam was created, entered to Paradise and expelled from

5:3]
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it. During it, the Last Hour will commence. Also, during it
there is an hour during which if a Muslim slave invokes
Allah for anything that is good and righteous, then Allah
will grant him what he asked.”" Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored (4w, ©~.) legislated a day during which His slaves
gather and remember the beginning of creation,
Resurrection, Paradise and the Fire. Allah (1., ©~2) chose
Friday for this Ummah, because the beginning of
mankind’s creation started on a Friday and will end on a
Friday. This is why the Prophet (i, & & i) used to recite
Surat as-Sajdah (chapter 32 in the Qur’an) and Surat al-
Insan (chapter 76) during the Friday Fajr (Dawn) Prayer’,
since these two Suras contain news of what transpired in
the past and what is to come, on Fridays. They contain the
news of Adam’s creation, the beginning and end of creation
and entering Paradise or the Fire. The Prophet (L, & & L)
used to remind the Ummah during Fridays of what took
place and what will take place in the future, on Fridays
(Jumu’ah). In a similar stance, in the largest gathering on
earth, on ‘Arafah, mankind (Muslims) remember the Grand
Stand before the Hands of the Lord the Exalted, also on a
Friday. By the time half the Day [of Resurrection] has
pasted, the people of Paradise will be residing in their
dwellings and the people of the Hellfire will be residing in
their dwellings.

([Shaikh ‘Irfan said that Imam Malik, in his book, al-Muwattaa
(242), Abu Dawood (1046), at-Tirmidhi (491), ibn ‘Hibban
(7:2772), al-'Hakim (1:1030), al-Baghawi in his book, al-Mirqat
(1050) and Ahmad, in his book, al-Musnad (3:10307) collected
this ‘Hadith from Abu Hurairah. Shaikh Wahby said that this
‘Hadith is found in, Sahih Muslim (1411)].

If Al-Bukhari (842) and Muslim (1454)].
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Eighth, the obedience to Allah (Ju,%~2) that
Muslims demonstrate on Friday and during its night (which
precedes the day), is on a higher level than on other days.
Even some sinners respect the night and day of Friday and
think that those who dare commit Allah’s prohibitions
during that time will receive His instant punishment,
without delay. They believe this idea, stating that they
learned it through experience. This demonstrates the status
of Friday and its honor with Allah, especially since He
(U, #~2) chose it above all other days. Surely, standing at
‘Arafah during a Friday will only increase its virtue and
status.

Ninth, Friday is the day when the people of Paradise
will receive the Mazid. It is the day when the people of
Paradise will see Allah, the Blessed the Most Honored.
Those who used to be the earliest to go to the Masjid [on
Friday, without waking in haste], will be the first to earn
this honor. The nearest to Allah (4, &~—2) then, will be
those who used to be the nearest to the Imam'. The
residents of Paradise feel eagerness for Jumu ah, Friday,
the day of the Mazid, on account of the honor they receive
on that day. Therefore, when ‘Arafah Day coincides with
Friday, it acquires more status and virtue, more so than in
other days.

Tenth, during the evening of Arafah Day, Allah
(4vs) 4~—2) draws near to those standing in its vicinity and
mentions their gathering to the angels, saying,
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Wiwho leads the Friday Prayer after delivering the sermon].
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“What do these seek? Bear witness that I have forgiven
them.”" Allah (3, %~~) draws close to them at a time that
coincides with the hour of accepted invocation [on
Fridays], during which He does not fail anyone who asks
Him for any good and righteous thing. The slaves also draw
closer to Allah (4w, ©~.) by invoking Him with submission
and humility during that hour, earning two types of
closeness.

First, that hour being the hour of accepted
invocation®. Second, Allah’s drawing near to them while
they are standing on ‘Arafah and mentioning their
gathering to the angels. This is when the hearts of the
people of Faith taste these virtues and increase in strength,
joy, happiness and elation, while hoping for the generosity
of their Lord and His Favors. These are the virtues of
Friday, if it falls on ‘Arafah Day, thus, elevating it above
other days. As for the idea popular among commoners that
a Friday that falls on ‘Arafah equals seventy two "Hajj, it is
invalid and does not rely on any authentic narration leading
to Allah’s Prophet (;L-, & & i =), his companions or the
Tabi'in’.

Allah Chooses What He Wills from All Types of
Creation

Therefore, Allah (4, 4~2) chooses the purest from
each kind of creation, prefers these choices for Himself and
selects them above other creation. Verily, Allah (4, 4-.2)
is Tayyib (Pure, Good) and only loves the Tayyib, that is

MMuslim (2402) collected this ‘Hadith in the, Sahih, until,
“Bear witness...”]
[ The last hour after ‘Asr Prayer on Fridays, as we stated].

Bl{Second generation of Islam]
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the good, pure actions, statements and charity. Certainly,
Allah chooses the Tayyib of everything'.

There are two kinds of Allah’s creation, at-Tayyib
and otherwise (al-Khabeeth); this is the distinction between
the slave earning happiness or misery. Surely, the Tayyib
only deserves the Tayyib, longs for nothing less than the
Tayyib, feels comfort when acquiring it and his heart feels

([Shaikh “Irfan said that Muslim narrated in the, Sahih (1015),
that Abu Hurairah (& X ;) said that Allah’s Messenger (& J -
oLy o) said,
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“0, people, Allah is Tayyib (Good and Pure) and He therefore,
accepts only that which is good and pure. And Allah commanded
the believers as He commanded the Messengers by saying, (O,
Messengers, eat of the good things, and do good deeds; verily I
am aware of what you do}[23:51), and, {O, those who believe,
eat of the good things that We gave you)[2:172].”” The Prophet
(=3 & & L) then made a mention of a person who travels
widel);, his hair untidy and covered with dust. He lifts his hands
towards the sky (and thus makes the supplication), “O Lord, O
Lord,” whereas his diet is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his
clothes are unlawful and his nourishment is unlawful. How can
his supplication be accepted?”’]
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tranquillity with it only. The 7Tayyib only utters Tayyib
statements, other than which do not ascend to Allah, ta'ala.
The Tayyib abhors foul speech, the tongue that utters sinful
and obscene words, lying, backbiting, spreading calumnies,
slandering, false witness and every kind of evil speech.
Moreover, the Tayyib only likes the Tayyib actions,
which acquire the quality of being Tayyib through
Prophetic legislation, attested to by uncorrupt Fitrah' and

M[Al-Fitrah, is the nature that Allah created in mankind
attesting, asserting and knowing that Allah is One, none has the
right to be worshipped except Him. People’s Fitrah gets
corrupted by their parents, who choose any other religion than
Islam, such as fire-worshipping, Christianity and Judaism. The
Prophet (L= <& 41 i) said in a "Hadith al-Bukhari and Muslim
collected, usiﬁg various narrations, from Abu Hurairah (i =
i), who said that the Prophet (;L; <& & L) said,
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“Every child is born on Al-Fitrah (Islam) and then his parents
make him Jewish, Christian or Magian (a Majoosi, worshipping
fire), as an animal produces a perfect young animal: do you see
any part of its body amputated?” Abu Hurairah (‘i & ;) then
said, “Read, (The religion of pure Islamic Faith (Hanifa, to
worship none but Allah), The pure Allah's Islamic nature with
which He (Allah) has created mankind. Let There be no change
in Allah's religion (to join none in Allah’s worship). That is the
straight religion, but most of men know not.) [30:30]]
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sound minds. In this case, the Shar 'a (Islamic Legislation),
the mind and the Fitrah agree to the Tayyib, such as
worshipping Allah (y<,%~—2) Alone without partners,
preferring His Pleasure to one’s own pleasure and striving
hard to acquire His Love, as much as one can.
Consequently, one will be kind to Allah’s creation as much
as he can, doing for them what he likes them to do for him,
while saving them from what he likes to be saved from.
One will also be sincere to Allah’s creation as he is sincere
to himself, judge for them what he would judge for himself,
endures their harm with patience and refrain from annoying
them. One will also refrain from slandering them and will
not return their slander with the same. If one knows of their
good qualities, one announces them and when one uncovers
a mistake they committed, one conceals it for them. He
tries hard to offer excuses for them, without transgressing
the limits of the Shari ah (Islamic Rulings) or contradicting
Allah’s Commands and Prohibitions.

The Tayyib among mankind is also endowed with
Tayyib and graceful mannerism, such as forbearing, grace,
tranquillity, mercy, patience, faithfulness, leniency,
gentleness and truthfulness. His or her heart is free from
rage, betrayal, anger and enviousness. He or she is humble,
soft and kind with the people of Faith, and strong and harsh
with Allah’s enemies. He or she saves his or her face from
submission and humiliation to anyone besides Allah. He or
she is chaste, courageous, generous and supportive and has
every kind of good conduct preferred by the Shari'ah the
Fitrah and sound minds. He or she chooses only the Tayyib
foods, every type of legally acquired beneficial food that
best nourishes the body and the soul, while saving the slave
from any repercussions on its account. He or she does not
choose except the Tayyib and pure ways of satisfying
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sexual needs, the Tayyib and sweet scents and the Tayyib
companions and friends.

Therefore, he or she has a Tayyib soul, a Tayyib
body, a Tayyib mannerism, Tayyib actions, Tayyib speech,
Tayyib foods, Tayyib drinks, Tayyib clothes, a Tayyib
marriage, a Tayyib entrance, a Tayyib exit, a Tayyib life and
a Tayyib final destination. He or she is among those whom
Allah (w5, 4-.2) the Exalted described,
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(Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious
state [pure from all evil, and worshipping none but Alldh
Alone] saying [to them]: Saldmun ‘Alaikum [peace be on
you] enter you Paradise, because of that (the good) which
you used to do [in the world]”, those, to whom the keepers
of Paradise will say,

{ i u},mr..br_ﬂ’;"

(“Saldmun ‘Alaikum [peace be upon you)! You have done
well, so enter here to abide therein ”)2, meaning, enter it,
because you are Tayyib. Further, Allah (Jos,4~2) the
Exalted said,

Mr16:32]
21139:72]



89

1

Cdall ARl i) O madly Gansl) Ssd B
{ oy o,

(Al-Khabeethatu lil-Khabeetheena wa-l-Khabeethuna lil-
Khabeethat, wa-t-Tayyibatu lit-Tayyibeena wa-t-Tayyibuna
lit-Tayyibat.}' The Tafsir (meaning) given to this Ayah
asserts that the Khabeeth (evil, impure) statements are
suitable for Khabeeth persons, while the Tayyib (good and
pure) statements are suitable for the Tayyib people. Another
Tafsir (explanation) for this Ayah states that the Tayyib
women are suitable for the Tayyib men and the Khabeeth
women are suitable for the Khabeeth men. However, the
Ayah has a more general scope of meaning. Consequently,
the good and pure statements, actions and women are
suitable for the good and pure statements, actions and men.
In contrast, the evil and impure statements, actions and
woman are suitable for their likes whether statements,
actions or men. Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored,
made the 7Zayyib in its entirety in Paradise and the
Khabeeth in its entirety in the Fire. He divided the
dwellings into three categories. First, there is Paradise, the
Dwelling that was made pure for the Tayyib; it is prohibited
for all that is not Tayyib, and contains all that is Tayyib.
Second, a Dwelling that was made pure evil for the
Khabeeth of all kinds; only the Khabeeth enters it, and it is
the Hellfire. There is a third Dwelling in which the Tayyib
and the Khabeeth are mixed; it is this earthly life. This is
the reason why there are trials and afflictions occurring in
this life, on account of the Tayyib mixing with the
Khabeeth in it; all this takes place according to Allah’s

t124:26)
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Wisdom. On the Day when the creation will be brought
back to life, Allah (4., &~2) will separate the Tayyib from
the Khabeeth. He will place the Tayyib and its people in a
Dwelling exclusively for them and none else, while placing
the Khabeeth and its people in a Dwelling exclusively for
them and none else. Consequently, the Dwellings will
become only two, Paradise, residence of the Tayyibun, and
Hellfire, residence of the Khabeethun. Allah (4, 4~.) the
Exalted will award or recompense each group of people its
reward or punishment, according to their actions. Allah
(U, 4~—2) will make the good statements, actions and
conduct of the Tayyibun the foundation of their delight and
enjoyment, by creating, on their account, the most perfect
means and ways of happiness and elation as rewards for
them. Allah (s, 4~—2) will make the most evil of the
statements, actions and behavior of the evil group the
source of their punishment and pain, creating from them the
clements of torment and agony. Certainly, this is a
tremendous wisdom and a clear and overwhelming might
by which Allah (4, #~~) demonstrates to His slaves His
perfect Lordship, Wisdom, Knowledge, Fairness and
Mercy. His enemies shall then come to now that it is they
who were lying and untruthful, not Allah’s righteous,
truthful Messengers. Allah (4., %~.) the Exalted said,

< ’:. 7 0r /9‘/0/
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(And they swear by AllGh their strongest oaths, that Alldh
will not raise up him who dies. Yes, [He will raise them up],
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— a promise (binding) upon Him in truth, but most of
mankind know not. In order that He may make manifest to
them the truth of that wherein they differ, and that those
who disbelieved (in Resurrection, and in the Oneness of
Allah) may know that they were liars.)"

Allah (4, %~~) the Exalted and Most Honored
made an identity (or mark) by which happiness and misery
are known. Hence, the Tayyib and happy deserves only the
Tayyib, for this type only does, initiates, and touches only
what is Tayyib. In contrast, the Khabeeth and miserable
only deserves the Khabeeth, for nothing except the
Khabeeth comes out of them or is initiated by them. This
kind’s heart gushes forth with evilness, which appears on
their tongue and limbs, while only good and pure things
gush forth from the Tayyib’s heart and appear on his tongue
and limbs.

Some people might have a degree of both [Tayyib
and Khabeeth] in them, whichever wins over the other and
becomes dominant, will designate the person as one of its
people. Those for whom Allah (J_.,a~—2) wills the good
end, He will cleanse them from the evil part before death
comes to them. Therefore, they will go back to Allah (&2
Ju,) after being purified, without needing to be purified in
Hellfire! This is because Allah (4, £~2) has purified them
[in this life] by directing them to offer sincere repentance
and perform righteous good deeds that erase [sins], and by
testing them with various afflictions that eradicate [sins and
mistakes, as well®]. Therefore, they will meet Allah (4~

[16:38-39]
CI[Shaikh “Irfan said that al-Bukhari (5640) narrated that Aishah
(& 2 ;2;) said that Allah’s Messenger (;L-) e ) said,=
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Ju,) sinless. As for the type [that still has both Tayyib and
Khabeeth parts], Allah (1w, 4~2.) might withhold from them
the means and ways for purity. Therefore, they will meet
Allah (s, 4~—_) on the Day of Resurrection having both
goodness and evil in them. It is Allah’s wisdom that no one
will be neighbors to Him while having an evil part in them,
and this is why He enters the latter type into Hellfire, to
cleanse and purify them. When their Faith is rid of
impurity, they become eligible to be neighbors with Allah
and fellow dwellers of the Tayyibun among His slaves. This
type will remain in the Fire as short or as long as needed to
eradicate their evilness, whereas the fastest among them to
depart the Fire are those who are purified first. Those
whose exit from it is delayed, as just recompense, be those
who will be the slowest to be purified from their evilness.
Surely, Allah (4w, 4~.2) is never unjust to the slaves.

Since the Mushrik (polytheist, disbeliever) is
Khabeeth in essence, Khabeeth in nature, the Fire cannot
cleanse his evilness. And even if he departs the Fire, he will
revert to his old evilness. His example is that of a dog that
goes into the sea and departs it [remaining a dog, a fact that
cannot be washed off by seawater]. This is why Allah has
prohibited Paradise for the Mushriks.

Since the pure, righteous faithful believer is free
from impurities, the Fire is prohibited for him because there

S B L G A i ) L Ll et e U
“No calamity befalls a Muslim but that Allah expiates some of

his sins because of it, even if it was a prick that he receives from
a thorn.”]
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is nothing in him that requires cleansing by fire. All praise
is due to He Whose wisdom has overwhelmed the minds
and comprehension, He to Whom the uncorrupt Fitrah and
minds of His slaves attest to His perfect Fairness, Lordship
of all that exists and being the only Deity worthy of
worship.

All Mankind and Jinns Need to Know the Prophet of
Allah

All slaves need, more than anything else, to know
the Messenger (:L-, & & 1 =) and what he was sent with,
believe in what he conveyed and obey his commands.
There is no other path to earn happiness and success in this
life or the Hereafter, except through the Messengers. There
is no method, with which the good and evil are known
precisely, except through the Messengers. There is no
possibility to earn Allah’s Pleasure, except through the
Messengers.

All good actions, statements and conduct are
included in the guidance that the Messengers have brought
forth. They indeed are the scale with which all statements,
types of conduct and actions are weighed. Following the
Messengers distinguishes people of guidance from people
of deviation.

The need for the Messengers is therefore more vital
to the body than its soul, the eye to its light and the soul to
its very life. Every type of necessity and need is much less
than the slave’s necessity and need for the Messengers.
What do you think of a person, who if you lack access to
his guidance and what he brought, even for an instance,
your heart will spoil and become like a fish when it departs
water and is placed in the frying pan?
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This is the state of the slave when his heart
contradicts the guidance of the Messengers. Only a living
heart will understand these meanings; wounds cannot hurt a
dead corpse!

Since the slave’s success and happiness in this life
and the Hereafter are tied to the guidance of the Prophet
(= & L), it is incumbent on all those who seek their
own goodness and want to save themselves and be happy,
to know the Prophet’s guidance, life-story and his way. By
doing so, one removes oneself from being among those
who are ignorant of the Prophet and instead places oneself
among those who are his following, group and party.

People differ regarding the degree they earn of these
qualities, some earning less, some earning more and some
earning none. All Favors and Bounties are in the Hand of
Allah (4, é~—) and He gives them to whoever He wills.
Surely, Allah is the Owner of Great Favor.

This Book

These are a few words knowing which is necessary
to those who have interest in knowing their Prophet (& 1.
oL 2, z), his Seerah (life-Story) and his guidance. I write
these words at a time when focus is hindered by fatigue, as
well as, shortcomings and grief. Added to this is a weak
trade (he means his knowledge), so insignificant that the
doors are not opened in its welcome, nor would people
compete to earn and acquire it. Added to this is the fact that
these words are being written while travelling, not while
settled at home. Consequently, the heart’s attention is
scattered in its various valleys, the activity is utterly
disengaged and the references are unavailable.
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Moreover, those who, when aspects of knowledge
are discussed with, knowledge flows from them through its
door, are not present now. Verily, the stem of beneficial
knowledge, which brings forth happiness, has grown
weaker and its residence has become vacant of its dwellers,
empty without them. Thus, the tongue of the scholar has
become full of insignificant words, because of the
dominant tide of the ignorant, while the means and ways to
heal it have themselves become the reasons behind its
demise, due to the abundance of those who are misguided,
the corrupters.

There is no resort, except to observe good patience.
Surely, help and aid only come from Allah, Alone. Truly,
Allah is Sufficient for us; how excellent He is as a
Supporter'.

M[Observe how modest and humble this Imam was. Who, other
than this caliber of Imam, would write a volume of thousands of
pages containing thousands of details about the Sunnah and
hundreds of narrations, while traveling? Yet, most of the
narrations he writes are authentic and the numerous details of
history and Figh are true and following the Sumnah of the
Prophet (:L—; & i jiv). All of this was done while travelling to
Makkah, being away from home and useful reference books,
relying only on Allah Who endowed ibn al-Qayyim with
profound knowledge, memory and intelligence, as well as,
fondness of the way of the Prophet (:L-; < & i.). Added to all
this, is the fact that travelling is hard and makes it difficult to
concentrate, let alone author a book containing thousands of
pages, from memory. Yet, ibn al-Qayyim is humble and
apologizes to us that the shortcoming we might find in this book
is because of all these reasons together. We only invoke Allah to
bestow His Mercy and Paradise on ibn al-Qayyim and to grant us
the good qualities of love and respect for him and the rest of
Islam’s respected scholars. We also ask Allah to grant us even a=
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The Prophet’s Family Lineage

Among all people of the earth, Prophet (Muhammad
L=, & & L) has the best genealogy and the most honorable
family lineage. Even his enemies attested to this fact, such
as Abu Sufyan, who had to attest to the Prophet’s
honorable lineage before the Roman King.

[Al-Bukhari narrated (‘Hadith no. 7) that Abu
Sufyan ibn ‘Harb, who later became Muslim, said that
Hercules sent a messenger to him while he was
accompanying a caravan from Quraish. They were
merchants doing business in Sham (Syria, Palestine,
Lebanon and Jordan), at a time when Allah’s Apostle (& i
¢ <) had a truce with Abu Sufyan and Quraish infidels.
So Abu Sufyan and his companions went to Hercules at
Ilya (Jerusalem). Hercules called them in the court and had
all senior Roman dignitaries gathered around him. He
called for his translator who, translating Hercules’ question
said to them, “Who amongst you is closely related to that
man who claims to be a Prophet?” Abu Sufyan replied, “I
am the nearest relative to him (amongst the group).”
Hercules said, “Bring him (Abu Sufyan) close to me and
make his companions stand behind him.” Abu Sufyan
added, “Hercules told his translator to tell my companions
that he wanted to ask me some questions regarding that
man (the Prophet ;L -; « %} [ =) and that if I told a lie they
(my companions) should contradict me.” Abu Sufyan
added, “By Allah! Had I not been afraid of my companions
labeling me a liar, I would not have spoken the truth about
the Prophet (1=« i ,iv). The first question he asked me
about him was, ‘What is his family status amongst you?’ I

=fraction of their knowledge and sound comprehension, because
even the fraction is still a great deal!]
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replied, 'He belongs to the best (most noble) family
amongst us.” Hercules further asked, ‘Has anyone among
you ever claimed the same (to be a Prophet) before him?’ I
replied, ‘No.” He said, ‘Was anyone among his ancestors a
king?’ I replied, ‘No.” Hercules asked, ‘Do the nobles or
the poor follow him?’ I replied, ‘It is the poor who follow
him.” He said, ‘Are his followers increasing or decreasing
(day by day)?’ I replied, ‘They are increasing.” He then
asked, ‘Does anyone among those who embrace his
religion become displeased and renounce the religion
afterwards?’ I replied, “No.” Hercules said, ‘Have you ever
accused him of telling lies before his claim (to be a
Prophet)?’ I replied, ‘No.” Hercules said, ‘Does he break
his promises?’ I replied, ‘No. We are at truce with him but
we do not know what he will do in it.” I could not find
opportunity to say anything against him except that.
Hercules asked, ‘Have you ever had a war with him?’ 1
replied, ‘Yes.” He said, ‘What was the outcome of the
battles?” 1 replied, ‘Sometimes he was victorious and
sometimes we.” Hercules said, “What does he order you to
do?’ I said, ‘He tells us to worship Allah and Allah alone
and not worship anything along with Him and to renounce
all that our ancestors believed. He orders us to pray, to
speak the truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations with
our Kith and kin.' Hercules asked the translator to convey
to me the following, ‘I asked you about his family and your
reply was that he belonged to a very noble family. In fact
all the Apostles come from noble families among their
respective peoples. I questioned you whether anybody else
amongst you claimed such a thing, your reply was in the
negative. If the answer had been in the affirmative, 1 would
have thought that this man was following the previous
man's statement. Then I asked you whether any of his
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ancestors was a king. Your reply was in the negative, and if
it had been in the affirmative, I would have thought that
this man wanted to take back his ancestral kingdom. I
further asked whether he was ever accused of telling lies
before he said what he said, and your reply was in the
negative. So I wondered how a person who does not tell a
lie about others could ever tell a lie about Allah. I, then,
asked you whether the rich people followed him or the
poor. You replied that it was the poor who followed him,
and in fact, followers of all Apostles were from this very
class of people. Then I asked you whether his followers
were increasing or decreasing. You replied that they were
increasing. Surely, this is the way of true Faith, until it is
complete in all respects. I further asked you whether there
was anyone, who, after embracing his religion, became
displeased and discarded his religion. Your reply was in the
negative, and in fact this is (the sign of) true faith, when its
delight enters the hearts and completely mixes with them. I
asked you whether he had ever betrayed. You replied in the
negative and likewise the Apostles never betray. I asked
you what he ordered you to do. You replied that he ordered
you to worship Allah and Allah alone and not to worship
any thing along with Him and forbade you to worship idols
and ordered you to pray, speak the truth and be chaste. If
what you have said is true, then he will very soon occupy
this place underneath my feet. I knew it (from the
scriptures) that he was going to appear but I did not know
that he would be from you, and if I could reach him
definitely, I would go immediately to meet him and if I
were with him, I would certainly wash his feet.””’]

Therefore, the most honorable people are the
Prophet’s people, the most dignified tribe is his tribe and
the most notable family is his family.
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He is Muhammad, ibn (son of) Abdullah, ibn Abdul
Muttalib, ibn Hashim, ibn Abd Manaf, ibn Qusai, ibn
Kilab, ibn Murrah, ibn Ka'b, ibn Luay, ibn Ghalib, ibn Fihr,
ibn Malik, ibn an-Nadhr, ibn Kinanah, ibn Khuzaimah, ibn
Mudrikah, ibn Ilyas, ibn Mudhar, ibn Nizar, ibn Ma’add,
ibn ‘Adnan.

The scholars of genealogy agree until “Adnan,
without differences between them in this regard. The
Prophet’s forefathers above Adnan are not agreed upon,
even though there is no difference of opinion regarding
Adnan being a direct descendant of Prophet Isma’eel,
Ishmael, (¢ f;i;)'. Isma’eel is Adh-Dhabee H’, according to
the statements of the scholars from among the companions,
the Tabi'in and successive generations.

The opinion that the Dhabee "h was actually Prophet
Is’haq (Isaac) is false, and there are twenty different ways
to refute it. I heard Shaikh al-Islam ibn Taimiyyah, may
Allah (Js, 4~2) purify his soul, say, “This (false) opinion
was taken from the People of the Scriptures, but it is
refuted according to the text of their book. In their book is
the reference that Allah (y<,%-~—) commanded Prophet
Ibrahim to slaughter his firstborn son. In another narration,
it says ‘his only son.” The People of the Scriptures do not
doubt, just as the case with Muslims, that Isma‘eel was
Ibrahim’s firstborn.

Those who embraced the false opinion [that Is’haq
was the Dhabee 'h] were deceived because in the present
version of the Torah, it says, ‘Slaughter your son, Is'haq
(Isaac).” This addition is a lie that they introduced and
contradicts the 7orah’s other statement, ‘Slaughter your

M[Son of Prophet Ibrahim, Abraham, (>4 ), father of the
Arabs and the Children of Israel!]
R The son who was about to be slaughtered].
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firstborn, your only son.” The Jews envied the children of
Isma’eel because of this honor; they wanted to claim it for
themselves, acquire it and make it theirs, instead of the
Arabs. But Allah (4w, 4~.2) wills that His Bounty is given to
those who deserve it. How could the Dhabee h be Isaac,
when Allah the Exalted sent glad tidings to his mother that
she would bear him, and he, later, would have a son,
Ya'qub? Allah the Exalted said that the angels said to
Ibrahim, when they brought the glad tidings to him,

(“Fear not, we have been sent against the people of Liit
[Lot].” And his wife was standing (there), and she laughed'.
But We gave her glad tidings of Ishdq [Isaac), and after
Ishdq, of Ya‘qub [Jacob])[11:70-71]. It is not possible that
Allah sent the glad tidings of her bearing a son and then
order that he be slaughtered. Ya'qub is undoubtedly
included in this glad tidings, from the 4yah mentioning
bearing Isaac, who would have a son, Jacob.

Further, Allah mentioned the story of Ibrahim and
his son, who was supposed to be slaughtered, in Surat as-

Saffat, saying,
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MrEither, because the messengers did not eat their food or for
being glad for the destruction of the people of Lit (Lot)].
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(Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the
Will of Allah), and he had laid him prostrate on his
forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaughtering).
We called out to him: “O Abraham! You have fulfilled the
dream!” Verily, thus do We reward the Mubhsinin
(good-doers). Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial. And
We ransomed him with a great sacrifice (a ram). And We
left for him [a goodly remembrance] among the later
generations. “Saldm (peace) be upon Ibrahim [ Abraham]/”
Thus indeed do We reward the Muhsinin (good-doers).
Verily, he was one of Our believing slaves)1 Allah (Jw, §-2)
said, next,

Coodlal (G5 BLY 36205 B

(And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishdq [Isaac] — a
Prophet from the righteous.)’ This is the glad tidings
delivered to Ibrahim, for Allah (4., %~_*) appreciated his
patience regarding what He commanded. This indicates that
the son referred to in this Ayah, that delivers glad tidings
[of becoming a Prophet], is not the same as the first [whom
Ibrahim was commanded to slaughter].

M 37:103-111]
@1(37:112)
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Some might say that the second glad tidings brought
the good news of Is’haq becoming a Prophet, after his
father observed patience regarding what he was
commanded to do. The father submitted to Allah’s
Command and Allah (3, %-~.) rewarded him by endowing
his son with Prophethood, they claimed.

In reply, we say that the glad tidings in the Ayah
[about sending Is'haq as a Prophet] pertained to both his
coming to life and then becoming a Prophet later on! The
glad tiding of Is’haq becoming a Prophet surely and
logically entails his coming to life and then living long
enough become a Prophet, as well.
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Proofs that Prophet Isma’eel was the Dhabee h not
Prophet Is'haq

There is no doubt that the Dhabee 'h was in Makkah
at the time'. This is why it is legislated to slaughter animals
on the Day of Sacrifice, in Makkah. Sai’ (walking at a fast
pace) between Mounts Safa and Marwah and throwing the
pebbles at al-Jamrat were legislated in remembrance of
Isma’eel and his mother, Hajar, and to establish the
remembrance of Allah. Isma’eel and his mother were in
Makkah, as is well-known, rather than Is'haq and his
mother. This is why the incident of Allah ordering the
slaughter [of Isma’eel by his father Ibrahim] coincided,
time-wise, in the area of al-Masjid al-'Haram, which
Ibrahim and Isma'eel cooperated in building. Also,
legislating the slaughtering of animals in Makkah
completes the rituals of "Hajj to the Sacred House, which
was established, time-wise and place-wise, by Ibrahim and
Isma'eel. Had the order of slaughter been in the Sham area
(or Palestine), as the People of the Scriptures and those
who learned from them claim, then the rituals of
slaughtering would have been established in the Sham area,
not in Makkah.

Also, Allah (4, 4-~—2) called the son who was
supposed to be slaughtered a ‘Haleem, meaning,
‘forbearing’. This is befitting, since there is no patience and
forbearing greater than from he who surrenders to be
slaughtered in obedience to his Lord. When Allah (4w, 4t~.2)
mentioned Is’haq, He described him as being an ‘Aleem,
meaning, ‘learned’. Allah the Exalted said,

M[When Allah (4, %~) ordered Prophet Ibrahim to slaughter
his firstborn son].
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(Has the story reached you, of the honored guests [three
angels; Jibril (Gabriel) along with another two] of Ibrdhim
(Abraham)? When they came in to him and said: “Saldm,
(peace be upon you)!” He answered: “Saldm, [peace be on
you],” and said: “You are a people unknown to me”)", until
His statement,

rd

e 3, 8550 Lo 1,06 )

(They said: “Fear not.”™ And they gave him glad tidings of
an ‘Aleem son [having knowledge about Alldh and His
religion of True Monotheism].)’ This Ayah is indeed about
Is’haq, son of Ibrahim with his wife [Sarah]; she is the
woman who received this glad tiding. As for Isma’eel, he
was the son of the slave-girl [Hajar]. Ibrahim and Sarah
were given the glad tidings of a son; they were old and had
lost hope in having children. Isma’eel (;24 <), on the other
hand, was born before that.

It is Allah’s way that He created, in mankind, that
they love their firstborn more than the children who are
born afterwards. When Ibrahim (p» 2 &) asked his Lord to

N[51:24-25]

@[ This occurred when the angels noticed some fear over the face
of Abraham, so they told him that they are Allah’s Messengers.
And they also gave the glad news to his wife Sarah that she will
give birth to a son (Isaac).]

Bl[51:28]
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grant him a son, and Allah (J,%~") accepted his
supplication, his heart loved his son dearly. Allah (4w, -.2)
the Exalted chose Ibrahim as His Khalil (intimate Friend).
This status requires dedicating all love to Allah (<, %~—2)
Alone, without anyone having a share in this love. When
the son took a sizable part of his father’s heart, Allah (4~
Juwy) commanded that Ibrahim (¢»—4. ) slaughter his
[firstborn] son, his loved one.

When Ibrahim (>4 <) submitted to the command
and proved that Allah’s love was greater in his heart than
his love for his son, the status of Khalil became solely
dedicated to Allah (4, %-~_2) Alone. Hence, there was no
benefit for the slaughter actually taking place, since the test
was for Ibrahim’s heart to purify its dedication to
implementing Allah’s Command. When Allah’s Command
was honored in Ibrahim’s heart, Allah (4, &~2) abrogated
the command to him (¢4 ) to slaughter his son and He
(4 ¥~~) ransomed the son with a great ram. Al-Khalil,
Ibrahim (¢4 &), believed in the vision he saw [wherein he
was slaughtering his son], and Allah (3, &~.2) willed that
what He decided take place.

It is a fact that this test occurred when the firstborn
son was born, not when the second son was born. The
status and level of intimate dedication to Allah (i, &t~_~)
was not put to the test when the second son was born, and
therefore, no command to slaughter the second son took
place.

To continue, Sarah, the wife of al-Khalil, became
jealous from Hajar and her son. Hajar was a slave, but
when she gave birth to Isma'eel and his father so loved him,
Sarah’s jealousy was ignited. Allah (1, 4~._2) the Exalted
commanded that Hajar and her son be taken away from
Sarah’s sight and left to dwell in the area of Makkah, so
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that Sarah’s jealousy would subside. This signifies Allah’s
Mercy and Compassion. Afterwards, how could Allah ( 4.
Jui,) order Ibrahim to slaughter Sarah’s son, not the son of
the slave-girl? Allah’s Mercy had taken away what caused
Sarah’s grief, so why would He order her son to be
slaughtered? Rather, His infinite wisdom was that the order
to slaughter be for the son of the slave-girl, so that her
mistress would feel pity towards her and her son, replacing
ill feelings and jealousy with mercy. Sarah would then
realize the virtue of the slave-girl and her son and that
Allah (3, %~—) would never lead astray a family with
which this woman and her son belong. Allah (J s, %~_2)
willed that His slaves witness how He mends the
relationships that were broken, how He brings relief after
affliction. He willed that they witness how, when Hajar and
her son became patient with being far, alone and in a
strange land, as well as, submitting to Allah’s will to
slaughter the boy, He (4w, %~2) changed their condition for
them. Allah (y<, #~~) decided that the areas where Hajar
and her son stepped, be areas where His faithful slaves
practice their rituals, until the Day of Resurrection. This is
Allah’s way with those whom He wills to elevate from
among His creation, He grants them Favors after they were

thought to be weak and feeble,
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(And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak [and
oppressed] in the land, and to make them rulers and to
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make them the inheritors.)' Indeed, this is the Favor of
Allah, He grants it to whomever He chooses, and Allah
(5 A2y is the Owner of the Great Favor®.

(1128:5]

) This is the story of Hajar and Isma’eel in Makkah. Al-Bukhari
(3114) narrated that *Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased
with him, said, “When Ibrahim (Abraham g_‘u) had
differences with his wife, (because of her jealousy of Hajar,
Isma’eel’s mother), he took Isma’eel (Ishamel 3~ L_.l;) and his
mother and left. They had a water-skin with them that was filled
with water, Isma’eel’s mother used to drink water from the
water-skin, so that her milk would increase for her child. When
Ibrahim (;»~4 <&) reached Makkah, he made her sit under a tree
and, afterwards, started to return home. Isma’eel’s mother
followed him, and when they reached Kada' (in Makkah), she
called him from behind, ‘O, Ibrahim! To whom are you leaving
us?' He replied, ‘(1 am leaving you) in Allah’s (Care).” She said,
‘I am satisfied to be with Allah.” She returned to her place and
started drinking water from the water-skin, and her milk
increased for her child. When the water had all been used up, she
said to herself, ‘I’d better go and look so that I may see
somebody.' She ascended the Safa Mountain and looked, hoping
to see somebody, in vain. When she came down to the valley,
she ran until she reached the Marwah Mountain. She ran to and
fro (between the two mountains) many times. Then she said to
herself, ‘I’d better go and see the state of the child,’ she went and
found it on the point of dying. She could not endure to watch it
dying and said (to herself), ‘If I go and look, I may find
somebody.” She went and ascended the Safa Mountain and
looked for a long while, but could not find anybody. Thus she
completed seven rounds (of running) between Safa and Marwah.
Again she said (to herself), ‘I’d better go back and see the state
of the child.' But suddenly she heard a voice, and she said to that
strange voice, ‘Help us if you can offer any help.” Lo! It was=
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The Prophet’s Seerah (Life-Story)

There is total agreement that the Prophet (—iz & L~
.1 -.,) was born in Makkah, during the Year of the Elephant.
The tale of the elephant was an introduction that Allah (4.
Jus,) brought forth in and around His House, before the
coming of His Prophet (;i-,« & ). Those who brought
the elephant were Christians and their religion was better
than the religion of the people of Makkah, who were
pagans at that time. Allah (4w, %~.) gave the pagans victory
over the People of the Scriptures, without intervention from

=Jibril (Gabriel ;s I who had made the voice). Jibril hit the
earth with his heel like this (Ibn "Abbas hit the earth with his
heel to illustrate it), and so the water gushed out. Ishmael’s
mother was astonished and started digging. Abu Al-Qasim (the
Prophet (L=, & 1 %) said, ‘If she had left the water, (flow
naturally without her intervention), it would have been flowing
on the surface of the earth.’ Ishmael’s mother started drinking
from the water and her milk increased for her child. Afterwards
some people of the tribe of Jurhum, while passing through the
bottom of the valley, saw some birds, and that astonished them.
They said, ‘Birds can only be found at a place where there is
water.' They sent a messenger who searched for the place, found
the water and returned to inform them about it. Then they all
went to her and said, ‘O, Isma'eel’s mother! Will you allow us to
be with you (or dwell with you)?” (And thus they stayed there.)
Later, her boy reached the age of puberty and married a lady
from them.””

Later on, according to the "Hadith above, Prophet Ibrahim ( &
s 2d) visited Makkah several times. During one of them he
conveyed to Isma’eel Allah’s command to build His House, the
Ka'bah. He asked his son to help him and they both built the
Ka’bah. May Allah’s peace and blessings be on them and on all
of Allah’s Prophets and Messengers.]
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mankind, to protect and honor His Sacred House, as a
prelude to the coming of the Prophet (<& & i (L.,), who was
born in Makkah.

There is a difference of opinion regarding if the
Prophet’s father, Abdullah, died before or after the Prophet
(&, <& & i) was born. The correct opinion is that Abdullah
died while the Prophet (.-, & & i) was yet unborn. There
is a second opinion that the Prophet’s father died seven
months after the Prophet (;&, <& & i) was born. There is no
difference of opinion, though, that the Prophet’s mother,
Aminah, died in the area of al-Abwaa, between Makkah
and Madinah'. She died after she had visited the Prophet’s
maternal uncles in Madinah. The Prophet (., <& & L) was
less than seven years old at the time.

The Prophet’s grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, took
custody of him and reared him, but he also died when the
Prophet (i, < & i) was eight years old. Some historians
said that Abdul Muttalib died when the Prophet (& & [ =
~-,) was six or ten years old. Abu Talib, the Prophet’s
paternal uncle, reared him [until the Prophet became a
young man]. When the Prophet ((L-, & & [ ) was twelve
years old, or nine according to a second opinion, Abu Talib
took him on a [commercial] trip to the Sham area.

During the first trip to Sham, Baheera, a monk, saw
the Prophet (i, & & i) and strongly suggested that Abu
Talib not take him to the Sham area, fearing for his safety
from the Jews. Abu Talib sent the Prophet (;L-, < & [ )
back to Makkah with some of his servants. At-Tirmidhi
(3620) collected a Hadith in which he mentioned that Abu
Talib sent Bilal (the Ethiopian slave) with the Prophet to

MWhich used to be called Yathrib, before the Prophet ( <= b L
+L ;) migrated to it in the year 623 CE].
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Makkah. This is clearly a mistake, because Bilal was not
born at that time. And even if Bilal were already born, he
would not have been with the Prophet’s uncle or with Abu
Bakr [but in his own homeland, Ethiopia]. Al-Bazzar also
collected this Hadith in his, Musnad, but said that Abu
Talib sent the Prophet (i, <i & L) back with a man; he did
not mention Bilal’s name in this story.

When the Prophet (L, < & L) became twenty-five
years old, he accompanied a caravan to the Sham area, to
the city of Busra (close to Damascus). After he returned to
Makkah from his trip, he married Khadeejah Bint
Khuwailid. She was forty years old at that time. Some
historians said that the Prophet ({i—,. & J <) married
Khadeejah when he was thirty, or twénty—one years old.
Khadeejah was the first woman whom the Prophet (& & L
~ ;) married and the first among his wives to die. The
Prophet (., < & ) did not marry any other women while
Khadeejah was alive. Once, Angel Jibril ordered the
Prophet (i, & L %) to convey to Khadeejah the Salam,
that is, blessiligs and honor, from her Lord'.

rAl-Bukhari (3532) and Muslim (4463) narrated that, Aishah
said, “I never felt more jealous of any of the wives of the Prophet
(s <& 3 L) as much as I did of Khadeejah (although) she died
before he married me. This is because I often heard him
mentioning her. Allah told him to give her the good tidings that
she would have a palace of Qasab (pipes of precious stones and
pearls in Paradise), and whenever he slaughtered a sheep, he
would send her women-friends a good share of it.” Also, al-
Bukhari (3820) and Muslim (2432) narrated that Abu Hurairah
(& 3 ) said, “Jibril (angel Gabriel) came to the Prophet ( L
+L, ) and said, ‘O, Allah’s Apostle! This is Khadeejah coming
to ybu with a dish having meat soup (or some food or drink).
When she reaches you, greet her on behalf of her Lord (Allah)=
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Soon afterwards, the Prophet (L, & & 1 =) liked
solitude and worshipping his Lord. He often spent nights at
a time in a cave called, ‘Hiraa’'. The Prophet (.-, e i)
was made to hate the idols and the religion of his people;
nothing else was more hateful to him.

When the Prophet (L, <& & i) became forty years
old, the sun of Prophethood rose on him, and Allah (4.~
Ju,) the Exalted honored him with His Message and sent
him to His creation. Allah (Jw, %-2) chose the Prophet ( L
A, % &) for this honor and selected him to be the
trustv'vorthy emissary between Him and His slaves.

There is no conflict of opinions that the Prophet ( i
+L., <= 3r) was sent on a Monday, but there are differences on

=and on my behalf, and give her the glad tidings of having a
Qasab palace in Paradise wherein there will be neither any
noise, nor any fatigue (trouble).” What a befitting reward for the
woman who supported the Prophet (;L., <z & _i-) with her wealth
and compassion when his people disbelieved in him and
oppressed him! Khadeejah provided a house for the Prophet ( _L-
A=, &) full of safety, tranquillity and peace. So, Allah, the
Exalted, sent the Salam to her through Jibril and granted her a
house made of Qasab in Paradise, where there is no noise or
weariness, for she always provided the same for His beloved
Prophet (L, & &1 L).]

(U Al-Bukhari (3) and Muslim (160) narrated that Aishah said in
a long Hadith, “The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration)
to Allah’s Apostle (L, < & i) was in the form of true dreams
in his sleep. He never had a dream but it turned out to be true and
clear as the bright daylight. Then he began to like seclusion, so
he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira, where he used to
worship Allah continuously for many nights before going back
to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the
stay.”]
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which month it was'. The majority of scholars said that it
was the eighth day of the lunar month of Rabi’ al-Awwal,
forty-one years after the Year of the Elephant’. Some of
them, including [Jamal ad-Din] as-Sarsari’, said that the

('Muslim narrated that Abu Qatadah al-Ansari, may Allah be
pleased with him, reported that Allah’s Messenger (i1 < & &)
was asked about fasting on Monday, whereupon he said,

A oMo
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“It is (the day) when I was born and revelation was sent down to
me.”

Those who indulge in the awful Bid'ah of celebrating the
Prophet’s birthday every year should read and implement this
Hadith. If they want to celebrate the coming of Muhammad ( L.
L7 ik &) to this world, they should fast Mondays, so that they
celebrate his birth and his Sunnah at the same time. Instead, they
ignore his Sunnah all year long and remember him on a certain
date of their choice, 12" of the lunar month of Rabi’ al-Awwal,
not by fasting and praying. Rather, they gather in the streets and
Masjids and recite poems that contain all types of innovations
and even Shirk. Do they think that they have more love for the
Prophet (L =3 & & L) than Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, the
Prophet’s graﬁdchildren or the rest of his companions? They
never celebrated the Prophet’s birthday, and the best guidance is
the guidance of Muhammad (=3 & < _iv). There are several
books about the innovation of celef)rating the Prophet’s birthday,
among them, several letters that Shaikh Abdul Aziz ibn Baz
wrote, may Allah grant His Mercy to him.]

Pi'Which occurred in 570 CE].

BIl'Who died in 656 AH, killed by the hands of Mongols who
entered Baghdad during that year and killed most of its
inhabitants; as-Sarsari was a scholar of the Arabic Language and

a poet].
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Prophet’s Prophethood started in Ramadhan, because Allah
(4w, 4-2) said,

s, s Ro -,
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(The month of Ramadhan in which was revealed the
Qur’dn.)' They said that the commencement of Allah, the
Exalted, honoring the Prophet (L, Z& i =) with
Prophethood was when the Qur’an was revealed to him.
The first group of scholars, which comprises the majority
as we stated, said that the Qur’an was sent down in its
entirety during Lailatul Qadr in Ramadhan to the Baitul-
‘Izzah’. Then, it was revealed in parts for the next twenty-
three years. Some scholars say that the Ayah means, the
Qur’an was revealed containing the order to fast the Month
of Ramadhan and to affirm its merits and honor’. Other
scholars said that the Prophet’s Prophethood started in the
lunar month of Rajab.

Allah (4w, 4~2) granted Prophethood to the Prophet
(s e & L) in several stages. First, the Prophet (e ol
~L=,) used to see a dream and it would come true, as bright
and truthful as the daybreak®. This was the beginning of his
Prophethood. Second, the angel (Jibril i u ) used to
inspire the Prophet’s heart, without the Prophei s e & )
seeing him. The Prophet (L., < & i) said,

M[2:185]

B Baitul- Izzah: is, to the residents of the lower heaven, like the
Ka’bah to the people of the earth.]

BI[So instead of ‘in which’, the meaning of the Ayah becomes,
‘about which’].

“l[Refer to the ‘Hadith from Aishah, may Allah be pleased with
her, that we mentioned before this.]
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“Ru’hu-l-Qudus (Angel Jibril) inspired my heart (by
Allah’s Leave) that no soul shall die before it consumes its
appointed provisions. Therefore, fear and obey Allah and
seek your provisions in the best (lawful) way. Do not let
your impatience while awaiting your provisions lure you to
seek it through the disobedience of Allah. Surely, what
Allah has (provisions), can only be acquired through
obeying Him.”' Third, the angel used to come to Allah’s
Apostle (L=, & L) in the shape of a man and would
speak to him, until the Prophet (Lo, i <) would
comprehend what he wanted to convey to him. In this state,
the companions sometimes saw the ange:l.2

rShaikh Wahby said, “Abu Na'im collected this "Hadith in, al-
“Hilyah, Vol. 10, Pg. 26-27; refer to, Sahih al-Jami' (2085).”
Shaikh “Irfan said that al-Bazzar (1253) collected this Hadith
from Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman and al-Hakim (2:2135) from Jabir
ibn Abdullah (<3 & =0)]

BI'Muslim (9) narrated that Abu Hurairah (i & —>)) said,

“Allah’s Messenger, peace be upon him, said, ‘Ask me (about
matters pertaining to religion),” but they (the companions) were
too much in awe, out of profound respect for him to ask him
(anything). Meanwhile, a man came and sat near his knees and
said, ‘O, Messenger of Allah, tell me about al-Islam?’ The
Prophet (;L~; <& 1 &) replied, ‘Islam is to associate none with
Allah, establish prayer, pay the Zakat and fast Ramadhan.” He=
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=said, ‘You have told the truth.” He again said, ‘O, Messenger of
Allah, what is al-Eman?’ The Prophet (L=, & & L) said, ‘To
believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, the’meeting with Him,
His Apostles, and that you believe in Resurrection and that you
believe in Qadr (Divine Decrees and Predestination) in its
entirety.’ The inquirer said, ‘You have told the truth.” He again
said, ‘O, Messenger of Allah, what is al-I"hsan?’ The Prophet
(s i 2 L ) said, ‘To fear Allah as if you are seeing Him,
because even though you cannot see Him, verily He sees you.’
The inquirer said, ‘You have told the truth.’ He again asked,
‘When will the (Last) Hour Commence?’ The Messenger (& L.
i ) said, ‘The one who is being asked about it is no better
informed about it than the inquirer himself. 1, however, will
narrate some of its signs. (They are) when you see a slave-girl
giving birth to her master, this is one of its signs;, when you see
barefooted, naked, deaf and dumb (the ignorant and foolish
persons) as the rulers of the earth this is one of its signs; and
when you see the shepherds of black camels exult in buildings,
this is one of its signs. The (knowledge about the Last Hour) is
one of the five things wrapped in the Unseen. No one knows them
except Allah.” Then the Prophet (:L, <& & L) recited,
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(Verily Allah! with Him alone is the knowledge of the hour and
He it is Who sends down the rain and knows that which is in the
wombs and no person knows whatsoever he shall earn on
morrow and a person knows not in whatsoever land he shall die.

Verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware) [31:34].”” The narrator,
Abu Hurairah (= 3 =), then said, ‘That man then stood up an
(made his way). The Messenger of Allah (i, < & i) said,=
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Fourth, the angel would come upon the Prophet ( i
~L=, iz &) as the ringing of a bell. This was the hardest form
of revelation. In this state, the Prophet (i-, <k & i) would
sweat during a cold day', and his camel would sit on the
ground, while he was riding it>. Once, the revelation came

=‘Bring him back to me.’ He was searched for, but the
Companions could not find him. The Messenger of Allah (& &
L, «iz) said, ‘He was Jibril (Gabriel); he came to teach you
(things pertaining to religion) when you did not ask (them
yourselves).””’]

fAl-Bukhari (2) and Muslim (4304) narrated that *Aishah, may
Allah be pleased with her, said that, al-'Harith ibn Hisham ( & oy
i) asked Allah’s Apostle (L, & & &), “O, Allah’s Apostle!
How is the Divine Inspiration revealed to you?” Allah’s Apostle
(s <& 3 i) replied,
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“Sometimes it is (revealed) like the ringing of a bell; this form of
Inspiration is the hardest of all and this state passes after I
grasped what he (Angel Jibril) said. Sometimes, the Angel comes
in the form of a man and talks to me and I grasp what he says.”
"Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, added, “Verily I saw the
Prophet (L2, i & L) being inspired on a very cold day and
noticed the sweat dropping from his forechead when the
Inspiration was over.”]

(2l{Shaikh “Irfan said, “There are Hadiths to this effect collected
by Ahmad in, al-Musnad 9:24922, from Aishah (4= & =5 and=
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to him in this method, while his thigh was on the thigh of
Zaid ibn Thabit. The Prophet’s thigh became so heavy on
Zaid’s thigh that it almost broke'.

Fifth, the Prophet (i, <& & L) saw the angel in the
original shape Allah created him in%, and the angel then
inspired the Prophet with what Allah (y, #~2) decided to
inspire him with. This incident occurred twice to the
Prophet (:i, <& & L), as Allah (4w, %~2) stated in Surat an-
Najm [53:1-18].

Sixth, Allah (4w, -2) revealed to the Prophet (& L.
+, <iz) what He willed, while the Prophet (;i-, <& & L) was
above heavens during the night of [Israa and] Mi raj, such
as ordaining prayer on him.

Seventh, Allah (4w, 4~.) spoke to the Prophet (& L
A=, %) without sending the revelation through an angel.
Simiiarly, Allah (ys,%~_2) spoke to Prophet Musa ibn
“Imran (p24 &), a status that the Qur’an asserts was granted
to Prophet Musa. The same status is affirmed for our
Prophet (i, < & L) in the “Hadith that describes the Israa
[and Mi raj] journey.

Some scholars added an eighth form of revelation.
They said that Allah (4w, ©~.) spoke directly to the Prophet

=10:27646 from Asmaa Bint Yazid (45 & =).” Also, refer to the
footnote al-Albani wrote on Figh as-Sunnah, where he stated that
the 'Hadith from Aishah is authentic, and has further support
from the Hadith from Asmaa Bint Yazid; Tamamu al-Minnah fi
at-Ta'liqgi "ala Fighi as-Sunnah, Pg. 91.]

M Al-Bukhari (4592) narrated a Hadith in this meaning from
Zaid ibn Thabit (& & ), who told it to Marwan ibn al-'Hakam
(& 30 23).]

I Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Abdullah ibn Mas'ud
(G ) said that the Prophet (:L, <z & _i-) saw Jibril (Gabriel
($ <2) in his original shape) havirig six hundred wings.]
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({=, < & i) without a barrier, meaning by removing all of
His Veils, between them. This is the opinion of those who
said that the Prophet (Lo, iz & i) saw Allah (Jis, G 2)
[during Lailatul-Israa wa-I-Mi raj]. However, there is a
difference of opinion between the Salaf and the Khalaf on
this matter!. Most of the companions, rather, all of them
agree with Aishah [that the Prophet (;Z, <& & i) did not see
his Lord during the night of Israa®].

‘Uthman ibn Sa’'id ad-Darimi stated that there is
Jimaa® between the companions on this opinion.

[We will mention here the English transliteration of al-
Bukhari’s narration of the 'Hadith on the Israa Journey. Al-Bukhari
said that Anas ibn Malik (i & =) reported, “(Before) the night

[ 4s-Salaf, literally the Predecessors, is a term that exclusively
refers to the companions, then the second generation of Islam,
at-Tabi'in, and then the third generation of Islam, ZTabi'i ar-
Tabiin. They are the best people, as the Prophet (L} < i i)
stated in a Hadith that al-Bukhari and Muslim collected. Al-
Khalaf, is in reference to the successive generations, who came
after the Salaf]

IrShaikh Wahby said that Muslim (292) narrated that Abu
Dharr (% & ) asked Allah’s Apostle (L s & L) if he saw
his Lord, and the Prophet ([;L_’.’, ‘__L; & L) replied, “I saw light.”
Imam an-Nawawi said in his explanation on the, Sahih,
collections of Imam Muslim, “This means that he (:L-; <& & i)
saw light, nothing else.”[Shar’h Muslim, by An-Nawawi 3:12]]
B[ 41- ‘Iimaa: a term that refers to the consensus of the scholars,
without disagreement by any of them. No doubt, /imaa® cannot
be valid, except when it includes the companions, without whom
there is no Jjmaa'. Among the matters of Jjmaa’, the companions
all agreed on the necessity of fighting those who reverted from
Islam after the Prophet (;i; < & i) died. Also, the companions
all agreed to appoint Abu Bakr as the Caliph after the Prophet

(s & B L) died ]
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Allah’s Apostle (;L.) dr- & i) was taken for a journey from the Sacred
Masjid (of Makkah), al-Ka'bah, three persons came to him (in a dream)
while he was sleeping in the Sacred Masjid, before the Divine
Inspiration was revealed to Him. One of them said, ‘Which of them is
he?’ The middle (second) angel said, ‘He is the best of them.” The last
(third) angle said, ‘Take the best of them.” Only that much happened on
that night and he did not see them until they came on another night,
being, after the Divine Inspiration was revealed to him (Fat h-ul-Bari,
Pg. 258, Vol. 17). He saw them, his eyes were asleep, but his heart was
not--and so is the case with the prophets: their eyes sleep while their
hearts do not sleep. So, those angels did not talk to him until they
carried him and placed him beside the well of Zamzam. From among
them Jibril (Gabriel) took charge of him. Jibril cut open (his body)
between his throat and the middle of his chest (heart). He then took all
the material out of his chest and abdomen and washed it with Zamzam
water with his own hands, until he cleansed the inside of his body.
Next, a gold tray containing a gold bowl full of belief and wisdom was
brought and Jibril stuffed his chest and the blood vessels of his throat
with it, then closed it (the chest). Jibril then ascended with him to the
heaven of the world and knocked on one of its doors. The dwellers of
the Heaven asked, 'Who is it? He said, ‘Gabriel.” They said, ‘Who is
accompanying you?’ He said, ‘Muhammad ((.LZ-’, < & L) They said,
‘Has he been called?’ He said, ‘Yes.” They said, "He is welcomed.” So,
the dwellers of the Heaven became pleased with his arrival, for they did
not know what Allah would do to the Prophet (i~ <& & _L-) on earth
unless Allah informed them. The Prophet (.L~; N L») met Adam,
peace be on him, over the nearest Heaven. Jibril s;aid to the Prophet ( L
o «L; %), ‘He is your father; greet him.” The Prophet (=3 4.1:- @ o)
greeted him and Adam (4« ) returned his greeting and aid,
‘Welcome, O, my Son! O, what a good son you are!” Behold, he saw
two flowing rivers, while he was in the nearest sky (to earth). He asked,
‘What are these two rivers, O, Jibril?’ Jibril said, ‘These are the sources
of the Nile and the Euphrates.’ Next, Jibril took him around that
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Heaven and behold! He saw another river at the bank of which there
was a palace built of pearls and emerald. He put his hand into the river
and found its mud like the musk of Adhfar. He asked, ‘What is this, O,
Jibril?’ Jibril said, ‘This is the Kauthar which your Lord has kept for
you.” Then, Jibril ascended (with him) to the second Heaven and the
angels asked the same questions as those on the first Heaven, that is,
‘Who is it?’ Jibril replied, ‘Jibril.” They asked, ‘Who is accompanying
you?” He said, ‘Muhammad (;io;y <& & iv).” They asked, ‘Has he been
sent for?” He said, ‘Yes.” Then they said, ‘He is welcomed.’ Jibril
ascended with the Prophet (L~ <i & L) to the third Heaven, and the
angels said the same as the angefs of the first and the second Heavens
had said. He then ascended with him to the fourth Heaven, and they
said the same. He next ascended with him to the fifth Heaven, and they
said the same; and then he ascended with him to the sixth Heaven, and
they said the same; then he ascended with him to the seventh Heaven,
and they said the same. On each Heaven there were prophets whose
names the Prophet (- 4_.1; & L =) mentioned. However, 1 only
remember that Idris was on the second Heaven, Aaron on the fourth
Heaven another prophet whose name I don't remember, on the fifth
Heaven, Abraham on the sixth Heaven, and Moses on the seventh
Heaven, because of his privilege of talking to Allah directly. Moses
said (to Allah), ‘O, Lord! I thought that none would be raised up above
me.’ But Jibril ascended with the Prophet (i) <&z & ) for a distance
above that, the distance of which only Allah knows, until he reached
the Lote Tree (beyond which no one may pass). Then, the Irresistible,
the Lord of Honor and Majesty approached and came closer, until He
was about two bow lengths or (even) nearer. (It is also said that it was
Jibril [not Allah] who approached and came closer to the Prophet ( P
;j__:.’, iz ) [Fat h al-Bari Shar'h Sahih al-Bukhari, Pg. 263, 264, Vol.
17)). Among the things which Allah revealed to him then, were, fifty
prayers being enjoined on his followers within a day and night.’ The
Prophet ((i_.'»’, <z & ) descended until he met Moses. Moses stopped
him and asked, ‘O, Muhammad (L3 « & & ,&)! What did your Lord
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enjoin on you?’ The Prophet (,’.J‘L’, 4_1; & ) replied, ‘He enjoined upon
me to perform fifty prayers within a day and night.” Moses ( 4__1; L
FI—;}) said, ‘Your followers cannot do that; Go back so that your Lord
may reduce it for you and for them.” So, the Prophet (,’J_I-’, A__Ls 3 j_’a)
turned to Jibril as if he wanted to consult him about this issue. Jibril
told him of his opinion, saying, ‘Yes, if you wish.” So, Jibril ascended
with him to [Allah] the Irresistible and said while he was in his place,
‘O, Lord, please lighten our burden, as my followers cannot do that.’
So, Allah (_jis, $62.) deducted ten prayers for him. The Prophet (& L
iy 4.1;) returned to Moses who stopped him again and kept on sending
him back to his Lord, until the enjoined prayers were reduced to only
five prayers. Then Moses stopped him when the prayers had been
reduced to five and said, ‘O, Muhammad (L~ ik & _L)! By Allah, 1
tried to persuade my nation, Children of Israel, to do less than this, but
they could not do it and gave up. However, your followers are weaker
in body, heart, sight and hearing, so return to your Lord so that He may
lighten your burden.” The Prophet (;L_~; <= & _L.) turned towards Jibril
for advice and Jibril did not disapprove of it. So, he ascended with him
for the fifth time. The Prophet (1)« & =) said, ‘O Lord, my
followers are weak in body, hearts, heaﬁng and constitution, so lighten
our burden.” On that the Irresistible said, ‘O, Muhammad!” The Prophet
(,’J_L’, 4_.1; & i—») replied, ‘Labbaika wa-Sa’daik (a statement entailing
perfect obedience and rushing to hear and obey).’ Allah said, ‘The
Word that comes from Me does not change, so it will be as I enjoined
on you in the Mother of the Book (al-Lau’h al-Mahfudh, the Kept
Record).” Allah added, ‘Every good deed will be rewarded ten times, so
it is fifty (prayers) in the Mother of the Book (in reward) but you are to
perform only five (in practice).” The Prophet (,’J_.’.‘, e & L) returned
to Moses who asked, ‘What have you done?’ Hé said, ‘Allah has
lightened our burden: He has given us a tenfold reward for every good
deed.” Moses said, ‘By Allah! I tried to make the Children of Israel
observe less than that, but they gave up. So go back to your Lord that
He may lighten your burden further.” Allah’s Apostle (L~ - S L)
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said, ‘O, Moses! By Allah, I feel shy returning too many times to my
Lord.’” On that Jibril said, ‘Descend in Allah’s Name.” The Prophet ( i
oy 4 %) then woke while he was in the Sacred Masjid (at Makkah).]

The Prophet’s Circumcision

It was reported that the Prophet ((L-; i & L) was
born naturally circumcised, but the Hadith that mention this
is not authentic, according to Abu al-Faraj ibn al-Jauzi who
listed it in his book, al-Maudhu'at (The Fake Hadiths).
Even if this is true, it does not suggest a special quality for
the Prophet (;:i-; i & 1 =), because many people are born
naturally circumcised. A second opinion states that the
Prophet (L) <& & ) was circumcised when the angels slit
open [his chest and cleansed] his heart, when he was with
his caretaker ‘Halimah [as-Sa'diyyah]'. There is a third
opinion that the Prophet (L} « & & ) was circumcised by
his grandfather Abdul Muttalib when he was seven days
old. It was said that his grandfather called the people to a
feast at that time and named him, ‘Muhammad’.

The Women Who Nursed the Prophet
(5 4z 3 )

Thuwaibah, the slave-girl of Abu Lahab [the
Prophet’s uncle], was among the women who nursed the
Prophet. Thuwaibah suckled Muhammad (L e & L) fora
few days, as well as, suckling Abu Salamah Abdullah ibn
Abdul Asad al-Makhzumi and her son Masru'h. She also

MfShaikh 'Irfan said that Imam Ahmad collected the 'Hadith
about this incident in, Al-Musnad 4:12508, from Anas ibn Malik,
may Allah be pleased with him, without mentioning the
Prophet’s circumcision].
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nursed the Prophet’s uncle, ‘Hamzah ibn *Abdul Muttalib.
There is a difference of opinion regarding if Thuwaibah
became a Muslim. Allah (1w, é~2) has the best knowledge.'

M[Al-Bukhari (4711; this is al-Bukhari’s narration) and Muslim
(2627) narrated that Um “Habibah (4= & ;) reported,
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“I said, ‘O Allah’s Apostle! Marry my sister, the daughter of
Abu Sufyan.” The Prophet (;L; <& & L) said, ‘Do you like that?’
I replied, ‘Yes, for even now I am not your only wife and I like
that my sister should share the good with me.” He (s e a0 L)
said, ‘But that is not lawful for me.’ 1 said, ‘We have heard that
you want to marry the daughter of Abu Salamah.’ He said, ‘(You
mean) the daughter of Um Salamah?’ 1 said, ‘Yes.” He said,
‘Even if she were not my step-daughter, she would be unlawful
Jor me to marry as she is my foster niece. I and Abu Salamah=
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Next, Halimah as-Sa'diyyah nursed the Prophet ( L
-2y &) along with her son Abdullah and her daughter,
ash-Shaima, who was also known as, Judamah. Abdullah
and Judamah were the children of al-Harith ibn Abdul
*Uzza ibn Rifa’ah from the tribe of Bani Sa'd. There is a
difference of opinion whether the Prophet’s parents from
suckling embraced Islam; Allah (y.,%-~—2) has the best
knowledge. Halimah also nursed the Prophet’s cousin, Abu
Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn Abdul Muttalib. Abu Sufyan was a
harsh enemy of the Prophet (;L-;+ % & i ). Later on, he
embraced Islam during the year Makkah was conquered,
and his Islam became excellent. Hamzah was also breastfed
for some time in the tribe of Bani Sa'd ibn Bakr; he was
also nursed by Halimah. Therefore, Hamzah was the
Prophet’s suckling brother from both Thuwaibah and
Halimah.

The Prophet’s Caretakers

Among the Prophet’s caretakers was his mother,
Aminah Bint Wahb ibn Abd Manaf ibn Zuhrah ibn Kilab.
There was also Thuwaibah, Halimah and Ash-Shaima, his

sister from suckling, who was the Prophet’s caretaker,

=were suckled by Thuwaibah. So you should not present to me
your daughters or your sisters (for marriage).”” ‘Urwah said that
Thuwaibah was the freed slave girl of Abu Lahab whom he had
manumitted; she then nursed the Prophet (;L~; « & & L-). When
Abu Lahab died, one of his relatives saw him in a dream in a
very bad state and asked him, ‘What have you encountered?’
Abu Lahab said, ‘I have not found any rest since I left you,
except that I was given water to drink in this (the space between
his thumb and other fingers), because 1 manumitted
Thuwaibah.””’]
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along with her mother. Later on, ash-Shaima came as part
of the delegation from the tribes of Hawazin. The Prophet
(+&; <= & ) placed his cloak for her on the ground and she
sat on it; he was dutiful to her because of her rights on
him'.

Among them was the honorable Um Ayman
Barakah, who was from Ethiopia. The Prophet (:L; <iz & i)
had inherited Barakah from his father; she had been
caretaker. The Prophet (.L; < & i) gave her in marriage to
his beloved stepson Zaid ibn “Harithah, and she gave birth
to the Prophet’s beloved [grand stepson] Usamah. After the
Prophet (;L; < & i) died, Abu Bakr and Umar visited Um
Ayman [whom the Prophet loved and used to visit]. She
was crying. They said to her, “What makes you cry, O, Um
Ayman? Surely, what Allah has for His Apostle (% & i~
+—3) is better for him.” She said, “I know that what Allah
has for His Apostle is better for him. I only cry because the
revelation from heaven has ceased to come (due to the
Proplzlet’s death).” She made them upset and they both
cried”.

Muhammad (;L) <& 4 L) is Sent as Allah’s Final
Prophet and Messenger; the First Chapter of the
Qur’an to be Revealed

When the Prophet (:L; <& & i) was forty years old,
Allah (4, &~.) revealed his Prophethood. Forty is the age
when one reaches his full strength’; it was said that all

MrShaikh Wahby said that ibn *Hibban (2249), in the, Sahih, and
Abu Dawood (5244) collected a 'Hadith in this meaning].
Cl'Muslim (4492) collected this “Hadith in his, Sahih, collection
of "Hadith].

BlIShaikh “Irfan said that Allah said in Surat al-A hqaf, 46:15,=
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Prophets were sent when they were at that same age. As for
the opinion that Jesus (>4 ) ascended to heaven at age
thirty-three, there is no authentic narration of 'Hadith to
support it.

The first sign of the Prophet’s Prophethood was that
he used to see a dream, which would later become true, as
plain as daylight'. It was said that this period lasted six
months. Further, we should mention that seeing true
visions, is one part out of forty-six parts of Prophethood®.
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(And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his
parents. His mother bears him with hardship. And she brings
him forth with hardship, and the bearing of him, and the
weaning of him is thirty months, till when he attains full strength
and reaches forty years, he says: “My Lord! Grant me the power
and ability that I may be grateful for Your Favor which You have
bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and that I may do
righteous good deeds, such as please You, and make my
offspring good. Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and
truly, I am one of the Muslims [submitting to Your Will]. )]

([ Al-Bukhari (3) and Muslim (231) from Aishah (&2 & =))]

[ Al-Bukhari (6468) and Muslim (4201) narrated that Anas ibn
Malik (& & ) said, “Allah’s Apostle (L <& o ) said,=
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Muhammad’s Prophethood lasted for twenty-three years'.

Allah (4, é~2) endowed Muhammad ;i <& & i)
with Prophethood and sent the angel [Jibril (Gabriel)] to
him in Cave ‘Hiraa, where the Prophet (;i.; e & L) used to
spend time in seclusion. The first Ayat (verses) that Allah
(4w, 4-2) revealed to him were,

{5 L,Sf\j‘ 2 el i B

(Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created [all that
exists].)* This is the report of Aishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, and the majority of scholars.

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that "Aishah (-
4= &) said, “The commencement of the Divine Inspiration
to Allah’s Apostle was in the form of good dreams which
came true like bright daylight, and then the love of
seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go into
seclusion in the cave of ‘Hira where he used to worship
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‘A good dream (that comes true) of a righteous man is one of
Sorty-six parts of Prophethood.””)

Nl Al-Bukhari (3613) and Muslim (4335) narrated that Abdullah
ibn Abbas (& 31 =) said, “Allah’s Apostle (:L; & & L) started
receiving the Divine Inspiration at the age of ’forty. Then he
stayed in Makkah for thirteen years, receiving the Divine
Revelation. Then he was ordered to migrate and he lived as an
Emigrant for ten years and then died at the age of sixty-three
(years)”; this is al-Bukhari’s narration.]

2196:1]
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(Allah alone) continuously for many days before his desire
to see his family. He used to take food for the journey with
him, sufficient for the duration thereof and then come back
to (his wife) Khadeejah to take more food. Suddenly, the
Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of
Hira. The angel came to him and asked him to read. The
Prophet, peace be on him, replied, ‘I do not know how to
read.”” The Prophet (:L; <& & i) added, “The angel caught
me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not
bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me
to read and I replied ‘I do not know how to read.’
Thereupon, he caught me again and pressed me a second
time until I could not bear it anymore. He then released me
and again asked me to read, but again I replied, ‘I do not
know how to read (or what shall I read)?’ Thereupon, he
caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then
released me and said, 'Read in the name of your Lord, who
has created (all that exists) has created man from a clot.
Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous’”[96:1-3].
Then, Allah’s Apostle returned with the Inspiration, his
heart beating rapidly. He went to Khadeejah Bint
Khuwailid and said, “Cover me! Cover me!” She covered
him until his fear was over. He next told Khadeejah
everything that had happened and said, “I fear that
something may happen to me.” Khadeejah replied, “Never!
By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good
relations with your kith and kin, say the truth, help the poor
and the destitute, serve your guests generously and assist
the deserving calamity-afflicted ones.” Khadeejah then
accompanied him to her cousin Waraqah ibn Naufal ibn
Asad ibn "Abdul “Uzza, who, during the pre Islamic Period,
became a Christian. Waraqah used to write using Hebrew
letters, so he would write from the Gospel in Hebrew as
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much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man and
had lost his eyesight by that time. Khadeejah said to
Waraqah, “Listen to the story of your nephew, O, my
cousin!” Waragah asked, “O, my nephew! What have you
seen?” Allah’s Apostle described whatever he had seen.
Waraqah said, “This is the same one who keeps the secrets
(angel Gabriel) whom Allah sent to Moses. I wish I were
young and could live until the time when your people will
turn you out.” Allah’s Apostle asked, “Will they drive me
out?” Waraqah replied in the affirmative and said, “Anyone
(man) who came with something similar to what you have
brought was treated with hostility; and if I should remain
alive until the day when you will be exiled, I will support
you totally.” But after a few days Waraqah died, and the
Divine Inspiration was also ceased for a while.]

However, Jabir ibn Abdullah (‘i & ;) said that the
first part of the Qur’an to be revealed to the i’rophet (o o
+L3 &) was Allah’s statement,
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(O you [Muhammad ;i., & 3 i] enveloped in garments! %

r74:1]

B[ Al-Bukhari (3) and Muslim (232) narrated that Jabir ibn
Abdullah Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, while
talking about the period of pause in revelation reporting this
statement from the Prophet (.L; <iz 3 : o ),
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The correct statement is the statement of Aishah
(=& ), for several reasons. First, the Prophet’s
statement, ‘I do not know how to read” indicates that he
did not read anything before that. Second, first comes the
order to read, then the order to convey. Surely, when the
Prophet (:i-;« % i) reads first himself, he will then
convey what he read. Again, the command to read comes
first, then the command to convey what he read. Third,
Jabir’s statement that the first part of the Qur’an to be
revealed was,
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“While I was walking, all of a sudden I heard a voice from the
sky. I looked up and saw the same angel who had visited me at
the cave of Hira' sitting on a chair between the sky and the earth.
I was afraid of him and came back home and said, ‘Wrap me (in
blankets)’ And then Allah revealed the following Verses (of
Qur'an): (O you (Muhammad . ~; % & 1 =)/ Wrapped up in
garments! Arise and warn [thé people against Allah’s
Punishment]), until, (and desert the Rujz)[74.1-5]°” Abu
Salamah said that the, ‘Rujz’, is in reference to the idols that the
people of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era of ignorance) used to
worship. Afterwards, the revelation started coming strongly,
frequently and regularly.]
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(O you [Muhammad ;i & & L] enveloped in garments!)’,
was his opinion, while Aishah (L4 & ;) narrated what she
heard the Prophet (;; < & ) say about himself. Fourth, in
the "Hadith from Jabir (i & =), it is clear that the Prophet
(+o; < 2 L) saw the angel before, prior to Allah (1w, &)
reveéling,

RO G0 )

(O you [Muhammad .-, & o L] enveloped in garments!)
The Prophet (.L; < & L) said [in Jabir’s ‘Hadith], “I raised
my head and saw the angel who came to me in (Cave)
‘Hiraa. I went back to my family and said, ‘Wrap me up!
Wrap me up!’ Allah (3, 5-.) sent down,

%l . .
{gle)
(O you [Muhammad i, <& & ] enveloped in garments!).”

The Prophet (;L; < & L) stated that the angel who came to
him in Hiraa revealed to him,
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(Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created [all that
exists].)* Therefore, using Jabir’s “Hadith itself, Allah’s
statement,

Mr74:1]
196:1]
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(O you [Muhammad ;i -, & & -] enveloped in garments!),
came afterwards. The proof we should use is Jabir’s
narration not his opinion. Allah (J.<,%~_2) has the best
knowledge.

Stages of the Islamic Da 'wah (Call, or Message)

The first stage, was the commencement of the
Prophethood. The second stage was, the Prophet (& & L
+=3) delivering the Message to his close relatives and
tribesmen'. The third stage was, delivering the Message to
all his people®. The fourth stage was, warning a nation, to
which no other Warner came before him, meaning, the
entire Arab nation’. The fifth stage was, warning all those

({Shaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah (i, 5e2) said,
i 22 5y )
(And warn your tribe [O Muhammad ;i =, & & L] of near

kindred}[26:214].”]
2IrShaikh “Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah (&) ¥-2) said,

CE 5 4 15588 5705 ) (o5 )

(This Qur’dn has been revealed to me that I may therewith warn

you and whomsoever it may reach)[6:19].”]
BIrShaikh “Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah (i, 4=2) said, =
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who receive his Message among mankind and the Jinns,
until the end of time'.

The Secretive Stage of the Islamic Da'wah

The Prophet (;L-; «i & L) spent the next three years
calling to Allah (3, %~2) in secret. When this Ayah was
revealed to him,
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(Therefore proclaim openly (Allah’s Message — Islamic
Monotheism) that which you are commanded, and turn
away from Al-Mushrikin (polytheists, idolaters, and
disbelievers)}[15:94], he announced the Da'wah and

J’J’M‘.}")“D J"ﬂg}‘{}uiw;”ud@‘>—
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(Truly, you [O Muhammad L., L& [ ] are one of the
Messengers. On the Straight Path (6n Allah’s religion of Isldmic
Monotheism). (This is a Revelation) sent down by the
All-Mighty, the Most Merciful. In order that you may warn a
people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are heedless)
[36:3-6].”]

MShaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah (i, ¥5.2) said,
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(Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong,
i.e. this Qur’an) to His slave (Muhammad i ., <& & L) that he
may be a Warner to the ‘Alamin (mankind and Jmn)} [25:1].”]
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declared enmity to his people'. The Prophet (:L-; I L)
and Muslims were severely oppressed and annoyed, and
Allah (1w, 41~.2) allowed them to perform the two Hijrah’.

“][The Prophet, peace be on him, declared Tau 'hid and refuted
and disbelieved in polytheism, idol worshipping and all other
religions, except Islam. By merely doing so, the disbelievers
considered it a declaration of enmity towards their very
livelihood, religion and existence. Also, by doing so, the
Prophet, peace be on him, declared opposition towards every
religion, except Islamic Monotheism.)

[?[<Hijrah’, means, ‘Migration’; here it pertains to the first and
second migrations of the Prophet’s companions to Ethiopia, or
Abyssinia. Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Abdullah ibn
'Abbas (& +#>) said, “When the Verse,

\SEIICHY TS

(And warn your tribe of near-kindred), was revealed, the Prophet
({23 < & L) ascended Safa Mount and started calling, ‘O Bani
Fihr! O Bani ‘Ady, addressing various tribes of Quraish
(Makkah’s grand tribe) until they were assembled. Those who
could not come themselves, sent their messengers to see what the
problem was. Abu Lahab and other people from Quraish came
and the Prophet (;L; <z &1 L) then said, ‘Suppose I told you that
there is an (enemy) cbvalry in the valley intending to attack you,
would you believe me?’ They said, ‘Yes, for we have not found
you telling anything other than the truth.” He then said, ‘/ am a
Warner to you in face of a terrific punishment.” Abu Lahab (the
Prophet’s paternal uncle) said (to the Prophet ;L < & L), ‘May
your hands perish all this day. Is it for this purpose you have
gathered us?’ Then it was revealed,=
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Names of the Prophet (.. < I o)

All of the Prophet’s names are also true descriptions
of him; none of them was merely a name. Uniquely, all his
names are derived from his praiseworthy and humanly
perfect attributes.

Muhammad (L= & & L) is among the Prophet’s
names, and it is the most well-known among his names.
This is the name he was identified by in the Torah,
according to the clear proofs of this fact that I mentioned in
my book, Jila-u al-Af-ham fi Fadhli as-Salati was-Salam
‘ala Khairi al-Anam. This is a unique book [about saying
the Salat on the Prophet] that has many deep benefits and is
unprecedented in this regard. We collected the ‘Hadiths
about saying the Salat and the Salam on the Prophet',
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(Perish the hands of Abu Lahab, and perish he! His wealth and
his children will not profit him. He will be burnt in a Fire of
blazing flames! And his wife, too, who carries wood [thoms of
Sa‘dén which she used to put on the way of the Prophet - B Lo
L=, or use to slander him). In her neck is a twisted rope of
Masad [palm fiber]) [111:1-5].”]

U The shortest form of the Salat and Salam on the Prophet is: &
I <z &, meaning, ‘May Allah’s peace and blessings be on him
(in Arabic, salla allahu "alaihi wa-sallam). We should mention
that during the prayer, in the Tashahhud, there is a longer form
for the Salat and Salam on the Prophet that he=
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mentioning authentic and Hasan' ‘Hadiths among them, as
well as, the 'Hadiths that have a weakness in them, stating
in clear terms why they are weak [or fake]. We also
explained the hidden meanings in this Du’ad’, its status and
the wisdom and benefits it contains. We also detailed where
and when this Du’aa should be recited, the least necessary
form of it and the difference of opinion between the
scholars about this matter. We strived to assert correctness
to the most plausible of these opinions and the weakness in
the weak among them. Verily, the true essence of the book
is beyond what we have described. In summary, the
Prophet’s name, ‘Muhammad (i -, &+ b [ ), was
mentioned in the 7orah; all those who believed from
among the scholars of the People of the Scriptures agree to
this fact’.

=taught his companions. Allah willing, we will mention this later
on in this book, in the section of Tashahhud in the prayer.]
M[Which is the lesser grade of authentic, acceptable “Hadiths.
The lesser type of "Hasan "Hadiths is the "Hadith that gains the
‘Hasan grade from other 'Hadiths, that elevate an otherwise
weak “Hadith to the grade of ‘Hasanun li-Ghairih, or "Hasan on
account of other ‘Hadiths.]

[PI[Meaning, invoking Allah to bestow His peace and blessings
on the Prophet, peace be upon him].

BTt is futile for the People of the Scriptures, in present times, to
deny these facts. They have changed, amended, corrupted,
altered and rewrote their so-called divine books so many times
and in so many ways, that the most expert among them can no
longer distinguish between what is original and what is added.
To prove this statement, we merely refer the reader to the
different and contradictory, yet popular versions of the Torah
and the Bible. When one reads these ‘divine or inspired books’,
one will find so many discrepancies and contradictory
statements, as well as, differences between various versions=
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‘Ahmad’, is also among the Prophet’s names. It is
the name that Jesus (;>2s ) called him by for a delicate
reason that we explained in the above-mentioned book.

There are several other names for the Prophet (& L
A3 ), among them al-Mutawakkil (who trusts in Allah),
al-Ma hi (with whom Allah (4=, 4~2) erases disbelief), al-
“Hashir (after whom the people will be gathered) and al-
"Aqib (after whom there will be no Prophet or Messenger).
Also, among his names, al-Mugqaffi (who came after
Prophets and Messengers who preceded him), Nabiyyu at-
Taubah (Prophet who came to open the doors to gain
Allah’s forgiveness) and Nabiyyu ar-Ra hmah (Prophet
who brought Allah’s Mercy or was sent with Allah’s
Mercy). Among his names are also Nabiyyu al-Mal hamah
(who will commence the great battles against the
disbelievers), al-Fat'ih (the Conqueror) and al-Amin (the
Trustworthy).

This list of names also includes ash-Shahid (the
Witness), al-Mubash-shir (who brings glad tidings), al-
Bashir-un-Nadheer (Bringer of glad tidings and Warner of
Allah’s torment), al-Qasim (who divides justly by Allah’s
command), adh-Dha "huk (who smiles), al-Qattal (who Kkills
Allah’s enemies), Abdullah (slave of Allah) and as-Siraj-
ul-Munir (the lamp that brings light). He is also the chief
and master of all the children of Adam, holder of the flag of
praiseworthiness, who will have the praised standl, and so
forth.

=that would indicate that Allah did not reveal these books in
their present form. Let them prove that Muhammad ( i & L =
+3) was not mentioned by name in the Torah and the Gospel, by
producing the original copy of these books!]

[ [Al-Bukhari (1381) reported that *Abdullah ibn “Umar ( & ,=;
<) said that the Prophet, peace be on him, said, = ’
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Jubair ibn Mut'im, may Allah be pleased with him, said,
“Allah’s Apostle (L < & L) called himself several (good)
names, saying, ‘I am Muhammad, and I am Ahmad. I am
al-Ma hi with whom Allah obliterates Kufr (disbelief). I am
al-"Hashir (gatherer) at whose feet (or, behind whom) the
people will be gathered (for the Day of Resurrection). I am
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“On the Day of Resurrection, the Sun will come near (to, the
people) to such an extent that the sweat will reach up to the
middle of the ears, so, when all the people are in that state, they
will ask Adam for help, and then Moses, and then Muhammad.”
The sub-narrator added, “Muhammad will intercede with Allah
to judge amongst the people. He will proceed and will hold the
ring of the door (of Paradise) and then Allah will exalt him to
Magam Mahmud (the privilege of intercession, etc.). And all the
people of the gathering will send their praises to Allah.”]



139

al-'Agib (who succeeds the other Prophets in bringing
about good) after whom there will be no other Prophet. »1

The Prophet’s names are of two types. One type is
exclusive for him, and no other Prophet or Messenger
share. This includes Muhammad, Ahmad, al-’Aqib, al-
"Hashir, al-Mugqaffi and Nabiyyu al-Mal " hamah.

The second type is shared with the other Prophets.
However, the Prophet (;L-; < & i) earned the most perfect
level in the meanings pertaining to these names. For
example [pertaining to the second type], Muhammad ( & L
{23 &) was Allah’s Messenger, Prophet, slave, witness,
Bringer of glad tidings, Warner, Prophet of Mercy and
Prophet of Forgiveness.

If one would call the Prophet (.L~; <& & o) by every
good quality he had, the number of his names will become
more than two hundred. For instance, he is as-Sadig (who
says the truth), al-Masdug (who was given the truth), ar-
Ra-oof ar-Ra’heem (the compassionate, the merciful), and
so forth.

Meanings of the Messenger’s Names

‘Muhammad’, is derived from the Arabic word
‘Hamida’. He is called, ‘Muhammad’, because of the
abundant good qualities that he has for which he is
praiseworthy. ‘Muhammad’, has more meanings that
pertain to praiseworthiness than, ‘Mahmud’. ‘Muhammad’,
is he who is praised more than other human beings. This is
the name mentioned in the original Torah, because of the
many good qualities of the Prophet (:i-; & i), his
religion and his Ummah (Nation), so much so, that Prophet

[ Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this ‘Hadith.]
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Moses (p—s+iz) wished he was one of Muhammad’s
Ummah. We also mentioned evidence that supports this
meaning in the aforementioned book.

‘Ahmad’, is also derived from the Arabic infinitive
‘al-'Hamd’. There are two different meanings for ‘Ahmad’.
Some scholars said that it pertains to he who praises and
thanks Allah (v <,%~_2) more than others. Therefore,
‘Ahmad’, is he who is the most praising among those who
praise Allah. Another meaning for, ‘Ahmad’, is that he,
among all mankind, is the most worthy of praise. In this
latter meaning, ‘Ahmad’, becomes like, ‘Muhammad’, in
meaning. The difference is that Muhammad indicates that
he has abundant qualities for which he is praiseworthy,
while Ahmad is he who is praised better than others are
praised. Therefore, Muhammad is about quantity and
Ahmad is about quality; it is he who deserves more praises
and better praises than that of any other person.

These two names were derived from the Prophet’s
qualities and exalted characteristics for which he deserved
to be called, ‘Muhammad’, and, ‘Ahmad’. Residents of the
heavens, residents of the earth, dwellers of this life, as well
as, dwellers of the Hereafter praise Muhammad and Ahmad
(+y <k & o), on account of his many good qualities that are
uneliding for those who might try to count them. I
mentioned this subject in detail in my book, regarding
reciting the Salat and Salam for the benefit of the Prophet
(L & o L)

I only mentioned a few words herein, dictated by
the fact that I am travelling, and indeed, the heart of the
traveler becomes distracted and its concentration becomes
confused on account of traveling. Surely, our total reliance
is on Allah (4w, 4~2) and in Him is our trust.
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As for the Prophet’s name, ‘al-Mutawakkil’, its
meaning is in, Sahih al-Bukhari,
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*Abdullah bin *Amr ibn Al-"Aas said, “I read in the Torah
(being, the Old Testament) some of the qualities attributed
to the Prophet (:L-; & & [ =), ‘(Allah said:) Muhammad,
Allah’s Rasul, My slave and My Messenger (Apostle)! 1
have named him, ‘Al-Mutawakkil’, (who depends upon
Allah). He is neither discourteous, nor harsh, nor a
noisemaker in the markets. He does not commit evil to
those Who do evil to him, but deals with them with
forgiveness and kindness. I will not let him (the Prophet)
die, until I make straight, through him, the crooked people
by making them say, ‘None has the right to be worshipped
but Allah.””" Surely, Prophet Muhammad (;; de b o) was

([ This indicates that there was a copy of the Torah during the
time in which Abdullah ibn ‘Amr read this statement. This
"Hadith is certainly authentic and true. Otherwise, the Jews of
his time, who were then as they are now, sworn enemies of Islam
and its Prophet, would have contradicted him. Further, this
indicates that the process of changing, altering, corrupting,
amending and rewriting the so-called divine books is a tradition
that the present day Jews and Christians inherited from their
forefathers.]
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and still is the most worthy and deserving of this name,
because he truly relied and depended on Allah (J, 4~2)
with regards to establishing the religion; no one else
reached the Prophet’s level of Tawakkul (trust and total
dependence and reliance on Allah).

As for the Prophet’s names, ‘al-Ma'hi’, ‘al-
"Hashir’, ‘al-Mugqaffi’, and, al-'Aqib’, they were duly
explained in the 'Hadith narrated by Jubair ibn Mut'im.
‘Al-Ma’hi’, is he through whom Allah (4w, 4~.) erased and
dissipated Kufr. Truly, none played a more significant role
in dissipating the Kufr than the Prophet (;L>; i & JL.). He
was sent at a time when all the people of the earth were
Kuffar, except for a few from among the People of the
Scriptures'. The rest were either idol worshippers, Jews
who earned Allah’s Wrath?, misguided Christians® and

MWho remained faithful to the teachings of Islamic
Monotheism of Prophets Moses and Jesus and established
Tau'hid as Allah ordained on them through these Mighty
Messengers of Allah. Imam Muslim narrated that 'Tyadh ibn
Himaar reported that Allah’s Messenger (L~ & L), while
delivering a sermon one day, said,

o G 4y i S 0 1 B
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“Allah looked towards the people of the world and He showed
hatred for the Arabs and the non-Arabs, but with the exception of
some remnants from the People of the Book. ”’]

Plithey knew the truth yet ignored, shunned and disbelieved in it;
[read the transliteration of chapter one in the Quran]].

Bl{they did not know who their true Lord was; [refer to the first
chapter in the Quran and its transliteration]].
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atheists who deny the Creator and did not know [or believe
in] a Lord or Resurrection. There were also star
worshippers, fire worshippers (Majoos) and philosophers,
who neither knew about the religion of the Prophets, nor
affirmed them'. Allah (J_, #~.) destroyed all this through
His Messenger, salla allahu ‘alaihi wa-sallam, until His
religion prevailed above all other religions and reached all
the areas that the day and night reach. The Prophet’s
Da’wah reached wherever the sun rose in the various parts
of the earth’.

M[Philosophy is an ideology with an agenda: to replace religion
as the source of Faith and guidance, and to provide answers to all
questions that pertain to mankind and their existence in this
universe. In contrast, Islam, the continuation of the true Message
of Tau hid that Allah sent to all of His Prophets, offers solutions
and a perfect set of Creed, practices and acts of worship that
contain answers to every question that might arise in this life.
Therefore, Muslims should be aware of the danger posed to their
religion by philosophy, especially so called, ‘Islamic
Philosophy’.]

P[Islam has steadily spread all over the earth and in every corner
of the globe. This is still true and obvious, even though Islam’s
political strength was severely curtailed by the centuries old
Christian onslaught on all that pertains to Islam. This is because
Islam takes its power from Allah, the Exalted, Who will make it
prevail over all religion until the Day of Resurrection. We ask
Allah that Muslims correct their Faith, which in turn will compel
and encourage them to correct their religious practices and
dealings. This is when they will again become mighty by Allah’s
Leave and bring the mercy of Allah, sent through Muhammad
((=3 <& = L), to everyone among mankind. With it, one of the
meanings of the word, ‘Islam’, will prevail, that is, ‘peace’.
Muslims should realize that Tau hid is the foundation and=
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‘Al-"Hashir’, pertains to gathering, ‘al-'Hashr’, in
Arabic. Therefore, the people will be gathered after the
Prophet (L <& & ), as if his Prophethood commenced the
Day of Gathering for mankind.

‘Al-"Aqib’, is he who came after the Prophets, but
no Prophet will come after him. Therefore, the name, ‘al-
"Aqib’, pertains to being the last to come, meaning, the
seal. The Prophet (:L-; & [ <) was called, ‘al-'Agib’,
because he is the Last and Final Prophet, who came after all
other Prophets.

‘Al-Mugqaffi’, is he who came after those who
preceded him, meaning, Allah (-, %~.~) sent him in the
aftermath of sending the Messengers, who preceded his
coming. The Arabic infinitive for, ‘Muqaffi’, is, ‘Qafu’,
which means, ‘who comes later’. Therefore, ‘al-Muqaffi’,
pertains to the Prophet, peace be on him, coming later, after
the Messengers, as well as, being the Final and Last among
them to come.

‘Nabiyyu at-Taubah’, means that, through him,
Allah (4w, ©~.2) opened the doors to forgiveness for all the
residents of the earth. Hence, Allah (4w, %~.) forgave them
as He never forgave anyone else among the people of the
earth. Surely, the Messenger (;L>; iz & 1 =) was the best
among mankind who sought Allah’s forgiveness and
repented to Him. The companions used to count the

=essence of their religion and that all other aspects of Islam are
the branches, including prayer, fasting, Zakat, 'Hajj, Jihad,
politics, reform, and so forth. Tau 'hid is where they should start
life, for and by, and continue to implement until the last day they
live. Islam is the religion of Tau hid, it affirms Allah’s Lordship,
Godship, Names and Attributes, and consequently, establishes
the religion for Allah Alone with total submission and
humbleness.]
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Prophet (L« & L) saying a hundred times during one
meeting or audience,
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“Rabbi ighfir li wa-tub “alai, innaka anta at-tawwabu al-
ghafur. (O, my Lord! Forgive me and pardon me, for
surely, You, only You accept repentance, Oft-Forgiving). »l
The Prophet (:; <& 31 Jiv) used to say,
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“0, people, seek Pardon from Allah, your Lord, because
verily, 1 seek repentance from Him a hundred times a
day.”

Further, the level of Taubah, meaning, seeking
Allah’s pardon and forgiveness, performed by the Prophet’s
Ummah, was better than any and all other Ummahs and the
fastest to be accepted. They were endowed with the easiest
means, ways and methods of performing repentance. In
contrast, the repentance offered by those who were before
them was among the hardest things. For instance, Taubah
for those among the Children of Israel who worshipped the

M[Abu Dawood (1295), Ahmad (4496), at-Tirmidhi (3356), ibn
Majah (3804), an-Nasaii (462), among other collectors of
‘Hadith, collected this ‘Hadith, Shaikh Wahby said that al-
Albani included it in his book, Sahih Sunan Abu Dawood, no.
1342.]

2l{Muslim (4871) collected this ‘Hadith].
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calf, was that they kill themselves, that is, those who did
not worship the calf, killed those who worshipped it. As for
this Ummah, honored by Allah (3, 4~.2) the Exalted, their
repentance is performed by feeling remorse and avoiding
repeating the sin'.

‘Nabiyyu al-Mal hamah’, is the Prophet who was
sent to establish the Jihad against the enemies of Allah. No
Prophet or Ummah of a Prophet ever performed Jihad the
way the Prophet (L < & i) and his Ummah performed it.
The great battles that occurred, and still occur, between the
Prophet’s Ummah and the Kuffar (disbelievers) are
unprecedented. His Ummah killed the Kuffar in all areas of
the earth, during successive periods of time, and inflicted
great defeats on the Kuffar, like never before.

l){Shaikh Wahby said, “The Prophet (:L; < & i) said,
n"..n 28N
Ay fJ.:.“

‘An-nadamu Taubah. (Feeling remorse sincerely constitutes a
repentance)’; Al-Albani collected this ‘Hadith in his book, Sahih
Sunan ibn Majah, "Hadith no. 3429.””]

Pl[In a span of thirty years, the companions of the Prophet (& L
L =34) and those who followed their lead with excellence,
fougﬁt against and defeated the two superpowers of that time, the
Persian and Roman Empires. They conquered a large part of the
known world at that time, from the Atlantic Ocean to the borders
of China and from Asia Minor to Southern Sudan, and
established the greatest civilization that the earth has even seen.
Their influence on world affairs remained powerful, until the last
century. We ask Allah to grant this Ummah the ability to reunite
around Tau hid and regain its past glory, and it surely will, as the
Prophet (;i; <& & L) promised.]
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‘Nabiyyu ar-Ra’hmah’, means, he whom Allah ( 4.2
Ju,) has sent as a mercy for al-'Alamin, which means, ‘all
that exists’. Through him, Allah (i<, %-~_~) bestowed His
Mercy on the people of earth, the believers and the
disbelievers among them. As for the believers, they earned
the most perfect and complete share in the Mercy [Allah
(45 41~) sent through Muhammad (Lo i & io)]. As for
the disbelievers, some of them, such as People of the
Scriptures, lived under the Prophet’s authority, his
covenant and promise of protection. As for those killed by
the Prophet (;L; <& & &) and his Ummah, they were hurried
to Hellfire and saved from living a longer life, during
which they would earn even worse punishment in the
Hereafter.

‘Al-Fat'ih’, is he through whom Allah (4o, %~)
opened the door to guidance, after it was closed, and
brought back sight to blind eyes, hearing to deaf ears and
comprehension to sealed hearts. It is he through whom
Allah (v, %~-2) opened the various Kafir (disbelieving)
provinces, the doors of Paradise and the path to earning
beneficial knowledge and righteous good works. It is he
through whom Allah (4., ©-~.2) opened the doors to this and
the Last Life, as well as, the hearts, hearing, sight and areas
of the earth.

‘Al-Amin’: Muhammad (L) <& & L) deserves this
title more than anyone else among al- 'Alamin. Muhammad
(loy B i o) was Allah’s Trustworthy regarding His
revelation and religion. He was the Trustworthy of the
residents of the heaven and the residents of the earth. Even
before he became a Prophet, he (i) & & L =) was called,
‘al-Amin". '

M[The pagans of Quraish never knew of lies from the Prophet=
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As for the Prophet’s names, ‘Adh-Dha’huk, al-
Qattal’, they are joined together because they are connected
in meaning: the Prophet smiled in the face of the believers
and was neither angry, grim, frowning, nor harsh with
them. He was Qattal, meaning, he fights Allah’s enemies
and when doing so, no blame discourages him [since he
does it by the order of Allah (4w, 4~_2) and in Allah’s
Cause].

‘Al-Bashir’, is he who delivers the good news of
Allah’s reward for those who obey him, while, ‘an-
Nadheer’, pertains to his delivering the unequivocal
warning of Allah’s punishment for those who disobey him.

Allah (4w, %~.2) called the Prophet, ‘Abd’, in several
parts of His Book, such as His statement,

I
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(And when ‘Abdu-lléh (the slave of Allah, Muhammad & L.
oLy <) stood up invoking Him [his Lord — Allah] in prayer
they [the jinn] just made round him a dense crowd as if

=(Liy & L %), or cheating, deceiving, breaking a promise,
breachihg a contract, betrayal in any shape or fashion or
dishonorable conduct. These qualities only increased in level and
magnitude when Allah sent him as His Final Prophet. After he
became a Prophet and the pagans of Quraish started oppressing
him and his companions, the pagans would mistreat him, yet
trust him to keep whatever they wanted to keep with him. When
the Prophet (;i2; « & & i) was forced to exile and migrated to
Madinah, he left his cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib behind in Makkah
to return the trusts to the pagans who entrusted him with their
money and wealth.]
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sticking one over the other [in order to listen to the
Prophet’s recitation])’',

{ a5 Caed Wl 0,0 okl J 0 S BV B
(Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion [of right and
wrong, i.e. this Qur’an) to His ‘Abd [slave, Muhammad L
+L, <z 1] that he may be a Warner to the ‘Alamin [mankind
and jinn])’,

rd
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(So He [Allah] revealed to His slave [Muhammad % & L
+L., through Jibril (Gabriel) ;s <i] whatever He revealedy’,
and,
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(And if you [Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians] are in
doubt concerning that which We have sent down (i.e. the
Qur’an) fo Our ‘Abd [slave, Muhammad -, <& & L], then
produce a Sirah [chapter] of the like thereof and call your
witnesses [supporters and helpers] besides Alldh, if you are
truthful.)*

mr72:19]
@Ir25:1]
Bif53:10]
M[2:23]
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In the Sahih collections of "Hadith,
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The Messenger of Allah (:i-; i =) said, “I am the
Sayyid' of the Children of Adam on the Day of
Resurrection, and I am not boasting”.””

Allah (4w, 4~2) called the Prophet (o) e & [ 2),
‘Siraj Munir’*, meaning, the lamp that gives light without

([Shaikh “Irfan said that, an-Nawawi said that, “As-Sayyid”, is
he (chief, master, notable, best) who is sought during times of
affliction and hardship, wherein he displays leadership, takes
care of what discomforted the people and fends off the afflictions
that touched them.]

[I[Allah’s Apostle, peace be on him, mentioned his grade with
Allah, to deliver the revelation, not to boast to us the fact that he
is the Sayyid of all of mankind; he, peace be on him, truly is the
Sayyid of all of mankind.]

BlfShaikh Wahby said that Muslim collected this 'Hadith, except
where the Prophet, peace be upon him, said that, he was not
boasting; at-Tirmidhi (3073), ibn Majah (4298), and Ahmad in,
al-Musnad (2415), collected the full version of this "Hadith.]
M[Shaikh ‘Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah said in the Qur’an,

1 ) Geisy O (0,00 1ty s BEnsf 6 LG d

sy e

{ o G, adl

(O Prophet [Muhammad (i, <& & i)/ Verily, We have sent you
as a Shahidan [witness], wa-Mubash-shiran [and a bearer of=
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burning, while He called the sun, ‘Siraj Wahhaj’ ', meaning,
the lamp that radiates with light and burns.

The First and Second Hijrah

When Muslims increased in number and the
disbelievers became worried, they intensified their
oppression of the Prophet (;i2; <& & &) and their torture of
his followers. The Messenger of Allah ((iLi-; & & i) gave
his followers permission to migrate to Abyssinia, saying
that ruling over that land was a king before whom people
are not dealt injustice. Twelve Muslim men and four
Muslim women migrated, including Uthman ibn Affan, the
first among them to migrate with his wife, Ruqayyah,
daughter of Allah’s Apostle, peace be upon him. They
remained in Ethiopia in the best dwelling, but they went
back to Makkah when the false news of the Quraish
- embracing Islam reached them. When, before reaching
Makkah, they received the news that the Quraish [did not
embrace Islam and that their] torture of Muslims was worse
than before, some of them went back to Ethiopia. Several
others went on to Makkah, including Abdullah ibn Mas’ud,

=glad tidings], wa-Nadhira [and a warner]. And as one who
invites to Alléh [Islamic Monotheism, i.e. to worship none but Alldh
(Alone)] by His Leave, and as a Sirajan Munira [lamp spreading
light, meaning, through your instructions from the Qur’an and the
Sunna-- the legal ways of the Prophet L., <& & _L]) [33:45-46].”]
[I[Shaikh “Irfan Abdul Qadir said, “Allah said in the Qur’an,
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(And We have made [therein] a Sirajan wahhaja [shining lamp, a
sun])[78:13].”]
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may Allah be pleased with him. They were the subject of
intense torture by the hands of the Quraish pagans’.

The Muslims were again given permission to
migrate to Abyssinia. Eighty-three men, including ‘ Ammar,
according to one opinion, and eighteen women migrated.
They remained in the best dwellings, with an-Najahsi [King
of Ethiopia]. When this news reached the Quraish, they
sent Amr ibn al-‘Aas and Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi'ah to try
and bring them back by convincing an-Najahsi. Allah ( 4.
Jui,) made their plan come back to haunt them.

[Um Salamah, the Prophet’s wife, said, “When we went to al-
"Habashah (Ethiopia, or Abyssinia) we were neighbors to the best
neighbor, An-Najashi (King of Ethiopia). He granted us safety for our
religion and we freely worshipped Allah the Exalted. We were neither
annoyed, nor did we hear anything that bothered us. When the Quraish
got news of this, they held a counsel and decided to send two clever
men to An-Najashi, as their emissaries, for our case. They decided to
send gifts to an-Najashi, from the items that were unique to Makkah.
They also decided to send gifts to every one of his Christian cardinals.
They sent Amr ibn al-'Aas and Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi‘ah. They told
them what they should say and ordered them to give the cardinals their
gifts, before they speak to an-Najashi, then give an-Najashi his gifts.
They then would ask an-Najashi to surrender the Muslims to them,
before speaking to them. They traveled and when they reached an-
Najashi, while we were living with the best neighbor and in the best
dwelling, they gave the gifts to every one of the cardinals, before they
spoke to an-Najashi. The two men said to every cardinal, ‘Some foolish
young men from among us took refuge in the king’s land. They
abandoned the religion of their people, but did not embrace your
religion. Instead, they brought forth an invented religion that neither

[Refer to the famous book that Ibn Hisham wrote on the
Prophet’s life story, also known as, Seerat ibn Hisham (1:364),
which was based on the book that Muhammad ibn Is’haq wrote
about the Prophet’s Seerah.]
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we, nor you know. The chiefs of their people sent us to the king, so that
he sends them back with us. When we speak to the king about their
case, please advise him to surrender them to us, before he speaks to
them. Surely, their people have better knowledge about them and know
why they criticized them.” The priests agreed to help them. Next, the
two men had an audience with An-Najashi and gave him some valuable
gifts and presents, which he accepted. Afterwards, they addressed the
king, “O, King! Some fools, who abandoned their religion, but did not
embrace your religion, took refuge in your land. They invented a new
religion that neither you nor we know. The leaders of their people,
including their parents, uncles and tribes, sent us to you so that you
send them back with us. Certainly, their people have better knowledge
about them and are more aware of what they have committed, because
of which they reprimanded them.” The worst thing to Abdullah ibn Abi
Rabi'ah and Amr ibn al-'Aas, was to have an-Najashi summon the
Muslims and hear their side. The priests said, ‘O, King! They have said
the truth. Truly, their own people have better knowledge about them
and know why they have reprimanded them. So, surrender the Muslims
to them so that these two men can take them back to their land.” An-
Najashi became angry and said, ‘No, by Allah! I will not surrender
them to these two men. They are a people who chose to be neighbors to
me, came to my land and selected me rather than anyone else. I will
first summon them and ask them about what these two men said about
them. If what they said is true, then I will surrender them to the two
men and send them back to their people. Otherwise, 1 will grant them
safety and try to be neighborly towards them as long as they remain my
neighbors.” Hence, An-Najashi summoned the Prophet’s companions,
who held a conference and said to each other, ‘What should we say to
the man when we meet him?’ They said, ‘By Allah! We should only
say what we know and what our Prophet (:L; <z & L) ordained on us,
no matter the consequences.” They came to zin-Najashi, who had also
summoned his cardinals, and they opened their holy books in his
presence. An-Najashi asked, ‘What is this religion that made you part
with your people and which neither made you embrace my religion, nor
any of the known religions?’ Ja'far ibn Abi Talib—the Prophet’s cousin-
addressed the king on behalf of the Muslims. He said, “O, King! We
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were a people of Jahiliyyah (ignorance) before, worshipping idols,
eating the meat of dead animals, committing vice, cutting relations with
kith and kin and treating our neighbors badly. Furthermore, the strong
among us used to overwhelm the weak. These evil conditions persisted
with us until Allah sent us a Messenger from amongst ourselves, one
whose family history and lineage, truthfulness, honesty and chastity are
well known to us. He called us to Allah, so that we attest to His
Oneness and worship Him Alone, while abandoning what we, as well
as, our forefathers used to worship instead of Him -of stones and idols.
He also commanded us to be truthful when we speak, give back a trust
to its rightful owners, keep relations with kindred and to be good
neighbors. He also commanded us to avoid all types of vice, bloodshed,
sins of all kinds, saying falsehood, eating up the orphan’s property and
spreading false accusations against chaste women. He commanded us
to worship Allah Alone and to avoid associating anything or anyone
with Him in worship. He commanded us to pray, give away charity and
fast.” Ja'far then went on explaining the commandments of Islam to
An-Najashi. Ja'far continued, ‘We believed him, had faith in him and
followed what he was sent with from Allah. Hence, we worship Allah
Alone and avoid falling into Shirk -polytheism- with Him. We also
consider illegal what Allah made illegal and as legal what Allah made
legal. Our people transgressed against us, tortured us and tried to force
us to revert from our religion, back to worshipping the idols, instead of
worshipping Allah, the Exalted, and back to the evil vices that we used
to commit before. When they oppressed us, committed injustice against
us, made life difficult for us and hindered us from freely practicing our
religion, we migrated to your land and chose you above anyone else.
We sought to be your neighbors and hoped that we would not suffer
any injustice as long as we live under your authority, O, King!” When
An-Najashi heard these words, he asked Ja'far if he knew any part of
what the Prophet (’,LL', «iz & L) received from Allah, and Ja'far
answered in the aﬂ'nrmative. An-Najashi said, ‘Recite it to me.” Ja'far
recited some Verses from Surat Maryam (chapter 19 in the Qur’an). By
Allah! An-Najashi and the priests who were present all cried, until an-
Najashi made his beard wet with tears and the priests made their
gospels wet with tears, upon hearing the recitation of the Qur’an. An-
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Najashi then commented, ‘What Jesus was sent with and this which
you recited both come from one source.” He then addressed Quraish’s
emissaries, ‘Go away, for by Allah! I will never surrender them to you,
nor will they be harmed in any way or manner.” Hence, the emissaries
had to leave. Next, 'Amr ibn Al-'Aas -one of Quraish’s two emissaries-
thought of another cunning plan and stated that he would bring forth
the demise of the Muslims. His companion, Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi ah,
who was the better man among the two regarding us, said, ‘Do not do
that, for they have relations with us, even though they defied our way.’
"Amr said, ‘By Allah! 1 will tell him that they say that Jesus, son of
Mary, was a slave.” In the morning, *Amr went to the king and said, ‘O,
King! They (meaning the Muslims) utter a tremendous, evil statement
about Jesus, son of Mary. So summon them and ask them about it!” An-
Najashi summoned the Muslims to ask them about Amr’s statement,
and that was the worst thing that happened to us. The Muslims held a
conference and said to each other, ‘What should we say about ‘Eisa
(Jesus) ibn (son of) Maryam (Mary), when the king asks us about him?’
They then said, ‘By Allah! We should say what Allah has said about
him and what our Prophet was sent with, no matter the consequences.’
When they came to the king he asked them, ‘What do you say about
Eisa ibn Maryam?’ ‘Ja'far ibn Abi Talib replied, “We reiterate what
our Prophet (L, « & & L) has conveyed to us. Jesus was a slave of
Allah, His Messenger, His Ru *h (meaning Jesus’ soul was breathed into
the sleeve of Mary by the angel Jibril) and His Word (‘Be’ and he was)
which He bestowed on Mary, the chaste virgin.” An-Najashi picked a
thin branch up off the floor and commented, ‘By Allah! What you said
does not contradict the true reality of Jesus, son of Mary, not even a
difference that equals the size of this branch.”” Ibn Hisham (2:87-88)
collected this "Hadith in his book on the Prophet’s life-story, and also
Abu Na'im in his book, al-'Hilyah (1:115-116); Al-Albani rendered
this "Hadith authentic in his criticism on the "Hadiths contained in the
book titled, Fighu as-Seerah, by Muhammad al-Ghazali, Pg. 134. An-
Najashi then said, “Go in peace, for you have been granted safety in my
land.” He also commanded that the gifts the Quraish emissaries brought
with them be returned to them. They departed after their utter failure,
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while the Muslims were able to reside in the best home and with the
best neighbors.]

The pagan’s oppression of Allah’s Messenger (& L
+ £z) increased and they boycotted him and his sub-tribe
for three years, or two years according to another narration.
During this time, they all lived on the hill that Abu Talib
owned. Abdullah ibn Abbas was born during the boycott
years. The boycott ended when the Prophet (L, & & %)
was forty-nine or forty-eight years old. A few months after
that, the Prophet’s uncle, Abu Talib, died at the age of
eighty-seven. The Prophet (;i-;« & L) was severely
annoyed by the Kuffar, especially since his wife Khadeejah
died soon after [and that year was called, ‘Year of Grief’].
During this time, the Prophet (;; <& & i) went to the town
of Taif with Zaid ibn “Harithah, calling them to Allah (%
Jus,). He remained in Taif for several days, but its people
did not accept his call. In fact, they harmed the Prophet (
L=y &), expelled him and stood in two lines throwing
stones at him until his heels became bloody. Allah’s
Apostle ({Lz; i & L) left Taif and began the journey back
to Makkah. On his way back, he met ‘Addas, a Christian
who believed in the Prophet (;L-; & & ). Also, while in
the area of Nakhlah [close to Makkah], a few Jinns, seven
from the area of Nasibin, who heard the Prophet’s
recitation of the Qur’an, embraced Islam'.

() Al-Bukhari (731) and Muslim (681) narrated that Abdullah
ibn "Abbas said, “Allah’s Apostle (L) & L) did not
intentionally recite the Quran for the Jinn nor did he see them.
He went out along with a group of his companions towards
‘Ukadh Market. At that time something intervened between the
devils and the news of the Heaven, and flames were sent down
upon them, so the devils returned. Their fellow-devils said,=
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=‘What is wrong with you?” They said, ‘Something has
intervened between us and the news of the Heaven, and fires
(flames) have been shot at us.” Their fellow-devils said, ‘Nothing
has intervened between you and the news of the Heaven, but an
important event has happened. Therefore, travel all over the
world, east and west, and try to find out what has happened.’
And so they set out and traveled all over the world, east and
west, looking for that thing which intervened between them and
the news of the Heaven. Those of the devils who had set out
towards Tihamah, went to Allah’s Apostle (=) & L =) at
Nakhlah (a place between Makkah and Taif) while he was on his
way to Ukadh Market. (They met him) while he was offering
the Fajr (Dawn) Prayer with his companions. When they heard
the Holy Qur’an being recited (by Allah’s Apostle), they listened
to it and said (to each other), ‘This is the thing which has
intervened between you and the news of the Heavens.” Then they
returned to their people and said, ‘O our people! We have really
heard a wonderful recital (Qur’an). It gives guidance to the right,
and we have believed therein. We shall not join in worship,
anybody with our Lord.” (See 72:1-2) Then Allah revealed to His
Prophet (Surat al-Jinn),

2.

Ut 015 Bl ,su,u,d\u,ja;’:w’“ms?)\g»,dﬁ

g

H
(el 82w BB 0 ey O

(Say [O Muhammad L=, & & L]: “It has been revealed to me
that a group (from three to ten in number) of jinn listened [to this
Qur’dn). They said: ‘Verily, we have heard a wonderful
Recitation [this Qur’an]! It guides to the Right Path, and we have
believed therein, and we shall never join [in worship] anything
with our Lord [Alldh].) The statement of the Jinns was revealed

to him Gy 6 31 ).
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Also, while returning, Allah (Jw, %~.) sent the angel
of the mountains to the Prophet (;i-; i & i) and ordered
him to obey the Prophet’s command, including ordering the
two mountains that surround Makkah (called, ‘al-Akh-
shaban’) to close in on his people, if the Prophet wanted.
The Prophet (:L; <& &1 i) said,
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“Rather, 1 will be patient with them, might that Allah brings
forth from their offspring those who worship Allah and
associate none with him in worship. »1

Also, on his way back to Makkah, the Prophet (& &
o)) was reported to have supplicated with this well
known Du'ad’, “O Allah! I complain to You from my
weakness in strength, my smallness in means...”

The Prophet (i) & 1 =) had to enter Makkah
under protection from al-Mutim ibn "Adi’.  Soon
afterwards, the Prophet (:L; <& & i) went on the journey of

UIr Al-Bukhari (2992) and Muslim (3352) collected this “Hadith].
[ The chain of narration for this ‘Hadith is weak, according to
the Imam of ‘Hadith in our time, al-Albani; refer to, Fighu as-
Seerah Pg. 126 & 132, and Shaikh Wahby’s Ta hqiq on, Zad-ul
Ma’ad]

Bl'The Prophet (L <& & L) never forgot this and other favors
from al-Mut'im ibn ‘Adi. After the defeat of the pagans of
Quraish in the battle of Badr, which ended in seventy killed and
seventy captured among the pagans, the Prophet (L~ « &= & L)
said, “Had Al-Mut’im ibn Adi been alive and interceded with me
for these mean people, I would have freed them for his sake.”
Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith.]
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the Israa in body and soul to al-Masjid al-Agsa (in
Jerusalem), then was ascended to above heavens, in body
and soul. Allah (4w, %) spoke to His Prophet (& & i
- =;) and ordained the compulsory daily prayers on him.
This journey occurred only once, according to the correct
statement from the scholars’.

Next, the Prophet (;L < & ) remained in Makkah
calling Arab tribes to Allah the Exalted (i<, #~_~) during
the "Hajj seasons and requested them to give him refuge
[and support], so that he could convey his Lord’s Message
to the people, in return for Paradise. No tribe accepted his
call; Allah (Js, 4~—2) kept this honor preserved for the al-
Ansar®. Then, Allah (1, %~—) decided that His religion
become dominant, His Promise of giving aid to His Prophet
(Loy % & L) fulfilled and His Word raised high, while
exerting revenge on His enemies, by making it possible for
His Prophet (;i-; & &1 1 =) to meet al-4nsar. This was the
honor and privilege that Allah (4w, ©~.-) kept for them. The
Prophet (;L-; & & L) met six or eight men from al-Ansar

I'We mentioned before al-Bukhari’s narration of the Hadith
about al-Israa journey, reported from Anas ibn Malik (i & =)
Pl Al-Ansar: residents of Madinah (Yathrib before the Prophet
migrated to it) from the tribes of Aus and Khazraj, who gave
shelter, support, refuge, help, aid, love and loyalty to the Prophet
and the Migrants, or the Muhajirun, in such an exalted way that
was and still is unsurpassed in history. Al-Bukhari (16) and
Muslim (109) reported that, Anas ibn Malik (‘_: & ) said that,
Allah’s Apostle (-1 & & L) said, ’
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“The sign of Belief is to love the Ansar, and the sign of hypocrisy
is to hate the Ansar.”]
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who were having their heads shaved in the hillside of Mina
during the 'Hajj season. He sat to them, called them to
Allah, recited the Qur’an to them, and they accepted the
call of Allah (4w, #~.) and His Messenger (;io) <& & L)t
They went back to Madinah and called their people to
Islam, with steadily. Soon, every house that belonged to al-
Ansar had news about the Prophet (;1~; & k). The first
Masjid in which the Qur’an was recited in, in Madinah,
belonged to the sub-tribe of Bani Zuraiq. In the following
year, twelve Ansari men, including five of the six men who
came a year earlier, travelled to Makkah and gave their
Bai“ah (pledge of allegiance) at ‘Agabah area. They then
went back to Madinah (which at that time was called,
“Yathrib’).

The following year, seventy-three men and two
women [from the tribes of al-Ansar] came to the Prophet

U[Al-Bukhari (17) narrated a 'Hadith about the pledge at the
‘Agabah (literally, hillside) of Mina, from “Ubadah ibn as-Samit
(& & »3), who took part in the battle of Badr along with Allah’s
Apostl’e ({3 i & L) and also was among his companions on
the night of al- ‘Agabah Pledge. 'Ubadah said, “Allah’s Apostle
(=3 e & L), surrounded by a group of his companions said,
‘Come along! Give me the pledge of allegiance that you will not
worship anything besides Allah, will not steal, will not commit
illegal sexual intercourse, will not kill your children, will not
utter slander invented by yourself, and will not disobey me if 1
order you to do something good. Whoever among you respects
and fulfills this pledge, will be rewarded by Allah. And if one of
you commits any of these sins and is punished in this world then
that will be his expiation for it. And if one of you commits any of
these sins and Allah screens his sin, then his matter will rest with
Allah: If He will, He will punish him and if He will, He will
excuse him.” 1 gave the pledge of allegiance to him for these
conditions.’”)
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(o i i <) and gave the last Bai'ah at ‘Aqabah
(hillyside). They gave the Messenger (:L-; & i =) their
pledge to protect him from what they would protect their
own wives, offspring and themselves; the Messenger (& L
+L=3+%) and his companions felt eager to migrate to them.
The Prophet (;L-; & & [ <) chose twelve Naqib, meaning,
‘representative’, from among this group of Ansar, and gave
permission to his companions to start migrating to
Madinah; they migrated individually, in secret. It was said
that Abu Salamah ibn Abdul Asad al-Makhzumi (= % =)
or Mus’ab ibn “Umair (‘& % ;) was the first to perform
Hijrah (Migration)l. The companions migrated to the city
of al-Ansar, who gave them shelter and aid; Islam
increased its following in Madinah.

Next, Allah (4 ,%~2) gave permission to His
Messenger (.L~; <& & L) to migrate, and he left Makkah on
a Monday, during the lunar month of Rabi" al-Awwal or
Safar, when he was fifty-three years old. Abu Bakr as-
Siddiq and Abu Bakr’s freed slave, 'Amir ibn Fuhairah,
accompanied the Prophet (1>« i i ). Abdullah ibn
Uraiqit al-Laithi was the group’s guide during the journey.
The Prophet (;L-;« & i =) and Abu Bakr entered Cave
Thaur and remained in it for three days. They then started
the journey along the seashore and arrived at Madinah on a
Monday, during the twelfth day of the lunar month of Rabi"
al-Awwal. The Prophet (;i-; & & i) rested in the area of
Qubaa [two miles from] Madinah, as a guest of Bani (tribe
of) "Amr ibn "Auf, or Kulthum ibn al-Hadm, or Sa'd ibn
Khaithamah; the first choice is the most popular among

([Shaikh ‘Irfan said that al-Bukhari (3631) narrated that al-
Baraa ibn "Azib (& 3 =) said, “The first people who came to us
(in Madinah) were Mus’ab ibn ‘Umair and ibn Um Maktum.
Then came to us ‘Ammar ibn Yasir and Bilal.”]
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historians. He (;L—; <& & i) remained at Qubaa for fourteen
days during which he established Masjid Qubaa. He left
Qubaa on Friday and performed the Jumu'ah Prayer at the
tribe of Bani Salim; he led the prayer for those who were
with him, a hundred men. Next, he (;i2; i & ) rode his
camel and went on his way [to Madinaﬁ]. Upon arriving,
the various chiefs started inviting him to set camp in their
area’. When they tried to lead the camel by its bridle, the
Prophet (;L-} i & L) ordered them to let her walk alone,
because, he said, she was commanded®. The camel sat
where the Prophet’s Masjid exists today, which at that time
was a Mirbad® that belonged to Sahl and Suhail from the
sub-tribe of Bani an-Najjar. The Prophet (i) & L)
dismounted his camel, remained with Abu Ayyub al-Ansari
and built his Masjid where the camel sat. He helped his
companions build the Masjid, which was built with mud (or
un-kilned) bricks and date-tree leaves.

[Al-Bukhari* said that Aishah (4 & ;) narrated, “I
never remembered my parents believing in any religion

M[The Ansar recognized that it would be the honor of this life
and the Hereafter if the Prophet set camp and resides in their area
of residence].

(fTbn Kathir said that al-Baihaqi collected a ‘Hadith in this
meaning in his book, Dala-il an-Nubuwwah].

Bl Al-Mirbad’, where dates are dried, or the area where camels
and sheep are kept]

MIrAl-Bukhari collected several ‘Hadiths that pertain to the
Hijrah of the Prophet (;L~; & X i) from Makkah to Madinah,
which occurred in the first year of Hijrah, 623 CE. Here is the
English transliteration of one of these 'Hadith. As I previously
stated, all statements between brackets are additions to the

original text of, Zadul-Ma’ad, for explanation, reference or more
details. All success comes from Allah Alone. I mentioned=
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other than the true religion (Islam), and (I don't remember)
a single day passing without our being visited by Allah’s
Apostle ((iz; k& & L) in the morning and in the evening.
When the Muslims were put to the test (oppressed by the
pagans), Abu Bakr set out to migrate to the land of
Ethiopia, and when he reached Bark-al-Ghimad, ibn ad-
Daghinah, the chief of the tribe of Qar<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>